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I. INTRODUCTION
On February 13, 2025, the Committee on Consumer and Worker Protection, chaired by Council Member Julie Menin, will hold a vote on Proposed Introduction Number 888-A (Proposed Int. No. 888-A), in relation to requiring unsolicited offers to purchase certain residential properties to include disclosures of market value and Proposed Introduction Number 901-A (Proposed Int. No. 901-A), in relation to requiring unsolicited offers to purchase certain residential properties to include disclosures of market value. The Committee heard earlier versions of these bills on November 13, 2024 and received testimony from the Department of Consumer and Worker Protection (DCWP), Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD), Department of Finance (DOF), Department of the Aging, legal services providers, individuals impacted by deed theft, and other interested stakeholders.
II. BACKGROUND
a. Deed Fraud and Home Title Theft
[bookmark: _Ref52792763][bookmark: _Ref52792742]In recent years, the occurrence of real property scams, such as real property deed fraud, has been on the rise.[footnoteRef:1] Factors that have led to this increase include the 2008 foreclosure crisis and resulting recession, as well as the significant rise in property values that the City has seen as part of its recovery.[footnoteRef:2] Additionally, as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, homeowners facing snowballing debts and possible defaults may become more vulnerable to deed fraud scams.[footnoteRef:3] Homeowners targeted for deed fraud scams “are largely from the most vulnerable segments of our society–people of color, the elderly, the financially disadvantaged, the medically infirm, the uneducated, and the unsophisticated.”[footnoteRef:4]  [1:  See Press Release: Attorney General James Launches Protect Our Homes Initiative To Combat Deed Theft, New York State Attorney General, January 11, 2020, accessed at https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/2020/attorney-general-james-launches-protect-our-homes-initiative-combat-deed-theft (last accessed November 14, 2024); see also “What You Need to Know About Foreclosure ‘Rescue’ Scams,” The Legal Aid Society, March 31, 2020, accessed at https://www.legalaidnyc.org/get-help/housing-problems/what-you-need-to-know-about-foreclosure-rescue-scams/ (last accessed November 14, 2024).]  [2:  Supra note 17.]  [3:  Nolte J, Hanoch Y, Wood S and Hengerer D (2021) Susceptibility to COVID-19 Scams: The Roles of Age, Individual Difference Measures, and Scam-Related Perceptions. Front. Psychol. 12:789883. doi: 10.3389/fpsyg.2021.789883, available at https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/psychology/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2021.789883/full. ]  [4:  See Report of the Grand Jury of the Supreme Court State of New York First Judicial District, December 2018, accessed at https://www.manhattanda.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Deed-Fraud-Grand-Jury-Report.pdf (last accessed November 14, 2024); see also NYS Dep’t. of Financial Svcs., Foreclosure Rescue Scams and Home Equity Theft, https://www.dfs.ny.gov/consumers/scams_schemes_frauds/foreclosure_rescue_scams (last accessed November 14, 2024).] 

While deed fraud scams occur through differing methods, all involve the fraudulent transfer of the ownership of a home to a third party.[footnoteRef:5] The results of these scams can be devastating to homeowners, who may already be struggling under the weight of an impending foreclosure or a death in the family, both financially and emotionally, when they realize that the home they thought they owned may now on paper belong to someone else.[footnoteRef:6] [5:  “Deed Theft Scams,” Center for NYC Neighborhoods, accessed at http://cnycn.org/2015/06/deed-theft-scams/ (last accessed November 14, 2024).]  [6:  Id.] 

