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          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Good morning.  I

          3  would like to thank everyone for coming here today

          4  for a hearing for the Committee on Cultural Affairs,

          5  Libraries and International Intergroup Relations.

          6  My name is Jose Serrano, I chair this Committee.

          7                 Before I begin, I would like to ask

          8  everyone here in attendance for a brief moment of

          9  silence for Council Member James Davis, who was a

         10  former member of this Committee, and a very

         11  outspoken and a very powerful member of this

         12  Committee, and he will be missed in so many ways and

         13  especially in his love and desire to help the

         14  cultural institutions and libraries throughout this

         15  City.  So, a moment of silence for Council Member

         16  James Davis.

         17                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         18                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Thank you.

         19                 Other members of this Committee will

         20  be joining us briefly.  There are other hearings

         21  going on, but we will be joined throughout the

         22  morning by other members of the Cultural Affairs and

         23  Libraries Committee.

         24                 Once again, I would like to thank you

         25  for being here and the Committee today will be
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          2  looking at two hearings -- two resolutions.  The

          3  first resolution, which we will be voting on later

          4  on in the hearing, Proposed Resolution 999 honors

          5  the life and legacy of Celia Cruz, who died on July

          6  16, 2003.  As a Latino and a black woman, in

          7  particular, who grew up in poverty, Ms. Cruz

          8  overcame significant social obstacles to achieve

          9  international acclaim and recognition for her great

         10  musical talents and contributions to Salsa music.

         11                 The second item, Proposed Resolution

         12  962-A, calls on the New York State Legislature to

         13  utilize current federal census data in allocating

         14  state funding for the Brooklyn Public Library, the

         15  New York Public Library, and the Queens Borough

         16  Public Library.

         17                 New York State Education Law requires

         18  that New York State allocates library funds

         19  state-wide in accordance with the current census

         20  data.  Notwithstanding this requirement, New York

         21  State continues to use 1990 data rather than 2000

         22  census data in allocating state library funding.

         23                 Because New York City's population

         24  has increased since 1990, the cost to the City of

         25  using outdated census data is approximately $1.45
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          2  million annually.

          3                 The Brooklyn, New York and Queens

          4  Public Libraries serve 40 million visitors annually

          5  and up to 100,000 school children daily.

          6                 School children, senior citizens, new

          7  immigrants, job seekers, and countless others rely

          8  on our libraries.  The City should at least receive

          9  its fair share of funding from New York State.

         10                 Joining us today regarding state

         11  library funding is Assemblyman Jonathan Bing, who is

         12  working to correct this situation and has introduced

         13  legislation in the State Assembly towards that end.

         14  I want to thank him for joining us today as well as

         15  for his leadership on this matter.

         16                 At this point I would like to

         17  introduce, say hello to my colleague Domenic

         18  Recchia, member of this Committee, for joining us.

         19  And as I mentioned earlier, we will have other

         20  members coming in at a later time.  We have been

         21  joined also, I just want to welcome all the library

         22  systems for being here today to testify, Queens, New

         23  York and Brooklyn.

         24                 At this point I would like to ask

         25  Assembly Member Jonathan Bing to testify on this
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          2  issue and the work that he has been working on up in

          3  Albany.

          4                 ASSEMBLYMAN BING:  I thank Chairman

          5  Serrano and the members of the Cultural Affairs,

          6  Libraries and International Intergroup Relations

          7  Committee, for the opportunity to testify today.

          8                 There is no greater gift to the

          9  public than knowledge and information, with the

         10  ability to learn comes the ability to better one's

         11  life in any number of ways -- financially,

         12  physically, emotionally, spiritually.  Our public

         13  libraries provide that gift and that ability day in

         14  and day out at no charge, and that is something we

         15  must preserve.

         16                 For some time, though, libraries have

         17  been treated as an afterthought in New York State,

         18  left struggling for adequate funding in good times

         19  and bad.

         20                 In fact, the state aid formula for

         21  libraries has been the same every year since 1990,

         22  with no provisions for inflation.  Any increases in

         23  recent years were the result of hard-fought battles

         24  won by the Assembly, but not guaranteed from year to

         25  year.
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          2                 If libraries are to become the 21st

          3  century centers of knowledge, not to mention

          4  entertainment, that citizens need, we in government

          5  must do more.

