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	THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FINANCE DIVISION
LATONIA MCKINNEY, DIRECTOR
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

PROPOSED INT. NO. 2438-A
COMMITTEE: Governmental Operations

	TITLE: A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to expanding language access and requiring the inclusion of video content in the voter guide

	SPONSORS: Council Members Rosenthal, Brooks-Powers, Ampry-Samuel, Menchaca, D.Diaz, Dinowitz, Ayala and Koo
 


SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: This bill would expand upon CFB’s obligations when it comes to developing and publishing the voter guide. Specifically, the bill would require both the print and online voter guides to be published in English and in each of the top ten non-English languages spoken in New York City. In addition, the bill would require each online version of the voter guide to include a video statement from each candidate for Mayor, Comptroller, Public Advocate, Borough President, or City Council Member. Such videos would need to be made available with captioning and American Sign Language translation. Any candidate who participates in the public matching funds programs and does not create a candidate video for inclusion in the online voter guide would be subject to non-payment of 5% of their public matching funds.
EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law would take effect January 1, 2023 
FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 2024
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT:
	
	Effective FY23
	FY Succeeding
Effective FY24
	Full Fiscal Impact FY24

	Revenues (+)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Expenditures (-)
	$1,085,090
	$970,180
	$970,180

	Net
	$0
	$0
	$0



IMPACT ON REVENUES: It is estimated that there would be no impact on revenues resulting from the enactment of this legislation.  

IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: It is estimated that there would be a fiscal impact of approximately $1.1 million in Fiscal 2023 and $970,180 in Fiscal 2024 from the enactment of this legislation. This includes costs associated with translating video and print voter guides into the 10 citywide designated languages, website development related to displaying videos with closed captioning, contracting for closed captioning, making the print voter guide accessible to people with disabilities, and the addition of three full-time staff to manage translations and disability components. 

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS:  General Fund

SOURCES OF INFORMATION:  New York City Council Finance Division
				Campaign Finance Board
				
ESTIMATE PREPARED BY:	Sebastian Palacio Bacchi, Senior Financial Analyst
	
ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY:	Nathaniel Toth, Deputy Director 
John Russell, Unit Head
Stephanie Ruiz, Assistant Counsel
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:  This legislation was introduced to the Council as Intro. No. 2438 on October 21, 2021 and was referred to the Committee on Governmental Operations (Committee). A hearing was held by the Committee on November 29, 2021, and the legislation was laid over. The legislation was subsequently amended, and the amended version, Proposed Int. No. 2438-A, will be voted by the Committee at a hearing on December 14, 2021. Upon a successful vote by the Committee, Proposed Int. No. 2438-A will be submitted to the full council for a vote on December 15, 2021. 
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