There are two main types of deed theft: forged deeds and fraudulently transferred deeds.[footnoteRef:7] The first type of deed fraud is the outright forgery of deeds, in which the scammer will create a fake deed, sign as the buyer, forge the signature of the homeowner/seller, and record the deed, to make it look like they purchased the home.[footnoteRef:8] Such fraud makes it possible for a scammer to borrow against the property, sell it, or evict the rightful owner and live there.[footnoteRef:9] Cases of forged deeds often occur where property has been vacant for long periods of time, there is an absentee property owner, or when property has recently been inherited after the death of the prior homeowner and the new owner has not yet taken possession.[footnoteRef:10] Often, the forgers will take possession of the property without the legitimate owner’s knowledge.[footnoteRef:11]  [7:  See “Deed Theft Hits Close to Home,” accessed at https://rozariolaw.com/deed-fraud-hits-close-to-home/ (last accessed November 14, 2024); see also Stephanie Saul, “Real Estate Companies Scheme to Defraud Owners Out of Their Homes,” N.Y. TIMES, Nov. 7, 2015, accessed at https://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/08/nyregion/real-estate-shell-companies-scheme-to-defraud-owners-out-of-their-homes.html.]  [8:  Office of New York State Attorney General Letitia James, Deed Theft, available at https://ag.ny.gov/publications/deed-theft. ]  [9:  Id.]  [10:  Id.]  [11:  Id.; see also Amber Jamieson, “The Extraordinary ‘Theft’ of a Woman’s NYC Home,” N.Y. POST, Oct. 12, 2014; accessed at http://nypost.com/2014/10/12/woman-fights-to-take-back-house-stolen-in-deed-fraud-scam/ (last accessed October 4, 2020).] 

In one such situation, a property owner learned that his name had been signed on a fraudulent deed, which was subsequently filed with the City Register transferring his property, only after conducting a title search.[footnoteRef:12] In another such situation, a property owner learned that her vacant family home was being occupied by strangers after noticing that her water bill had increased.[footnoteRef:13] The deed to the house had been fraudulently executed and recorded, and the new “owner” had moved in.[footnoteRef:14] [12:  See Colin Moynihan, “7-Year Fight to Reclaim a House Stolen in the Wave of a Pen,” N.Y. TIMES, Jan. 16, 2011, accessed at https://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/17/nyregion/17house.html.]  [13:  Id.]  [14:  Id.] 

The second type of deed fraud involves tricking homeowners into signing their properties over to a scammer without knowing what they are doing.[footnoteRef:15] Often this happens in the context of a foreclosure rescue scam, whereby scammers take advantage of desperate homeowners who have fallen behind in their mortgage payments by offering various types of assistance, such as a loan modification or mortgage assistance in exchange for a fee.[footnoteRef:16] [15:  Office of New York State Attorney General Letitia James, Deed Theft, available at https://ag.ny.gov/publications/deed-theft.]  [16:  Id.] 

Common scenarios of fraudulently transferred deeds include the “lease/buyback” and the “bait and switch.”[footnoteRef:17] Under a “lease/buyback” scam, a homeowner is induced into signing a deed under the pretense that the deed transfer is required by their bank.[footnoteRef:18] The scammer promises to save a homeowner’s property from foreclosure (and in some cases repair the homeowner’s credit and/or pay off their debts).[footnoteRef:19] In exchange, the homeowner is required to “temporarily” sign the deed over to a third party.[footnoteRef:20] The homeowner can continue to remain at the property, but must pay “lease” payments to the scammer, who assures the homeowner that they can buy back the property in the future.[footnoteRef:21] Despite these assertions, the homeowner soon discovers they are, in fact, unable to buy back their property, and may instead be evicted by the new owner.[footnoteRef:22]  [17:  See “Homeowner Scams Overview,” accessed at: https://www.homeownerhelpny.com/scams-explained (last accessed November 14, 2024).]  [18:  See “Written Testimony submitted by the Office of Kings County District Attorney Eric Gonzalez to the Joint Legislative Hearing to Examine the Crisis Facing Homeowners in Brooklyn and throughout New York City,” March 15, 2019, accessed at: https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/article/attachment/written_testimony_submitted_by_the_office_of_kings_county_district_attorney_eric_gonzalez.pdf; see also “How can I protect against deed thefts and loan scams?,” accessed at https://www.legalservicesnyc.org/resources/how-can-i-protect-against-deed-thefts-and-loan-scams/, last accessed November 14, 2024).]  [19:  see also “How can I protect against deed thefts and loan scams?,” accessed at https://www.legalservicesnyc.org/resources/how-can-i-protect-against-deed-thefts-and-loan-scams/ (last accessed November 14, 2024). See also Nicole Lester Arrindell and Jenny Eisenberg, “Advocating for Victims of Foreclosure Rescue Scams”, March 25, 2015, accessed at https://empirejustice.org/training_post/advocating-victims-foreclosure-rescue-scams/ (last accessed November 14, 2024).]  [20:  See also Nicole Lester Arrindell and Jenny Eisenberg, “Advocating for Victims of Foreclosure Rescue Scams”, March 25, 2015, accessed at https://empirejustice.org/training_post/advocating-victims-foreclosure-rescue-scams/ (last accessed November 14, 2024).]  [21:  See Id.]  [22:  See Id.] 