          6                 I have been leading the fight for

          7  libraries every since my election last year.

          8  Because of population losses reflected in the 2000

          9  Census, libraries in some parts of New York face

         10  severe budget cutbacks, despite the fact that while

         11  the populations fell, the costs of library

         12  operations did not.

         13                 I am sponsoring a bill in the

         14  Assembly right now, A.8365- A, co-sponsored by 15 of

         15  my colleagues whose districts stretch from the North

         16  Country to Long Island that will ensure libraries

         17  get at least the funding levels they saw in 2001.

         18                 It is also the first step in

         19  re-configuring the formula for state library aid so

         20  that New York City libraries can receive their fair

         21  share of state library funding.

         22                 Thus, I strongly support City Council

         23  Resolution 962, introduced by Chairman Serrano,,

         24  calling upon the New York State Legislature to use

         25  up-to-date Census data to determine funding for our
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          2  City's library system.

          3                 This year I joined in a bipartisan

          4  spirit with other members of the Legislature to

          5  overwhelmingly reject the Governor's poor budget

          6  choices.

          7                 Over his objections we passed our own

          8  budget that restores more than $17 million to New

          9  York City libraries and $1.1 billion to state aid to

         10  schools.  The Legislature's budget saved vital

         11  programs such as adult literacy services,

         12  parent-child reading programs, and job placement

         13  assistance.

         14                 The restored state aid will help

         15  maintain and improve libraries by providing funding

         16  for construction, updating materials and technology,

         17  and improving services for minorities and the

         18  disabled.

         19                 It is important to note that more

         20  Republican Assembly Members broke with the Governor

         21  to vote with the Democrats for override of the

         22  Governor's veto for full restoration of library

         23  funding than for any other of the 120 overrides

         24  taken by the Assembly this year.

         25                 Thus, it is clear that support of
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          2  library funding is not a downstate-upstate issue,

          3  not a rural-urban matter, but something that is

          4  important to all of our communities in New York City

          5  and New York State.

          6                 The bottom line is this:  No

          7  investment pays off down the road like those we make

          8  in libraries, because they are investments in the

          9  public.  They are a resource too valuable to let

         10  slip away.  With the vigilance and efforts of

         11  concerned citizens across this state, we can make

         12  sure that they remain havens of enlightenment in our

         13  communities.  Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you very

         15  much, Assemblyman.

         16                 Before I turn it over to the library

         17  systems, just a quick question.  In your estimation,

         18  what do you think is the major sticking point that

         19  this has not happened at this time?

         20                 ASSEMBLYMAN BING:  I think that one

         21  thing that my piece of legislation does is to put a

         22  floor on the library funding that upstate districts

         23  receive, that all districts receive basically saying

         24  that a library system cannot get less money than

         25  they received in 2001.
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          2                 I think we need to do that as a first

          3  step because with the population shift, in order to

          4  convince, I think in order to convince the State

          5  Senate, which is the leadership being from Upstate

          6  New York and districts which would lose money under

          7  reconfiguring of the formula, I think we need to

          8  hold them harmless with the current funding so that

          9  they can support legislation that would reconfigure

         10  the funding that would increase New York City

         11  libraries funding more.  Without the hold harmless I

         12  think that it would be very difficult for Upstate

         13  legislators to vote for something that would reduce

         14  their amount of library funding.

         15                 So, therefore, I think that's what

         16  the hold up is making this, my legislation be the

         17  first step, passing the legislation hopefully with

         18  the support of Senator Farley, the chairman of the

         19  Libraries Committee, and then once out there, once

         20  the Upstate legislators know that they will not be

         21  losing money by voting for a reconfiguring of the

         22  formula, passing legislation which reconfigures the

         23  same formula based on the more recent population

         24  data.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Well,
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          2  Assemblyman, I thank you very much for your

          3  leadership on this issue, and I look forward to

          4  working with you, as does the rest of the City

          5  Council, in trying to achieve this goal of using the

          6  current census data, and I once again, thank you for

          7  all of your hard work on this.

          8                 ASSEMBLYMAN BING:  Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Representing

         10  the three library systems, we have Ginnie Cooper

         11  from the Brooklyn Public Library, Paul LeClerc from

         12  the New York Public Library, and Thomas Galante from

         13  the Queens Public Library.

