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	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Latonia McKinney, Director
Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No: 493-A
Committee: Governmental Operations

	Title:   A Local Law to amend the New York City charter, in relation to expanding agency based voter registration to additional city agencies.


	Sponsor(S): By Council Member Kallos, Cabrera, Constantinides, Gentile, Johnson, Levine, Palma, Richards and Rose


	Summary of Legislation:          Proposed Int. No. 493-A would expand and enhance the city’s “agency-based voter registration program,” which currently requires nineteen agencies to distribute voter registration forms with their applications for services. This bill would expand the agency-based voter registration program to seven agencies that are not currently covered by the law: the Business Integrity Commission, the Department for the Aging, the Department of City Planning, the Department of Cultural Affairs, the Department of Records and Information Services, the Fire Department, and the Human Resources Administration.

The legislation would also mandate that all twenty-six agencies provide assistance in filling out a voter registration form, and that they send completed forms to the Board of Elections. It would also require that voter registration forms be integrated into agency forms by December 1, 2015, or when the agency engages in its next regularly scheduled printing of its forms, whichever is earlier. Finally, it would add a requirement that voter registration forms be in the same language as the agency’s application form where practicable.



	Effective Date:    This local law would take effect sixty days after enactment, except the provision adding the seven agencies to the existing nineteen agencies participating in the program would go into effect one year after enactment.


	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated:     FY 2016

	Fiscal Impact Statement: 
Effective FY 15
FY Succeeding

Effective FY 16
Full Fiscal

Impact FY 16
Revenues (+)

$0
$0
$0
Expenditures (-) 

$12,000
$25,000
$25,000
Net

$12,000
$25,000
$25,000


	Impact on Revenues:  It is estimated that there would be no impact on City revenue resulting from the enactment of this legislation.


	Impact on Expenditures:   Based on data provided by the Board of Elections, in Fiscal 2014 over three million voter registration forms were printed in various languages at a total cost of approximately $156,000.  Of that total, fewer than twenty percent were allocated to the 19 agencies covered under the current agency-based voter registration law.  It is estimated that the implementation of this legislation would require additional funding totaling approximately $25,000 per year which would allow for the printing of approximately 300,000 to 500,000 voter registration forms to be issued by the newly designated agencies with their application forms.  The Finance Division estimates that administrative requirements related to this local law would be implemented using existing resources.  When the responsibility of printing the registration forms is shifted from the Board of Elections to the agencies, so too will the allocated resources.
  

	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:     General Fund


	Source of Information: New York City Council Finance Division, Mayor’s Office of Legislative Affairs, New York City Board of Elections


	Estimate Prepared By: John Russell, Principal Financial Legislative Analyst, New York City Council Finance Division
Estimate Reviewed By:  Rebecca Chasan, Assistant Counsel, New York City Council Finance Division
                                          

	Legislative history:  This legislation was introduced to the full Council on October 7, 2014 as Intro. No 493 and referred to the Committee on Governmental Operations.  The Committee on Governmental Operations held a hearing on Intro. 493 on October 23, 2014 and the legislation was laid over.  An amended version of the legislation, Proposed Intro. 493-A, will be considered by the Committee on Governmental Operations on November 24, 2014, and upon successful vote of the Committee, Proposed Intro. 493-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on November 25, 2014.

	Date Prepared:     November 21, 2014