Under the “bait and switch” scam, the homeowner may not even realize that they have signed over their deed because they are induced to sign blank or fraudulently characterized paperwork.[footnoteRef:23] Typically, the homeowner will be presented with various alleged foreclosure rescue documents to sign.[footnoteRef:24] The homeowner neither reads nor understands the documents before signing.[footnoteRef:25] As a result, the homeowner unwittingly signs a document transferring ownership of the property.[footnoteRef:26] Once the transfer documents are executed, and the homeowner believes that he or she has been rescued from foreclosure, the scammer will try to evict the homeowner.[footnoteRef:27]  [23:  Darwish Criminal Defense Attorney, Real Estate Fraud, https://www.criminallawyer-orangecounty.com/criminal-defense/fraud-crimes/real-estate-fraud. ]  [24:  Id.]  [25:  Id.]  [26:  See Nicole Lester Arrindell and Jenny Eisenberg, “Advocating for Victims of Foreclosure Rescue Scams”, March 25, 2015, accessed at https://empirejustice.org/training_post/advocating-victims-foreclosure-rescue-scams/ (last accessed November 14, 2024).]  [27:  See Id.] 

In both types of cases, the property frequently changes ownership numerous times after a deed is signed away, making it extremely difficult to find the proper owner.[footnoteRef:28] Making these cases more complicated to investigate and prosecute, is the rise of the use of sham limited liability companies (LLCs) to effectuate these scams.[footnoteRef:29] LLCs are a hybrid type of legal structure that provides their owners with the protection from liability afforded to corporations together with the tax efficiencies and operational flexibility of partnerships.[footnoteRef:30] LLCs also have the ability to shield the names of their owners and, when used to purchase property, can make it difficult to ascertain who actually owns the property.[footnoteRef:31] [28:  See Id.]  [29:  Stephanie Saul, “Real Estate Companies Scheme to Defraud Owners Out of Their Homes,” N.Y. TIMES, Nov. 7, 2015, accessed at https://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/08/nyregion/real-estate-shell-companies-scheme-to-defraud-owners-out-of-their-homes.html.]  [30:  See NYS Department of State Division of Corporations, “Forming a Limited Liability Company,” https://dos.ny.gov/forming-limited-liability-company-new-york (last accessed on November 14, 2024).]  [31:  Stephanie Saul, “Real Estate Companies Scheme to Defraud Owners Out of Their Homes,” N.Y. TIMES, Nov. 7, 2015, accessed at https://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/08/nyregion/real-estate-shell-companies-scheme-to-defraud-owners-out-of-their-homes.html.] 

[bookmark: _Ref182395280][bookmark: _Ref52867198]These scams are frequently perpetrated by distressed property consultants – individuals or entities who offer to provide foreclosure assistance to distressed homeowners.[footnoteRef:32] Although some distressed property consultants are legitimate and offer assistance to homeowners in financial distress, many seek out distressed homeowners in order to perpetrate theft or fraud.[footnoteRef:33] They search public foreclosure notices[footnoteRef:34] on file with the local Country Clerk’s office[footnoteRef:35] and contact the distressed homeowner by mail, by phone, or in person by knocking on the homeowner’s door.[footnoteRef:36] [32:  See Kimiko de Freytas-Tamura, “Why Black Homeowners in Brooklyn Are Being Victimized by Fraud,” N.Y. TIMES, Oct. 21, 2019, accessed at https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/21/nyregion/deed-theft-brooklyn.html.]  [33:  NYS Dep’t. of Financial Svcs., Foreclosure Rescue Scams and Home Equity Theft, https://www.dfs.ny.gov/consumers/scams_schemes_frauds/foreclosure_rescue_scams (last accessed November 14, 2024).]  [34:  See The Legal Aid Society, “What You Need to Know About Foreclosure ‘Rescue’ Scams,” accessed at https://www.legalaidnyc.org/get-help/housing-problems/what-you-need-to-know-about-foreclosure-rescue-scams (last accessed on November 14, 2024).]  [35:  See New York State Department of State, “Foreclosure Rescue Scams & Home Equity Theft,” accessed at https://www.dfs.ny.gov/consumers/scams_schemes_frauds/foreclosure_rescue_scams (last accessed on November 14, 2024).]  [36:  See Id.] 