         14                 We will begin with Ginnie, who will

         15  give us some testimony on this issue.

         16                 MS. COOPER:  Good morning, Chairman

         17  Serrano, members of the Committee, and the

         18  Councilman from Brooklyn, I am especially pleased to

         19  see you here today, and Assemblymember Bing.

         20                 I am Ginnie Cooper.  I am the

         21  Executive Director of Brooklyn Public Library, and I

         22  want to thank the City Council for giving us the

         23  opportunity today to discuss Resolution 962-A, which

         24  calls on The New York State Legislature to use

         25  current census data when allocating state funding to
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          2  New York City's three library systems.

          3                 Before I talk about that, I'm going

          4  to just take a moment to give you a bit of

          5  background about our budget in the current situation

          6  as we enter the final days of the first quarter of

          7  the fiscal year.

          8                 Also, this is my first opportunity to

          9  personally thank Chairman Serrano, the members of

         10  this Committee, and the others on the Council for

         11  their incredible work on behalf of libraries during

         12  the budget negotiations in May and June of this

         13  year.

         14                 Your understanding of the importance

         15  of the work that libraries do every day with all of

         16  New Yorkers, but especially with children, resulted

         17  in the restoration of more than $4.3 million to

         18  BPL's budget for this fiscal year.  We are grateful

         19  for your strong support and your community thanks

         20  you.

         21                 This restoration has resulted in an

         22  increase in library hours this fall.  Seventeen

         23  libraries now are open six days a week, including

         24  four neighborhood libraries and Central Library open

         25  on Sundays.  Twenty-three libraries, however, are
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          2  still on a five-day schedule.

          3                 In addition, we have been able to

          4  make a modest, and much needed, addition to our book

          5  budget.

          6                 Current hours of public service and

          7  the book budget are a significant improvement over

          8  where we were just this past summer, and a huge

          9  improvement over what we thought it might be last

         10  spring.

         11                 Nevertheless, we're still a long way

         12  from providing six-day service at every branch as we

         13  did only two years ago, and our book budget is still

         14  significantly less than it should be when compared

         15  other libraries, especially other urban libraries.

         16                 So that's why this resolution, this

         17  Council resolution on funding from the State

         18  Department of Education is so important.

         19                 We understand and appreciate that

         20  both the City and the State have to make difficult

         21  decisions about allocating limited resources.  And

         22  as you well know, the libraries have had our fair

         23  share of funding reductions over the past several

         24  years.  We expected that; we absorbed it.

         25                 And if the State Department of
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          2  Education simply followed State Education Law and

          3  allocated funds to the three New York City Library

          4  Systems on a per capita basis, using current census

          5  data, instead of the 1990 figures on which they

          6  still rely, Brooklyn Public Library would receive an

          7  increase in funding of about $350,000, and the three

          8  systems combined would receive about $1.5 million.

          9                 While the State Department of

         10  Education's funds are technically unrestricted, we

         11  typically use them to purchase more books, upgrade

         12  technology, to support our programs for the aging,

         13  and the Child's Place for Children with Special

         14  Needs and our Central Library.  As you can imagine,

         15  these State funds are an important supplement to our

         16  City funds.

         17                 This year, if the State had provided

         18  the additional funds we should have received based

         19  on the 2000 census, we would have bought about

         20  15,000 more books.  And if the State had used the

         21  new census figures since 2001, when they were first

         22  available, we would have about 45,000 more books, or

         23  about 800 books for each of Brooklyn's neighborhood

         24  libraries.

         25                 I urge the Committee and the Council

                                                            15

          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2  to adopt this resolution.  Were the State to follow

          3  suit and allocate funding as required by State

          4  Education Law, all three New York City Library

          5  Systems would see more money, and New Yorkers would

          6  enjoy improved libraries.

          7                 Thank you for giving me an

          8  opportunity to testify today and I'd be happy to

          9  answer any questions anybody may have.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you very

         11  much.

         12                 Before I turn it over to the next

         13  speaker, I would like to recognize that the

         14  Committee has been joined by Allan Jennings, member

         15  of this Committee.  Thank you for being here.

