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T H E  C O U N C I L
REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION

GILBERTO VALDES, DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE


June 21, 2000

Res. No. 718:



By Council Member Povman 

Title:
Resolution calling upon the appropriate committee of the Council of the City of New York to study the issue of discrimination against left-handed people in order to determine if left-handed people can be included as a protected class in anti-discrimination statutes.

BACKGROUND:

Resolution No. 718 calls upon the Committee to study the issue of discrimination against left-handed people in order to determine if left-handed people can be included as a protected class in anti-discrimination statutes.  According to advocates, left-handed people are subject to numerous forms of discrimination.  For example, many products such as computer keyboards, doors and industry equipment are predominantly designed to be used by right-handed people.  Further, advocates maintain, there is a cultural bias favoring right-handed people in everything from the way gym teachers teach sports to the hand used to recite the pledge of allegiance.  Advocates maintain that this discrimination against left-handed people can be remedied by amendment to the City’s Human Rights law.  Invited to testify on this matter are Cindy Chau and Allison Steinberg of Benjamin Cardozo High School. 
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