b. The City Register
In the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, and Manhattan, the City Register is responsible for recording and maintaining all official documents related to transfers of real property and certain interests in personal property related to co-operatives.[footnoteRef:37] The documents recorded and maintained by the City Register include deeds, mortgages, satisfactions or assignments of mortgages, powers of attorney, and the Commercial Code financing documents for co-operatives.[footnoteRef:38] To facilitate this responsibility, DOF maintains a database of all property records called the Automated City Register Information System (ACRIS).[footnoteRef:39] The City Register accepts all recorded documents electronically through that system.[footnoteRef:40] In addition, the publicly searchable database allows users to search for and view documents from 1966 to the present.[footnoteRef:41] [37:  In Staten Island, those functions are carried out by the County Clerk.]  [38:  See DOF Checklist for Document Recording, accessed at http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/finance/downloads/pdf/land_records/doc_recording_checklist.pdf (last accessed October 4, 2020); see also, DOF ACRIS Recording Fees, accessed at 
http://www1.nyc.gov/site/finance/taxes/property-uniform-commercial-code-ucc-financing-statement.page (last accessed November 14, 2024).]  [39:  See DOF Automated City Register Information System, https://a836-acris.nyc.gov/CP/ (last accessed November 14, 2024).]  [40:  Id.]  [41:  See Id.] 

The City Register also collects the Real Property Transfer Tax (RPTT) and Mortgage Recording Tax (MRT) when documents are submitted for recording.[footnoteRef:42] The forms and other documents for paying these taxes are prepared through ACRIS.[footnoteRef:43] [42:  See DOF Divisions Organization Chart, http://www1.nyc.gov/site/finance/about/divisions.page (last accessed November 14, 2024). The RPTT is paid on all sales, grants, assignments, transfers or surrenders of real property in New York City and for the sale or transfer of at least 50 percent of ownership in a corporation, partnership, trust, or other entity that owns/leases property and transfers of cooperative housing stock shares. It applies whenever the sale or grant is more than $25,000. The MRT is charged whenever a mortgage for property in New York City is recorded. See DOF Property Tax Highlights: Real Property and Property-Related Taxes, http://www1.nyc.gov/site/finance/taxes/property.page (last accessed November 14, 2024).]  [43:  See DOF Automated City Register Information System, https://a836-acris.nyc.gov/CP/ (last accessed November 14, 2024).] 

The City Register’s discretion with respect to recording deeds is extremely limited.[footnoteRef:44] The Real Property Law sets forth all requirements for recording deeds, mortgages, and other written instruments relating to the conveyance of real property within NYS.[footnoteRef:45] Pursuant to the Real Property Law, every conveyance presented to the City Register must be recorded, so long as the written instrument being recorded has the appropriate signatures and is notarized or otherwise appropriately witnessed and that all fees have been paid.[footnoteRef:46] The State Court of Appeals has found that, so long as these requirements are satisfied, the City Register has no discretion in whether to record a written instrument – doing so is merely a “ministerial duty.”[footnoteRef:47] This is true even where the City Register may identify that the deed may be fraudulent.[footnoteRef:48] [44:  See Merscorp, Inc. v. Romaine, 8 N.Y.3d 90, 98 (2006).]  [45:  See N.Y. State Real Property Law Art. 9.]  [46:  See N.Y. State Real Property Law § 291.]  [47:  Merscorp, Inc. v. Romaine, 8 N.Y.3d 90, 98 (2006).]  [48:  See Council of the City of New York, Testimony of City Register Annette Hill before the Committee on Finance, February 1, 2016, accessed at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/View.ashx?M=F&ID=4251197&GUID=5038F017-AA0A-450C-B740-93F06D938C51.] 

c. The Office of the City Sheriff
[bookmark: _Ref52792861]The Office of the City Sheriff, situated within the Department of Finance, is headed by the Sheriff who may appoint an Undersheriff for each county, as well as Deputy Sheriffs.[footnoteRef:49] The Sheriff is an officer of the court whose main job is to serve and execute legal processes/mandates issued by the State courts, legal community and the general public.[footnoteRef:50] The Office of the City Sheriff enforces court mandates and processes.[footnoteRef:51] The majority of its duties include: 1) discovery and seizure of property; 2) cigarette tax and license enforcement; 3) arrests; and 4) serving a variety of mandates, orders, and decrees issued by various courts.[footnoteRef:52] [49:  See generally N.Y. County Law, Chapter 11, Article 17.]  [50:  See DOF: Sheriff, http://www1.nyc.gov/site/finance/sheriff-courts/sheriff.page (last accessed November 14, 2024).]  [51:  Id.]  [52:  See Id.] 