         16                 Next, Paul LeClerc.

         17                 MR. LeCLERC:  Good morning.  Chairman

         18  Serrano, members of the City Council, Assemblyman

         19  Bing (in absentia), ladies and gentlemen, my name is

         20  Paul LeClerc and I am the President of the New York

         21  Public Library, and I am joined in this testimony by

         22  our Senior Vice President and Director of the Branch

         23  Libraries, Mary K. Conwell, as well as staff who,

         24  should questions arise, have an enormous amount of

         25  experience and knowledge about State funding at the
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          2  New York Public Library.

          3                 We thank you for this opportunity to

          4  testify in support of Resolution 962-A, which calls

          5  on the New York State Legislature to use the 2000

          6  census data when allocating State funding to New

          7  York City's three public library systems.

          8                 I'd like to begin by thanking each

          9  member of this Committee, Council Speaker Miller,

         10  and your City colleagues, for the resolve each of

         11  you showed in adopting the FY04 City budget.  Your

         12  remarkable commitment to public libraries showed an

         13  understanding of the vital role that our libraries

         14  play for many, many millions of New Yorkers every

         15  single year as an engine for educational and

         16  economic opportunity.

         17                 As a result of the restorations to

         18  the FY04 City budget, our library is now able to

         19  provide five days of service at 67 branches, six

         20  days of service at 15 branches and seven days of

         21  service at our three borough based library centers.

         22  Even with these restorations, the New York Public

         23  Library has lost $16 million in City funding since

         24  FY03 with the potential loss of an additional $7

         25  million in FY05, since the restorations that the
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          2  Council made were not baselined.  That's a very,

          3  very important consideration, Mr. Serrano.  The

          4  restorations were fabulous, it held us at the FY03

          5  level, down $16 million, but the $7 million that

          6  were restored to the libraries budget were not

          7  included in the baseline, which means that for FY05

          8  we are going to have to urge you to restore all of

          9  those funds once again and put them back into our

         10  budget and the budget of the other two library

         11  systems.

         12                 The New York Public Library currently

         13  receives $20 million in State funds.  It has been

         14  five years since our Library received a baselined

         15  State funding increase, meaning that libraries have

         16  not been able to expand programming and have had to

         17  absorb inflationary costs.  In addition, the State's

         18  failure to adjust the formula funding to meet the

         19  2000 census data has cost libraries in New York City

         20  nearly $1.5 million and, more specifically the New

         21  York Public Library $515,000 annually over the last

         22  two years or cumulatively in these last two years

         23  $1.1 million.

         24                 An additional $515,000 in State funds

         25  to the New York Public Library could result in the
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          2  following kinds of improvements to our programs and

          3  services:

          4                 1.  We could increase services to

          5  blind and visually impaired readers.  Staff and

          6  services at the Andrew Heiskell Braille and Talking

          7  Book Library in Manhattan would be enhanced and

          8  hours increased at this vital facility that annually

          9  circulates over 500,000 materials, and provides

         10  barrier-free accessible service to over 15,000

         11  people on-site while responding to 10,000 telephone

         12  requests a year.

         13                 2.  Outreach services.  The New York

         14  Public Library could increase literacy services to

         15  new immigrant populations that relay on our free

         16  English as a Second Language and basic adult

         17  literacy programs.

         18                 Presently, 20 of our branches offer a

         19  total of 129 ESOL classes.  Approximately 3,225

         20  students register for these classes on a yearly

         21  basis.  On average, 4,000 plus students are not able

         22  to register for our classes due to lack of space.

         23  Services to correctional and prison facilities could

         24  also be increased, including information on seeking

         25  a job following release from prison and other

                                                            19

          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2  valuable educational, community and social services

          3  information.

          4                 3.  More books in our branches.  An

          5  additional $400,000 could be used to purchase 30,000

          6  books, or 350 new books per branch at the New York

          7  Public Library.

          8                 4.  Business resources.  Additional

          9  collections and especially electronic resources at

         10  the Science, Industry and Business Library could be

         11  purchased at a time when these resources are needed

         12  more than ever.  For example, since 9/11, use of our

         13  Business Library Small Business Website is up by

         14  40%.   An enormous increase in rate of usage.

         15                 We, therefore, urge this Committee

         16  and the City Council to adopt Resolution 962A that

         17  would benefit the three New York City library

         18  systems and the 40 million visitors who annually use

         19  them.

