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INTRODUCTION


On November 26, 2012, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 923.  This legislation would amend subdivision b of section 19-532 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (the Code) and add a new subdivision b to section 19-533 of the Code.  This bill would allow the Taxi and Limousine Commission to replace hybrid electric taxi cabs with electric vehicle or other low emission vehicles. Expected to testify are representatives of the New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission (TLC) as well as interested stakeholders and community leaders.  
BACKGROUND

The Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”) is the main regulatory body over the for-hire car industry in New York City. TLC licenses and regulates 13,237 medallion taxicabs, 40,532 for-hire vehicles, 2,435 paratransit vehicles, 433 commuter vans, and 110,111 drivers.

In 2010, New York City in conjunction with McKinsey & Company issued a report looking at the role of electric vehicles to help the City meet its goal of reducing emissions by 44 percent by 2030.
 The report identified transportation related emissions as a major contributor to gas emissions, and singled out the transportation sector as a potential leader in gas emission reductions.
 

As of 2011, there were 5,681 hybrid taxi vehicles.
 In 2007, Mayor Bloomberg announced New York’s intention to increase the number of hybrid vehicles in the yellow taxicab fleet. Mayor Bloomberg cited economic and environmental benefits in increased usage of hybrids in the fleet. However, in 2009, a Federal Court ruled that the City could not penalize taxi owners for not converting to hybrids; that ruling was upheld by the Second Circuit Federal Court of Appeals and finally by the Supreme Court in 2011.


While hybrid electric vehicles use less gas and reduce harmful emissions, electric vehicles hold the greatest potential to reduce our dependence on oil and protect the environment.
 According to the PlanNYC/McKinsey report, electric vehicles are 40 to 70 percent cheaper to operate.
 Unlike hybrid electric vehicles which run on electric battery and a conventional combustion engine, electric vehicles run exclusively on an electric battery. There are however major obstacles to the adoption of electric vehicles, including the lack of adequate charging infrastructure.


In 2012, the TLC announced a pilot program which introduces the first ever electric taxi to New York City.
 During the pilot, qualified taxi drivers will be offered the opportunity to drive an all-electric Nissan Leaf vehicle. The objectives of the program will be to test the viability of an electric vehicle in the New York City taxi environment.


The two major challenges to the introduction of electric taxis in New York are the lack of charging infrastructure and the phenomenon known as distance anxiety. According to a Columbia University survey, there are only about 40 electric vehicle charging stations in New York City.
 With few options to re-charge the car there is a danger that the car will run out of electricity. In an average 12-hour shift a New York taxi will drive approximately 180 miles; most electric vehicles currently drive up to 62-138 miles on a single charge, leading to the danger that the vehicle will run out of electricity.
 This fear of running out of electricity and not having changing options is known as distance anxiety. To address the problem of distance anxiety, Nissan will install quick chargers in New York City, typically quick charging allows for the vehicle to be charged in half an hour.
 

Under current law and under the recently adopted Taxi of Tomorrow rules, 273 vehicles in the yellow taxicab fleet are required to be hybrid electric vehicles. The bill being considered today would give those owners of hybrid electric taxicabs the option of replacing hybrid electric vehicles with electric vehicles, and would give the TLC the authority to permit electric vehicles to be taxicabs.
ANALYSIS

Section one of Int. No. 923 would amend subdivision b of section 19-532 of the Code by including electric powered vehicles or vehicles with emissions equal to or less than electric vehicles to be utilized as one of the vehicle types that would be allowed under the Code.
Section two of Int. No. 923 would amend section 19-533 of the Code by adding a new subdivision b. The new subdivision would allow electric vehicles or vehicles with emissions equal to or less than an electric vehicle to be used to satisfy the requirements of subdivision a of such section, which require TLC to approve a hybrid electric vehicle model for use as a taxicab. The new subdivision b would define electric vehicles as vehicles that are exclusively powered by electricity.    
Section three of Int. No. 923 would provide that the local law would take effect immediately following enactment.

	Int. No. 923
 

By Council Members Weprin, Vacca, Brewer, Fidler, Gentile, James, Koo, Koppell, Lander, Palma, Recchia, Williams, Mark-Viverito, Rodriguez and Halloran 
 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to allowing the taxi and limousine commission to replace hybrid electric vehicles with electric vehicles or any other vehicle model which has fewer emissions than electric vehicles.  
 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 

      Section 1.  Subdivision b of section 19-532 of the administrative code of the city of New York, is amended to read as follows:
      b.  Of the total number of taxicab licenses issued by the commission pursuant to subdivision a of this section, at least nine percent shall be issued subject to the requirement that the vehicles operated by or under agreement with the owners of such licenses [either] be powered by compressed natural gas or electricity or be a hybrid electric vehicle, or a vehicle model which has the same emissions as or fewer emissions than electric vehicles, and at least nine percent shall be issued subject to the requirement that the vehicles operated by or under agreement with the owners of such licenses be fully accessible to persons with disabilities in accordance with standards established by the commission; provided however, of the licenses authorized to be sold pursuant to subdivision a of this section that are issued after June 1, 2006, two hundred fifty-four shall be issued subject to the requirements that the vehicles operated by or under agreement with the owners of such licenses [either] be powered by compressed natural gas or electricity or be a hybrid electric vehicle, or a vehicle model which has the same emissions as or fewer emissions than electric vehicles, and fifty four shall be issued subject to the requirement that the vehicles operated by or under agreement with the owners of such licenses be fully accessible to persons with disabilities in accordance with standards established by the commission; and provided further that if the prices which the commission is able to obtain for issuance subject to either of the foregoing requirements does not exceed ninety percent of the average price otherwise obtained by the commission for the issuance of licenses pursuant to this section, the commission is authorized to issue such licenses without such requirement.
      §2.  Section 19-533 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:
      §19-533 Clean air taxis.  a. The commission shall approve one or more hybrid electric vehicle models for use as a taxicab within ninety days after the enactment of this law.  The approved vehicle model or models shall be eligible for immediate use by all current and future medallion owners.  For the purposes of this chapter, a hybrid electric vehicle shall be defined as a commercially available mass production vehicle originally equipped by the manufacturer with a combustion engine system together with an electric propulsion system that operates in an integrated manner. 
      b. Notwithstanding subdivision a of this section, an electric vehicle model or any other model with the same emissions as or fewer emissions than an electric vehicle may be used to satisfy the requirements of subdivision a.  For the purposes of this chapter, an electric vehicle shall be defined as a vehicle which is propelled by a motor or motors powered exclusively by electricity.
      §3. This local law shall take effect immediately after its enactment into law.
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