The Sheriff, Undersheriffs, and Deputy Sheriffs are designated as peace officers with the authority to make arrests, including warrantless arrests.[footnoteRef:53] As part of its investigatory and arrest powers, the Office of the City Sheriff has a Bureau of Criminal Investigation (“BCI”), which serves as the agency’s criminal tax and financial crimes investigation unit.[footnoteRef:54] BCI conducts a wide variety of criminal investigations such as investigations into alleged real property deed fraud.[footnoteRef:55] In doing so, the Sheriff works collaboratively with other governmental officials like the Attorney General, NYC Police Department, the District Attorneys’ Offices, and the State Department of Taxation and Finance.[footnoteRef:56] [53:  See N.Y. Criminal Procedure Law §§ 2.10 and 2.20.]  [54:  DOF, Sherriff’s Bureau of Criminal Investigation, https://www.nyc.gov/site/finance/sheriff-courts/sheriff-bureau-of-criminal-investigation.page. ]  [55:  See DOF: Sheriff, supra note 65.]  [56:  See Id.] 

d. The Office of the Homeowner Advocate
The Office of the Homeowner Advocate (OHA) within HPD was established by Local Law 125 of 2023 to assist homeowners in connecting with relevant agencies, city services, community based organizations, legal services organizations, and other supportive services. OHA is also tasked with providing training for homeowners on topics such as property management, renting, mortgage relief, handling lead paint, foreclosure prevention, and finances connected to property ownership.[footnoteRef:57] In addition, OHA is mandated with create public campaigns about the rights and responsibilities of homeowners. As of September 30, 2024, HPD had appointed staff to OHA to coordinate with homeowners as well as with a third party to do outreach, address homeowner complaints, and provide technical and legal assistance.[footnoteRef:58] [57:  See Local Law 125 of 2023, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5656481&GUID=F4DA7CF8-770A-4C38-B102-EEEFE09F6369. ]  [58:  Testimony of Kim Varga before the New York City Council Committee on Housing and Buildings, September 30, 2024, accessed at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6865151&GUID=BCBAB298-E485-4FA8-8378-EFF5DF2B3ED7.] 

III. LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS 
a. Proposed Int. No. 888-A
	Proposed Int. No. 888-A would require that a purchaser making an unsolicited offer to buy certain residential property disclose the market value of such property, and the right of such owner to acquire an independent appraisal for the value of the property. 
	The City sheriff would enforce this bill. Any person who violates this bill would be subject to a civil penalty of not more than $500 for the first violation, and not more than $1,000 for a second or subsequent violation. This bill would include a private right of action. There would be an affirmative defense to any adjudication of this bill for unsolicited offers submitted by buyers who have an interest in the property. This bill would take effect 120 days after it becomes law.
	Since introduction, the definitions of “market value,” “residential property,” and “unsolicited offer” have been amended. Market value would mean the estimated market value determined by the Department of Finance. Residential property would mean 1-, 2-, or 3-family residential real property classified as class 1. Unsolicited offer would mean an offer to purchase a fractional or full interest in a residential property where such owner has not solicited an offer, has not advertised such property for sale, and has not otherwise indicated an intent to sell such property absent such offer. 
	Since introduction this bill has also been amended to: include disclosure of the right to acquire an independent appraisal, increase civil penalties, establish a private right of action, establish the City sheriff as the enforcement agent, and include an affirmative defense for unsolicited offers from buyers with an interest in the residential property. 
b. Proposed Int. No. 901-A
This bill would require the Office of the Homeowner Advocate to consult with the Department of Consumer and Worker Protection to provide support and counseling to homeowners and their heirs in order to protect their asset. Such support would include financial planning, mortgage counseling and scam prevention. This bill would take effect 180 days after it becomes law.
Since introduction, this bill has been amended to require the Office of the Homeowner Advocate to consult with the Department of Consumer and Worker Protection to determine whether a referral to the Department of Consumer and Worker Protection is appropriate. 