         20                 I also would like to commend

         21  Assemblyman Bing for his leadership in Albany in

         22  introducing Assembly Bill 8365, which would require

         23  the State aid to libraries and library systems be

         24  calculated using the 2000 federal census while

         25  ensuring that libraries that had a decrease in
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          2  population will not receive less aid than whey they

          3  received in calendar year 2001.  By working

          4  together, I believe that the City Council and the

          5  State Assembly are guaranteeing that their residents

          6  in their districts who utilize public libraries

          7  every day will have access to high quality services,

          8  materials and programs.

          9                 Our Library was so pleased that many

         10  of you, including Council Member Serrano and

         11  Assemblyman Bing, were able to attend the Children's

         12  and Young Adult's Summer Reading Celebrations at

         13  your neighborhood branches.  This was a terrific

         14  opportunity for all of you to join the 23,000

         15  children and teenagers who read in our Library

         16  System over 274,000 books this summer and to

         17  celebrate the importance of reading.  These numbers

         18  represent a 35% increase over last at the New York

         19  Public Library and highlight the continued need for

         20  children's services in our library systems.

         21                 In closing, let me thank each of you,

         22  your Council colleagues, and Assemblyman Bing for

         23  your extraordinary commitment to public library

         24  services over the years, and especially over the

         25  last 12 to 14 months.  We know that we can continue
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          2  to count on your leadership once again in shaping

          3  the budget for next year that keeps libraries open

          4  with books on shelves and quality programs.  I look

          5  forward to answering any questions that you might

          6  have.  Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you, Mr.

          8  LeClerc.  I would like to mention that the Committee

          9  has been joined by one of its members, David Weprin

         10  who also happens to be the Chair of the Finance

         11  Committee.  Thank you, David, for being here.

         12                 After the next speaker, now that we

         13  have a quorum, we will take a quick vote on the

         14  Celia Cruz Resolution, but at this point, I would

         15  like to have Thomas Galante give us his testimony.

         16  Thank you.

         17                 MR. GALANTE:  Thank you and good

         18  morning.  My name is Thomas Galante and I am the

         19  Interim Director of the Queens Borough Public

         20  Library.  I want to thank Chairman Serrano and also

         21  the Queens' members who have joined us, Councilman

         22  Weprin and Allan Jennings, and the members of the

         23  Committee for taking the time on this critical issue

         24  we are here to discuss today.

         25                 The issue is rather simple.  The
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          2  State provides funding to libraries throughout New

          3  York State based upon population.  Population has

          4  changed over the last decade; however, the State

          5  continues to use 1990 federal census to distribute

          6  library aid, instead of the more current 2000

          7  census.

          8                 As a result, the people of Queens

          9  have been shortchanged nearly $2 million in State

         10  funding for their libraries.  I applaud each of you

         11  for taking a stand so that we in New York City rally

         12  to seek our fair share.  We fully support Proposed

         13  Resolution 962-A.

         14                 The reason the State continues to use

         15  the old population data is also simple.  Those

         16  libraries that lost population would see decreased

         17  library funding.  Those libraries that gained

         18  population would receive increased library funding.

         19  To hold those libraries "harmless" who lost

         20  population, while keeping the total library aid at

         21  its old level statewide, the State has decided to

         22  continue to use the 1990 Federal Census. As a

         23  result, those libraries who gained population are

         24  shortchanged.

         25                 The solution to this inequity is
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          2  simple.  The State must either implement the use of

          3  current population for the allocation of aid, or

          4  implement the current population and provide new

          5  funding for those libraries that lost population.

          6  Now that is exactly what was mentioned by

          7  Assemblymember Bing in his Bill that he is

          8  introducing.

          9                 Queens County has had the largest

         10  growth in population in the State.  For each of the

         11  past three years, library aid for 278,000 new

         12  Queens' residents has been ignored.  All people in

         13  Queens count!  I believe that we have buttons that

         14  we've left for each of you as well so that will

         15  address that.  Great.

         16                 Forty-seven out of New York State's

         17  62 counties have populations less than those 278,000

         18  people.  Surely the State would not ignore the

         19  people in those 47 counties.  The population growth

         20  in Queens County alone is more than the population

         21  of 1,479 out of the 1,485 towns, villages and cities

         22  in New York.  So think about that, I mean that's

         23  like the State saying that they ignore almost 1,500

         24  towns, villages and cities.  The State would deny

         25  funding support to our fellow citizens in those
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          2  1,479 nor should it deny funding to the residents of

          3  the Borough of Queens.  All people in Queens must

          4  count!

