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I. INTRODUCTION
On March 9, 2026, the Committee on General Welfare, chaired by Council Member Crystal Hudson, will hear the following bills:
· Int. No. 139, sponsored by Council Member Tiffany Cabán, in relation to requiring the department of social services to provide a benefits interview confirmation notice;
· Int. No. 232, sponsored by Council Member Crystal Hudson, in relation to the procedure for determining that a dwelling unit is habitable for the purposes of the CityFHEPS program;
· Preconsidered Int. No. ___, sponsored by Council Member Shaun Abreu, in relation to the commissioner of homeless services coordinating with hospitals to distribute informational materials on certain weather events to patients and make services directly available to discharged patients during such events; 
· Preconsidered Int. No. ___, sponsored by Council Member Shaun Abreu, in relation to the commissioner of homeless services coordinating with hospitals to make certain supplies available to discharged patients during certain weather events; and
· Preconsidered Int. No. ___, sponsored by Council Members Lincoln Restler, Sandy Nurse and Crystal Hudson, in relation to creating an integrated and confidential data system to track all engagement with street homeless individuals.
Those invited to testify include representatives from the New York City (“NYC” or “City”) Department of Social Services (“DSS”), other interested stakeholders, and members of the public.
II. BACKGROUND
a. Int. 139-2026
New York State regulations do not provide guidelines regarding notice or confirmation for an interview. The only notice required by state regulations is for those applying for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits that have failed to appear for their interview.[footnoteRef:1] Int. No. 139 seeks to improve transparency of the benefits application process by making interview confirmation notices available to applicants. [1:  N.Y. Comp. Codes R. & Regs. Tit. 18 § 387.7.] 

b. Int. No. 232-2026
Currently, DHS requires that families with children produce two years of housing history in order to demonstrate their eligibility to enter into its shelter system. This requirement has proven to be onerous on families with children.[footnoteRef:2] Int. 232 seeks to reduce this administrative burden by shifting the requirement from two years of housing history to one year of housing history. [2:  Institute for Children, Poverty & Homelessness, “Seeking Stability: What Applying for Shelter Truly Means for New York City’s Homeless Families.” September 24, 2019. Available at https://www.icph.org/blogs/seeking-stability/. ] 

c. Preconsidered Int. No ___ (Abreu) and Preconsidered Int. No. ___ (Abreu)
“Code Blue” refers to an emergency notice that is issued automatically during winter nights when the temperature drops to 32 degrees Fahrenheit or below, including wind-chill, between 4:00 PM to 8:00 AM.[footnoteRef:3]  Between January 19 and February 8, 2026, during which time several declarations of Code Blue occurred, 18 New Yorkers died from the cold.[footnoteRef:4] According to Mayor Zohran Mamdani, hypothermia played a role in 13 of those deaths, while the other three appeared to be deaths related to substance use.[footnoteRef:5] The mayor also stated that at least six of the decedents were involved in the City’s shelter system at some point.[footnoteRef:6] As of February 6, 1,250 New Yorkers had been placed in shelters and safe havens, and 27 had been involuntarily transported to hospitals.[footnoteRef:7] These bills seek to provide certain supplies and information to individuals experiencing homelessness who are patients at hospitals during extreme weather emergencies. [3:  Coalition for the Homeless, “Extreme Cold: Code Blue”, available at: https://www.coalitionforthehomeless.org/get-help/know-your-rights/extreme-cold-weather-code-blue/ (last visited Feb. 2, 2026). ]  [4: Erica Brosnan, “Outdoor death toll in New York City rises to 18 amid extreme cold,” Spectrum News, (Feb 9, 2026), available at: https://ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/news/2026/02/09/death-toll-in-new-york-city-rises-to-18-after-extreme-cold (last visited Feb 9, 2026)]  [5:  Mira Wassef, “New York City death toll reaches 16 amid stretch of freezing weather,” Pix 11, (Feb 3, 2026), available at: https://www.newsnationnow.com/weather/new-york-city-death-toll-freezing-weather/ (last visited Feb 4, 2026)]  [6:  Brittany Krlegstein, et al., “Among 10 who died outside in NYC cold, a history of homelessness, drug use, health issues”, Gothamist, (Jan. 28, 2026), available at: https://gothamist.com/news/among-10-who-died-outside-in-nyc-cold-a-history-of-homelessness-drug-use-health-issues (last visited Mar. 3, 2026). ]  [7:  Office of the Mayor, “Mayor Mamdani Announces New Shelter and Outreach Efforts to Keep New Yorkers Safe as Temperatures Plummet” (Feb 6, 2026), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/mayors-office/news/2026/02/mayor-mamdani-announces-new-shelter-and-outreach-efforts-to-keep, (last visited Feb 9, 2026)] 