Proposed Int. No. 888-A

By Council Members Hudson, Brewer, Hanif, Williams, Louis, Osse, Joseph, Schulman, Farías, Narcisse and Gutiérrez

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring unsolicited offers to purchase certain residential properties to include disclosures of market value
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2

14
Section 1. Title 22 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new chapter 14 to read as follows:
CHAPTER 14
DISCLOSURE OF MARKET VALUE IN UNSOLICITED OFFERS TO PURCHASE RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY
§ 22-1401 Definitions. As used in this chapter, the following terms have the following meanings:
Market value. The term “market value” means the amount listed as such on the most recent final assessment roll delivered by the department of finance to the city council pursuant to section 11-218. 
Owner. The term “owner” means a natural person who has an interest in the title to a residential property.
Purchaser. The term “purchaser” means a person who submits an offer to acquire a residential property.
Residential property. The term “residential property” means 1-, 2- or 3-family residential real property classified as class 1 pursuant to subdivision 1 of section 1802 of the real property tax law. 
Unsolicited offer. The term “unsolicited offer” means an offer to purchase an owner’s fractional or full interest in a residential property where such owner has not solicited an offer, has not advertised such property for sale, and has not otherwise indicated an intent to sell such property absent such offer.
§ 22-1402 Market value disclosure required. a. A purchaser making an unsolicited offer to an owner or such owner’s agent must disclose to such owner or agent the market value of the residential property for which such offer is being submitted.
b. A purchaser making an unsolicited offer to an owner or such owner’s agent must also disclose to such owner or agent the right of such owner or agent to acquire an independent appraisal of the value of the residential property. 
c. If such offer is submitted in writing, the disclosure required by subdivisions a and b of this section must be included in a clear and conspicuous location in such writing, of the same font size as the offer, and printed in a color that sharply contrasts with the print surrounding it. If such offer is submitted orally, the purchaser submitting such offer must provide a written document to the owner or such owner’s agent that clearly and conspicuously contains the information required by subdivisions a and b of this section, with the same font and color requirements set forth in this subdivision. 
d. The provisions of this chapter may be enforced by the city sheriff no later than 1 year from the date of a violation of this chapter.
§ 22-1403 Penalties. a. Violations of this section may be adjudicated in a proceeding before the office of administrative trials and hearings pursuant to chapter 45-A of the charter and may be adjudicated by any division or tribunal designated by such office. 
b. Any purchaser who violates any provision of this chapter or any rule promulgated thereunder is liable for a civil penalty of not more than $500 for a first violation and not more than $1,000 for a second or subsequent violation.
c. Each offer that violates any provision of this chapter or any rule promulgated thereunder constitutes a separate violation.
d. Where more than 1 offer that violates any provision of this chapter is submitted to the same owner or to such owner’s agent, each such submission shall constitute a separate violation.
§ 22-1404 Private right of action. a. Any person alleging a violation of the provisions of this chapter may commence a civil action in any court of competent jurisdiction to seek compensatory damages, including, but not limited to, injunctive and declaratory relief, attorney’s fees and costs, and such other relief as the court deems appropriate. Such civil action shall be commenced within 1 year of the date the person knew or should have known of the alleged violation. 
b. The provision of this chapter shall not limit or abrogate any claim or cause of action a person has under common law or by statute. The provisions of this chapter are in addition to any such common law and statutory remedies. 
c. Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed as creating any private right of action against the city or any agency or employee thereof.
§ 22-1405 Defense. It shall be an affirmative defense in any adjudication pursuant to this chapter that an unsolicited offer was submitted to an owner by a person who has an interest in the residential property for which such offer was submitted. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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Proposed Int. No. 901-A

By Council Members Riley, Restler, Brannan, Gutiérrez, Williams, Louis, Ossé, Joseph, Brewer, Schulman, Farías, Cabán, Won and Narcisse


..Title
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to providing certain homeownership information to homeowners and their heirs
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

16

Section 1. Paragraph 4 of subdivision b of section 1807 on the New York city charter, as added by local law number 125 for the year 2023, is amended to read as follows:
4. [Referring] In consultation with the department of consumer and worker protection, referring homeowners and their heirs to community based organizations, legal services organizations, and other organizations that provide support or counseling to homeowners on topics such as scam prevention, mortgage counseling, municipal payment assistance, repair financing, financial planning, estate planning, and navigating and accessing private financial and technical resources; 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law.
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