          5                 The essence of library service in New

          6  York is the ability to access the accumulation of

          7  the world's knowledge, wisdom and culture.  This is

          8  critical in Queens County, among the most ethnically

          9  and linguistically diverse counties in the Nation.

         10                 Underfunding New York City's

         11  libraries cripples equitable access to information,

         12  which in turn hobbles education and economic

         13  development.  In the long run it undercuts the

         14  people of New York and our State's competitive

         15  advantage with businesses in other states, the

         16  nation, and the world.

         17                 Equitable funding is essential if we

         18  are going to make New York's young people and New

         19  York's workforce competitive int he national and

         20  global marketplace.  There exists in Queens and

         21  throughout the State a critical need for additional

         22  funding to buy books and renovate library buildings

         23  that are aging and in need of expansion.  Additional

         24  funding is also needed to handle the sheer volume o

         25  f people coming through our doors.  Customer visits
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          2  and circulation grew over 30% during the 1990's to

          3  17 million visits and 17 items, 17 million items

          4  borrowed.  Denying the residents of the City with

          5  the funding needed to serve it's newest residents is

          6  just plain wrong.

          7                 In this era of budget cuts and belt

          8  tightening, the Queens Library has sustained cuts to

          9  our expense budget of over $10 million over the last

         10  18 months.  Our capital budget has been cut more

         11  than 50%, a total of almost $19 million.  As a

         12  result, we have had to end six-day service at many

         13  of our branches, eliminate the purchase of hundreds

         14  of thousands of books, and cancel innovative

         15  programs.

         16                 Despite these setbacks, people in

         17  Queens continue to flock to their libraries because

         18  we represent, in a most tangible way, hope for a

         19  better life and a more prosperous and learned

         20  tomorrow.

         21                 The City Council by holding this

         22  hearing and passing this resolution will send a

         23  clear signal to the State that our children will not

         24  be shortchanged.  Queens is a beacon for so many, an

         25  entry point into this country for immigrants from
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          2  all over the world.  Our population explosion has

          3  meant an increase in the demand for library services

          4  and programs.  And that is a wonderful thing.  We

          5  need our State's support so we can help the State.

          6                 All the residents of New York are

          7  important and deserve the best informational and

          8  library services we can provide. With the State

          9  deferring the integrity of it's own per capita-

         10  based funding formula, the Queens Library now

         11  receives the least per capita aid of any system in

         12  this State, even though we are the busiest system in

         13  the United States.  We need proportionate, per

         14  capita funding now.

         15                 In closing, I want to thank Chairman

         16  Serrano, all of the member of this Committee, and

         17  those in the Council, who have signed onto Proposed

         18  Resolution 962-A.  Your advocacy is an important

         19  step in securing the legislative support that is

         20  necessary to serve all of the people of New York

         21  City.  Thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you.

         23                 Before I continue and my colleagues

         24  continue with some questions, I would like to call

         25  the roll on Resolution No. 999, honoring the life

                                                            27

          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2  and legend of Celia Cruz.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote stands at

         12  four in the affirmative, none in the negative, with

         13  no abstentions, and is left open.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you very

         15  much.

         16                 I would like to thank you all once

         17  again for being here and always being so gracious

         18  and coming before this Committee, quite often to

         19  provide very valuable testimony, helping drive home

         20  the points throughout the two years that I have been

         21  Chair of this Committee of the importance of the

         22  public libraries to this City and to the foundation

         23  in which it stands.  So I thank you for always being

         24  here, always being so gracious and always giving

         25  well-informed testimony.
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          2                 The census data, this is really such

          3  a no brainer, that's probably why we're moving so

          4  quickly with this hearing today, it just, I don't

          5  know any argument against it.  This is just

          6  something that is just not happening and we can't

          7  figure it out why.  But it's important that we have

          8  this hearing to let people know that we haven't

          9  forgotten.

         10                 This data has been out for three

         11  years, and it's so incredible that this is not

         12  something that happened the other day.  So, there's

         13  been opportunities to make this happen for quite

         14  some time.