d. Preconsidered Int. No. ___ 
Presently, street outreach workers are unable to record their engagement with street homeless individuals in real-time, and DHS is unable to track their clients’ longitudinal progress. This bill seeks to strengthen coordination between street outreach teams, enhance data collection efforts, and provide policymakers with timelier and more accurate data on the state of street homelessness.
III. LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
a. Int. No. 139-2026
Bill Analysis
Int. No. 139 would require DSS to provide confirmation notice in hard copy or electronically to applicants of public assistance regarding their benefits interview. The notice would include a confirmation number, the date, time, and location of the interview, the phone number from which the interview was conducted if the interview is via telephone, and any other relevant information. This bill would take effect 90 days after it becomes law.
b. Int. 232-2026
	Bill Analysis
This bill would reduce the required housing history from two years to one year in order for families with children to demonstrate their eligibility for entry into the Department of Homeless Services (DHS) shelter system. It would additionally require DHS staff to upload all documents relevant to an applicant’s housing history to a digital case record and communicate with an applicant about any missing documents through electronic methods. This bill would give families with children at least thirty days in temporary shelter pending a determination of their eligibility for shelter, subject to the approval of the State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance. This bill would also require DHS to create an informational pamphlet listing examples of documents that could demonstrate proof of housing history and ensure that such pamphlet is posted online and distributed to families with children at the PATH intake center. This bill would take effect immediately after it becomes law. 
c. Preconsidered Int. No.__ (T2026-1352)
Bill Analysis
This bill would require the Commissioner of Social Services, in consultation with relevant New York City agency heads, to develop informational materials directed to hospitals pertaining to a Code Blue or Code Red alert. The materials would include information on agency resources during these alerts for individuals experiencing homelessness, recommended hospital procedures during these alerts, and contact information of the Department of Homeless Services (DHS) and other relevant agencies. The Commissioner would have to conduct outreach to provide hospitals with the materials for distribution to patients. The bill would also require the Commissioner to make best efforts to coordinate with hospitals during these alerts to identify discharged patients experiencing homelessness, assess what DHS resources they need, and make the resources available to them. Examples of DHS resources include direction and transportation to shelters and warming and cooling centers. This bill would take effect immediately after it becomes law.
d. Preconsidered Int. No. __ (T2026-1353)
Bill Analysis
This bill would require the Commissioner of Social Services to make best efforts to coordinate with hospitals to make available supplies to patients experiencing homelessness, upon their discharge from the hospitals. The supplies during a Code Blue alert would include a mylar thermal blanket, a set of hand warmers, a winter hat, and a pair of gloves. The supplies during a Code Red alert would include a mylar thermal blanket, a reusable water bottle filled with cold water, cooling wipes, and a bandana. This bill would take effect immediately after it becomes law.
e. Preconsidered Int. No. __ (T2026-0008)

Bill Analysis

This bill would require the DHS to create a platform, accessible via mobile devices, available to DHS staff and contractors that do street outreach work, that allows for real-time tracking and reporting of all engagement with street homeless individuals. This bill would require DHS to report to the council quarterly, the total number of unsheltered homeless persons, disaggregated by the location where they were first engaged by staff; the total number of unsheltered homeless persons who accepted services during the reporting period, disaggregated by the type of service; and the aggregate number of engagements that resulted in temporary placements or permanent housing. This bill would take effect 120 days after it becomes law.
IV. CONCLUSION
The Committee is looking forward to hearing feedback from the Administration on each of the aforementioned bills.

Int. No. 139

By Council Members Cabán, Hudson, Hanif and Louis

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of social services to provide a benefits interview confirmation notice 
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-154 to read as follows: 
§ 21-154 Benefits interview confirmation. No later than 24 hours after conducting an eligibility or recertification interview with an applicant for cash assistance, including, but not limited to, emergency assistance as such term is defined in subdivision a of section 21-150, or supplemental nutrition assistance program benefits, the department shall provide such applicant in hard copy or electronically with a confirmation notice. Such confirmation notice shall include, at a minimum:
a. A confirmation number;
b. The date and time of the interview; 
c. The location of the interview; 
d. The phone number from which the applicant received a phone call, if the interview was via telephone; and
e. Any other relevant information regarding the interview. 
	§ 2. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 232
By Council Members Hudson and Louis
..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to shelter referrals and assessments for temporary housing assistance
..Body
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 
 
