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          1  HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Okay, good

          3  morning. My name is Madeline Provenzano, and I chair

          4  the Committee on Housing and Buildings. Today we

          5  have three items on the agenda, Proposed Intro. No.

          6  379-A, which is a local law to amend the

          7  Administrative Code of the City of New York in

          8  relation to requiring the purchase of Energy Star

          9  Certified Appliances whenever appliances in rental

         10  apartments are replaced.

         11                 Preconsidered Reso, the second one, a

         12  preconsidered Reso determining that proposed Intro.

         13  No. 379-A, a local law to amend the Administrative

         14  Code of the City of New York, in relation to

         15  requiring the purchase of Energy Star Certified

         16  Appliances, whenever appliances in certain

         17  apartments are replaced, will not have a significant

         18  adverse impact on the environment.

         19                 Third, Preconsidered Resolution to

         20  approve a five amendatory agreement to the contract

         21  between the City of New York and Mutual

         22  Redevelopment Houses, Inc., to authorize the Mayor

         23  or any Deputy Mayor or Commissioner of Housing

         24  Preservation and Development to execute the fifth

         25  amendatory agreement when approved as to form by the
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          2  Corporation Counsel and to direct the City clerk to

          3  attest to the same and to affix the seal of the City

          4  thereto.

          5                 Proposed Intro. No. 379-A would

          6  require owners of multiple dwellings who receive

          7  J-51 or 421-A tax benefits from the City to purchase

          8  Energy Star Certified Appliances when the installer

          9  replace any appliances in rental apartments with a

         10  new appliance.

         11                 This is the Committee's second

         12  hearing concerning this legislation. The federal

         13  government certifies a wide range of household

         14  appliances and building materials as energy

         15  efficient through the Energy Star Program, including

         16  refrigerators, room air conditioners, dishwashers,

         17  clothes washers and windows.

         18                 This legislation will help further

         19  encourage the use of energy-efficient appliances in

         20  apartments throughout the City.

         21                 The increased use of Energy Star

         22  Certified Appliances will substantially reduce

         23  household energy costs, as well as the City's

         24  electricity consumption and air pollution.

         25                 Preconsidered Resolution determining
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          2  that proposed Intro. No. 379-A, a local law to amend

          3  the Administrative Code of the City of New York in

          4  relation to requiring the purchase of Energy Star

          5  Certified Appliances, whenever appliances in certain

          6  apartments are replaced, will not have a significant

          7  adverse impact on the environment.

          8                 This preconsidered resolution

          9  reflects an environmental analysis that was

         10  performed regarding the enactment of proposed Intro.

         11  No. 379-A, and it was determined that the issuance

         12  of a negative declaration was an appropriate

         13  outcome.

         14                 Preconsidered Resolution to approve a

         15  fifth amendatory agreement to the contract between

         16  the City of New York and Mutual Redevelopment

         17  Houses, Incorporated, to authorize the Mayor or any

         18  Deputy Mayor or the Commissioner of Housing

         19  Preservation and Development to execute the fifth

         20  amendatory agreement when approved as to form by the

         21  Corporation Counsel, and to direct the City Clerk to

         22  attest to the same and to affix the seal of the City

         23  thereto.

         24                 This preconsidered resolution

         25  concerns the Housing Development Cooperative
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          2  commonly known as Penn South located within Council

          3  Member Quinn's district.

          4                 This preconsidered resolution would

          5  revise subparagraph A, paragraph 209 of the contract

          6  entitled primary residence, so as to permit secured

          7  loans to finance purchases of stock in the housing

          8  company and occupancy agreements, representing

          9  ownership of cooperative apartments at the housing

         10  company, and would add a provision to paragraph 211

         11  of the contract entitled "Evictions," pertaining to

         12  procedures for evictions so as to enable lenders to

         13  commence legal proceedings, to evict tenant

         14  cooperator borrowers who default on their loans

         15  secured by such stock and occupancy agreement, A/K/A

         16  Proprietary Leases.

         17                 I'm joined today by my colleagues,

         18  Councilwoman Melinda Katz, Council Member Tony

         19  Avella, Councilwoman Letitia James, Council Member

         20  Leroy Comrie, Council Member Chris Quinn, who is not

         21  on the Committee but may want to speak on her intro.

         22                 Ms. Quinn? Okay.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you. I

         24  want to thank the Chair and the Committee for

         25  hearing what may seem like yet another Penn South
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          2  bill. It's like a subtitle of this Committee.

          3                 A few months ago the Committee and

          4  the Council passed legislation to allow Penn South

          5  to raise some of their equity carrying charges for

          6  tenants, and that was critically important because,

          7  one, we need to preserve Penn South as a mutual

          8  redevelopment cooperative that gives critically

          9  important long-term permanent affordable housing to

         10  New Yorkers, and they needed the rates to go up

         11  because there were some serious infrastructure

         12  issues. The ground was broken for Penn South I think

         13  when John F. Kennedy was President, so there's

         14  obviously issues that need to be updated in the

         15  infrastructure. But to be as fair as possible to the

         16  existing cooperators who live there, the Board of

         17  Penn South wanted to have the ability to create a

         18  loan program for folks if they needed it, if they

         19  didn't have the cash on hand to meet the new rates.

         20  Today's bill, which folks from Penn South can give

         21  us greater specifics on, allows them that option to

         22  create this loan program to support their fellow

         23  tenants, and I would hope that the Committee could

         24  support it to allow the cooperators to work

         25  cooperatively with each other.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Do we have

          3  any questions on any of these items?

          4                 We did have Council Member Jackson

          5  somewhere but we lost him. One, two, three, four,

          6  five, six. Okay, we're going to vote and we need him

          7  in the room. All of him.

          8                 Are we voting on these individually?

          9  I don't know if we can do them all at once.

         10                 Okay, the three pieces of legislation

         11  will be coupled and we'll vote this moment.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         13  Provenzano.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes to all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: No. No way. No

          3  how. Absolutely not.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Jimmy, just

          5  say yes.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Okay, good.

          8                 Thank you, James.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of seven in

         10  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         11  abstentions, all items are adopted. Council Members,

         12  please sign the Committee reports. Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: And I think

         14  we're going to keep the vote open.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Reyna.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye on

         17  Intro numbers 379-A and Preconsidered Resolutions.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         19  eight in the affirmative.

         20                 Housing and Buildings. Council Member

         21  Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         24  nine in the affirmative.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 11:09 a.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified
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