         15                 Paul LeClerc mentioned areas of

         16  increased demand.  Can the other two systems speak a

         17  bit about areas in your respective library systems

         18  where you've seen increased demand and how this

         19  additional funding could be helpful?

         20                 MS. COOPER:  I'll begin by telling

         21  you that the single biggest need we have in Brooklyn

         22  is a way to make sure that we have a good place for

         23  children to come at the end of the school day.  I

         24  think the figure we've used in our testimony that

         25  you spoke, Chairman Serrano, is about 100,000 kids a
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          2  day.  I bet it's higher than that.  Because, in

          3  truth, Brooklyn has 668,000 children under the age

          4  of 18 and I swear I see every single one of those in

          5  one of our branches after school.  So in making that

          6  there are books for them to read, making sure there

          7  are programs for them to take part in, making sure

          8  that it's a place for them to come and learn.  Do

          9  their homework, with help that we provide in a

         10  variety of ways.  That's the biggest need.  That

         11  speaks directly to what we use some of the State

         12  money for.  Help at Central Library and buying more

         13  books.

         14                 MR. GALANTE:  Queens has a similar

         15  situation.  I'll just extend it a little further.

         16  Central Library, our book collection, a big part of

         17  that comes from State funding.  Also, our Sunday

         18  service hours are provided through State funding.

         19  So there are hours of service that are delivered

         20  with that as well. Extension, coordinated outreach

         21  program, which involves programs for people with

         22  special needs is also a very important component

         23  related to this  When it gets to issues of activity,

         24  I think that our biggest issue in Queens in general

         25  is just a matter of being under built.  We don't
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          2  have enough space to put all of our customers who

          3  come in the door, have them be comfortable, be able

          4  to sit down, read a book, things like lines are too

          5  long and waiting to just check out a book, and so

          6  forth.  To get to the broader issues, I'd say space.

          7  Secondly, getting to the library materials and

          8  obviously the hours of service.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  So these are

         10  very basic things that you are looking for.  These

         11  are not luxury items.  These are things that are the

         12  bare necessities that you need to run your programs,

         13  which makes it all the more critical that we move on

         14  this quickly.  Now, I'm not sure if any of you were

         15  in the positions that you are ten years ago when

         16  1990 data came out, but maybe as a historical

         17  footnote I'd like to ask was there an equal, equally

         18  difficult ordeal in getting 1990 data to be used as

         19  opposed to 1980 data when the 1990 census data was

         20  available?

         21                 MR. LeCLERC:  We are told that it

         22  took three years for it to happen but it was done.

         23  It was done.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Do you recall

         25  when it did actually happen was there money applied
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          2  retroactively to make up for the time that had

          3  passed?

          4                 MR. LeCLERC:  No there was not.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  So it's always

          6  been an uphill battle?

          7                 MR. LeCLERC:  Much in life is,

          8  especially the good things.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Well, and the

         10  other two systems, the same deal?  Does any other

         11  members of the Committee have any questions?  Well,

         12  once again thank you for your testimony. The case

         13  that you've made is very compelling and very clear.

         14  And, although the amount of money that we're

         15  discussing here may seem small, as a percentage of

         16  the State's budget, on real dollars we are talking

         17  about $1.5 million annually, and that's a

         18  significant amount of money, especially when you

         19  think about how much you do with such little funding

         20  year after year, and as funding has decreased over

         21  the last few years steadily, it's just amazing what

         22  you continue to do and keep the hours of operation

         23  going.  I applaud you for that, but it just goes to

         24  show you how much we really need this cash, so that

         25  you can do your jobs better.  And this money would
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          2  translate into real purchases and services.

          3                 I am very thankful for Assemblyman

          4  Jonathan Bing's legislation, and I'm sure that it

          5  will preserve existing funding and ensure additional

          6  funding going forward.  So I'm looking forward to

          7  seeing this through, and I thank all of you for your

          8  support and help, and I'm looking forward to working

          9  with the three systems to make sure that this

         10  becomes a reality.  Thank you.

         11                 That concludes this very brief, yet

         12  extremely important hearing, and it just goes to

         13  show you the very important ones do go quickly.  So

         14  I'd like to thank all of you for coming.  This

         15  hearing is now adjourned.

         16                 (Hearing concluded at 11:04 a.m.)
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