Section 1. Chapter 3 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-334 to read as follows:
§ 21-334 Referrals to shelter and assessments for temporary housing assistance. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Families with children. The term “families with children” means families with adults and children under the age of 18; families with adults and children under the age of 19 attending secondary school; a single pregnant woman; and families including at least 1 pregnant woman. 
Intake facility. The term “intake facility” means the prevention assistance and temporary housing center or any successor entity. 
Shelter. The term “shelter” means a building, or individual units within a building, utilized by the department or by a provider under contract or similar agreement with the department to provide temporary emergency housing.
Temporary housing assistance. The term “temporary housing assistance” means a public assistance benefit provided to a family with children to meet an immediate need for shelter.
b. Subject to approval of the state office of temporary and disability assistance, a family with children that has applied for temporary housing assistance shall be provided with emergency shelter for at least 30 days while the assessment of eligibility to receive temporary housing assistance and suitability for referral to a shelter is completed by the department.  
c. A family with children shall not be required to furnish evidence demonstrating more than 1 year of housing history to apply for temporary housing assistance.
d. 1. No later than 30 days after the effective date of the local law that added this section, the department shall create an informational pamphlet that contains the following information: 
(a) Examples of documents that may verify housing history, including, but not limited to, utility bills, leases, and eviction notices; and 
(b) The process and criteria by which housing history is verified by the department. 
2. Such informational pamphlet shall be posted on the department’s website and distributed to every family with children who visits an intake facility.
§ 2. Chapter 3 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-335 to read as follows:
§ 21-335 Digital case record management. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Case record. The term “case record” has the meaning set forth in subdivision (a) of section 354.1 of title 18 of the New York codes, rules and regulations, regarding the maintenance of a case record for each application and for each case of public assistance.
Temporary housing assistance. The term “temporary housing assistance” means a public assistance benefit provided to a family with children to meet an immediate need for shelter.
b. The department shall maintain a digital case record for each applicant or recipient of temporary housing assistance that shall be accessible to such applicant or recipient via a secure website and application for use on mobile devices including phones. 
c. The department shall immediately inform an applicant for temporary housing assistance of any need for information to complete the assessment of such applicant’s eligibility for temporary housing assistance through the digital case record required by subdivision b of this section, in addition to any other form of notice required by applicable law, rule, or regulation.
§ 3. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Preconsidered Int. No. 
By Council Member Abreu

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the commissioner of homeless services coordinating with hospitals to distribute informational materials on certain weather events to patients and make services directly available to discharged patients during such events

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

Section 1. Chapter 3 of title 21 is amended by adding a new section 21-335 to read as follows: 
§ 21-335 Coordination with hospitals for awareness and service provision in connection with weather events. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 
Code blue alert. The term “code blue alert” means a weather emergency notice that the city issues when the temperature, including wind chill, is forecasted to reach 32 degrees Fahrenheit or below between the hours of 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m.
Code red alert. The term “code red alert” means a weather emergency notice that the city issues when the temperature is forecasted to reach at least 100 degrees Fahrenheit for at least 1 day, at least 95 degrees Fahrenheit for at least 2 consecutive days, at least 105 degrees Fahrenheit for any duration, or at least 95 degrees Fahrenheit for at least 4 consecutive days, between the hours of 12 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.
Cooling center. The term “cooling center” has the same meaning as set forth in section 30-116.
Drop-in center. The term “drop-in center” means a facility operated by the city or a provider under contract or similar agreement with the city that provides hot meals, showers, laundry facilities, clothing, medical care, recreational space, employment referrals, or housing placement services, but not overnight housing.
Shelter. The term “shelter” means temporary emergency housing provided by the city or a provider under contract or similar agreement with the city.
Warming center. The term “warming center” means an accessible space designated by the city for the public to obtain refuge during a code blue alert.
b. Development and distribution of written materials. 1. No later than 60 days after the effective date of the local law that added this section, the commissioner shall, in consultation with any agency head the commissioner deems relevant, develop flyers and pamphlets, and other written materials as deemed appropriate by the commissioner, containing information pertaining to a code blue alert and a code red alert. The commissioner shall update the content of such materials on a yearly basis to reflect any changes in law, rule, or agency practice or policy. Such materials shall include, but need not be limited to, the following information:
(a) Resources and services provided by the department and other agencies during a code blue alert and a code red alert to individuals experiencing homelessness, including but not limited to resources and services directed to such individuals discharged from hospitals during such alerts; 
(b) Recommended hospital procedures during a code blue alert and a code red alert, in compliance with applicable laws and rules, including but not limited to procedures concerning the discharge of patients experiencing homelessness and the opening of designated spaces within hospitals for warming; and 
(c) The department’s contact information and the contact information of any other agency deemed relevant by the commissioner, for purposes of hospitals and their patients obtaining additional information regarding department and other agency resources and services available during a code blue alert and a code red alert. 
2. The commissioner shall develop an outreach program to provide the materials developed under paragraph 1 of this subdivision to:
(a) Hospitals located within the city that are not affiliated with the city, for distribution to patients at the discretion of such hospitals; and
(b) Hospitals operated by the New York city health and hospitals corporation, for distribution to patients at the discretion of the New York city health and hospitals corporation.
c. Making services available to discharged patients. 1. The commissioner shall make best efforts to coordinate during a code blue alert and a code red alert with hospitals located within the city that are not affiliated with the city and hospitals operated by the New York city health and hospitals corporation, in order to:
(a) Identify individuals experiencing homelessness who are being discharged from such hospitals; 
(b) Engage with such individuals to assess what department resources and services they need; and
(c) Encourage the use of such resources and services by such individuals and directly make available such resources and services to such individuals. 
2. Such resources and services shall include but need not be limited to direction to drop-in centers, shelters, warming centers, and cooling centers, including during any extended hours, and transportation to such locations.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately. 
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Preconsidered Int. No.

