New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0238-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Members Hudson, Lee

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing a grab-and-go meal program at older adult centers

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
Currently, older adult centers contracted with NYC Aging provide free daily meals to clients at each physical site. Any New Yorker age 60 or older is eligible to join an older adult center and attend in-person activities. While NYC Aging incentivizes older adults to utilize the existing in-person, congregate meal program at older adult centers to promote socialization, some older adults may remain wary of attending in-person activities due fear of infection following the Covid-19 pandemic or concerns over physical safety, given perception around crime in recent years. As such, many older adults who are food insecure may not be able to access free meal programs because of a lack of flexibility for how those meals are provided. 

This bill would require NYC Aging to establish a grab-and-go meal program that would provide free daily meals for pickup at older adult centers that choose to provide the option. It would also require the agency to make available a notice that provides information on the program that would be required to be posted in a conspicuous location. Permitting older adult centers to provide grab-and-go meals as part of their contracts with NYC Aging would ensure older adults receive the resources they need in the way that best suits their experiences.




