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PROP. INT. NO. 473-A: 
Introduced by Council Members DeBlasio, The Speaker (Council Member Miller), Katz, Boyland, Palma, Reyna, Quinn, Brewer, Clarke, Comrie, Fidler, Foster, Gennaro, Gerson, Gonzalez, James, Jennings, Jr., Liu, Martinez, Nelson, Rivera, Seabrook, Stewart, Vann, Weprin, Recchia and Oddo
TITLE: 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to information furnished to and provided by agencies that make child care referrals.

The Committee on General Welfare, chaired by Council Member Bill de Blasio, will meet on Thursday, January 13, 2005, at 12:30 p.m. to consider Prop. Int. No. 473-A, which would amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to information furnished to and provided by agencies that make child care referrals.  
Background

On August 11, 2004, a seven-month old infant died at a group family day care facility in Forest Hills, Queens, hours after a team of inspectors visited the site.  According to media reports, Matthew Perilli suffocated when two toddlers piled toys and stuffed animals on top of him as he lay in his crib.
  The tragic death led to a critical examination of and fundamental changes at the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene’s (“DOHMH’s”) Bureau of Day Care (“BDC”), which is responsible for the licensing/registration and inspection of child care providers in New York City.  One of the issues brought to light as a result of sustained examination of BDC was the need to enhance publicly available information regarding child care facilities, to ensure that parents can make informed decisions about where to place their children.
According to the DOHMH Bureau of Day Care, there are a total of 12,593 child care facilities in New York City.
  Of this total, approximately 9,433 are regulated facilities, including 1,931 Group Day Care facilities, 1,967 Group Family Day Care facilities, 4,525 Family Day Care facilities, and 1,010 School Age facilities.
    
Parents seeking child care rely on a range of different sources of information to assist them in making their choices.  Several public agencies, including the Administration for Children’s Services and the Human Resources Administration, provide referrals for parents seeking child care.  Further, the New York State Office of Children and Family Services funds private child care resource and referral agencies in every county in New York State,
 including five in New York City.
  Resource and referral agencies refer persons seeking child care  to appropriate, available facilities and answer  questions relating to child care services.  The five state-funded resource and referral agencies in New York City operate independently of one another and perform their own outreach, but have formed the New York City Child Care Resource and Referral Consortium (“the Consortium”) to share the referral caseload and operate a  database containing information regarding child care providers in New York City.
  The Consortium fields approximately 15,000 calls annually from parents seeking child care.
  Referral agencies provide most of their services free of charge.  More specialized services at private agencies, however, may involve a fee.

Agencies that provide child care referrals to parents do not always have the information they need to ensure that parents can make informed decisions regarding the safety and quality care of children.  According to a report by the Citizens’ Committee for Children (“CCC”), referral agencies do not always have access to up-to-date  information regarding the inspection, complaint and violation records  of child care providers.
  Information received from the state by the Consortium regarding providers in New York City is sometimes outdated or insufficient for parental inquiries.
  Prop. Int. No. 473-A would require DOHMH to furnish information it has about child care providers who have had their license or registration terminated or suspended to resource and referral agencies, which would help resource and referral agencies to provide parents with more accurate information regarding child care providers.  
Prop. Int. No. 473-A also would require DOHMH to publish a pamphlet to provide basic information about child care for parents.  The pamphlet would include information about key rules and regulations regarding child care, such as mandated staff and adult/child ratios and maximum capacity and health and safety standards; and what government authorities are responsible for regulating child care programs and how to contact them.  The pamphlet also would recommend that parents ask child care providers to see the program’s current license and not enroll their child in a program that does not have a current license.  These pamphlets would be translated into Arabic, Chinese, Haitian Creole, Korean, Russian, and Spanish in order to reach diverse communities throughout New York City.  

Analysis

Prop. Int. No. 473-A would add a new § 17-919 to the administrative code of the city of New York to require provision to referral agencies information regarding any child day care program with a current suspension of its license, registration or permit or that has had its license, registration or permit terminated.
  Referral agencies includes the Administration for Children’s Services, the Human Resources Administration, and state-funded child care resource and referral agencies operating in New York City.
  In addition, Prop. Int. No. 473-A would require DOHMH to publish an informational pamphlet, which would be translated into Arabic, Chinese, Haitian Creole, Korean, Russian, and Spanish and distributed to all child day care referral agencies.
  The pamphlet would include information regarding the government authorities responsible for regulating child day care programs and provide contact information for persons with questions or complaints,
 describe key rules or regulations relating to child day care, including mandated staff and adult/child ratios, maximum capacity and health and safety standards,
 describe the inspection process and the registration, licensing and permitting processes for child day care programs,
 and advise parents seeking child day care to ask providers to see the program’s current license, registration or permit and not to enroll a child in any program that does not have a current registration, license or permit or has a current suspension of its registration, license or permit.
  

Effective Date

This local law shall take effect 180 days after its enactment. 
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� Article 47 regulates Group Day Care providers with respect to staff qualifications, personnel screening (health and criminal background), staff-to-child ratios, training requirements, required medical examinations, recreation, food storage and service, safety of premises, transportation and night care services.  Under Article 47, providers must be licensed prior to operation and permits are valid for up to two years and must be renewed upon expiration.


� Family Day Care, Group Family Day Care, and School Age child care are regulated pursuant to the Quality Child Care and Protection Act of 2000, NYS Social Service Law, § 390, and 18 NYCRR. 


� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/becs/referralagencys.asp" ��http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/becs/referralagencys.asp�. 


� The Consortium includes Child Care Inc., Child Development Support Corporation, Chinese-American Planning Council’s Asian Child Care Referral Program, Committee for Hispanic Families and Children and the Day Care Council.  


� Information on file with the General Welfare Committee. 
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� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.childcareinc.org/parents/finding_care.php" ��http://www.childcareinc.org/parents/finding_care.php�. 


� Citizens’ Committee for Children, Child Care Oversight: Assuring Safety, Health and Learning in Early Care and Education Services, 33.


� Information received from the State relates to child care regulations, and may not sufficiently enable resource and referral agencies to meet the concerns of parents.  For example, a provider legally licensed to operate a child care facility may not be operating a facility currently, which the information in the state database would not convey. 


� § 17-919 (b). 


� § 17-919 (a)(2).


� § 17-919 (d).
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