By Council Member Abreu

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the commissioner of homeless services coordinating with hospitals to make certain supplies available to discharged patients during certain weather events
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 3 of title 21 is amended by adding a new section 21-336 to read as follows: 
§ 21-336 Supplies available upon hospital discharge during certain weather events. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 
Code blue alert. The term “code blue alert” means a weather emergency notice that the city issues when the temperature, including wind chill, is forecasted to reach 32 degrees Fahrenheit or below between the hours of 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m.
Code red alert. The term “code red alert” means a weather emergency notice that the city issues when the temperature is forecasted to reach at least 100 degrees Fahrenheit for at least 1 day, at least 95 degrees Fahrenheit for at least 2 consecutive days, at least 105 degrees Fahrenheit for any duration, or at least 95 degrees Fahrenheit for at least 4 consecutive days, between the hours of 12 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
b. Subject to appropriation, the commissioner shall make best efforts to coordinate during a code blue alert and a code red alert with hospitals located within the city that are not affiliated with the city and hospitals operated by the New York city health and hospitals corporation, in order to make available certain supplies to each individual experiencing homelessness being discharged from a hospital during such alerts. Such supplies shall include but need not be limited to: 
1. During a code blue alert:
(a) A mylar thermal blanket; 
(b) A set of hand warmers;
(c) A winter hat; and
(d) A pair of gloves; and
2. During a code red alert:
(a) A mylar thermal blanket;
(b) A reusable water bottle filled with cold water at the end of the individual’s discharge process; 
(c) Cooling wipes; and 
(d) A bandana. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately. 
1
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Preconsidered Int. No. 

By Council Members Restler, Nurse and Hudson

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating an integrated and confidential data system to track all engagement with street homeless individuals
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

Section 1. Section 21-319 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 217 for the year 2017, is amended to read as follows: 
§ 21-319 Unsheltered homeless population record. a. Definitions. For [the] purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 
Data Management System. The term “Data Management System” means a software system that controls, relates, retrieves, and provides accessibility to data stored in a database.
Outreach staff. The term “outreach staff” means department staff or staff contracted by the department to contact and offer services to the unsheltered homeless population. 
Unsheltered homeless person. The term “unsheltered homeless person” means an individual with a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings. 
b. Reporting. To the extent such information is provided voluntarily, the department shall maintain a record of all unsheltered homeless persons who are receiving services from or have been contacted by outreach staff, which shall be updated in real time and shall contain, to the extent available: first and last name, date of birth, race or ethnicity, and the location where outreach staff engaged the unsheltered homeless person, including but not be limited to, bus shelter, drop-in center, hospital, park, safe haven or subway. No later than September 1, 2018, and quarterly thereafter, the department shall submit to the speaker of the council and post online the following information:
1. [the] The total number of unsheltered homeless persons included in the record required pursuant to this subdivision, disaggregated to the extent available by the location where outreach staff first engaged the unsheltered homeless person; 
2. The total number of unsheltered homeless persons who accepted services during the reporting period, disaggregated to the extent available by the type of service including, but not limited to, substance use treatment, mental health services, or medical services; and 
3. The total number of engagements that resulted in temporary placements or permanent housing. 
c. Street Outreach Digital Platform. The department shall create a digital platform, accessible via mobile devices, available to outreach staff that allows for the real-time tracking and reporting of all engagement with street homeless individuals including, but not limited to, interactions such as speaking with outreach workers; assisting individuals in obtaining medical treatment; and providing referrals to services. The department shall ensure that such platform is integrated with all data management systems used by the department to track individuals receiving services, in a manner that enables secure data sharing and the longitudinal tracking of client outcomes over time, and facilitates the reporting required pursuant to subdivision b.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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