New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation 
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council. 
 
Introduction Number: 
Int. No.  0930
 
Prime Sponsors: 
Council Member Harvey Epstein,
 
Bill Title: 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting city agencies from procuring eggs laid by hens for human consumption that are not organic or free-range
 
Submitted by: 
Council Member Harvey Epstein 
 
Justification: 

The city is among the largest purchasers of goods and services in the country. By limiting the city’s procurement of eggs to those that are certified organic or free-range, we can promote human health as well as animal welfare. 

According to the Human League, over half of the eggs produced in the United States come from hens confined to battery cages. These cages offer approximately 67 square inches of space per bird, less space than that of a single sheet of letter-sized paper. According to Humane World for Animals, unable even to spread their wings, caged hens are among the most intensively confined animals in agribusiness.

 Organic and free-range eggs come from hens that are generally kept in better, more spacious conditions. Producers certified by the USDA as organic are held to higher standards when it comes to the use of environmentally friendly farming practices, such as reducing pesticides, limiting greenhouse gas emissions, and improving soil health. 

Additionally, organic eggs are better for human health. Organic eggs have three times more unsaturated fats, 40% more vitamin A, and twice as much vitamin E compared to the USDA standard, and free-range eggs are also thought to contain superior nutrition. 

