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          1  COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: Good afternoon.

          3  My name is Councilman Kendall Stewart, and I am the

          4  Chair of the Immigration Committee.

          5                 Today the Committee will vote on

          6  proposed Resolution 842-A, which urges the United

          7  States Congress to end federal raids to deport

          8  undocumented immigrants and institute comprehensive

          9  immigration reform that protects the fundamental

         10  civil liberties for immigrants and integrate

         11  immigrants fully into America society.

         12                 Currently there are estimated to be

         13  more than 5 million in the United States without

         14  legal documentation. Each year an estimated 300,000

         15  or more join the population. People who endeavor to

         16  come to the United States to work or join family are

         17  mirrored in outdated immigration laws and in

         18  unpredictable immigration bureaucracy.

         19                 For the past decade, the federal

         20  government has pursued a strict enforcement-focused

         21  strategy in order to make the nation's antiquated

         22  immigration laws fit current realities.

         23                 However, the flow of undocumented

         24  immigrants has only increased.

         25                 Rampant criminalization of immigrants

                                                            3

          1  COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2  persist throughout the United States. Federal agents

          3  have raided workplaces and homes all over the

          4  country in an attempt to deport undocumented

          5  immigrants.

          6                 Though these raids have been carried

          7  out for years, immigration raids have escalated and

          8  have become more aggressive, invasive and intensive

          9  in recent months. These raids have had a devastating

         10  impact on families and have fostered a climate of

         11  fear among the immigrant population, and several

         12  industries as well.

         13                 As a result of raids, mass

         14  deportation of immigrants have occurred with

         15  ruthless haste and blatant disregard for basic human

         16  rights and due process protections.

         17                 It is evident that the nation's

         18  immigration system is broken, and the long-term

         19  solution to the nation's immigration problem

         20  requires a comprehensive approach to reform that

         21  addresses all aspects of the United States

         22  immigration system.

         23                 For a comprehensive immigration

         24  reform plan to be effective, it is essential that

         25  the plan includes initiatives that uphold the
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          2  following principles:

          3                 1) provide a path to citizenship for

          4  immigrants currently in the United States.

          5                 2) Protect the rights of all workers.

          6                 3) Support family unification.

          7                 4) Restore fundamental due process

          8  and civil rights; and

          9                 5) Promote full civic participation

         10  and integration of immigrants.

         11                 As you may know, the Senate is

         12  currently considering a comprehensive immigration

         13  reform bill, which is the result of a bipartisan

         14  agreement that was announced on May 17th.

         15                 If enacted, this will result in the

         16  most sweeping changes in immigration law and policy

         17  in over 20 years.

         18                 Among other provisions, this bill

         19  allows undocumented immigrants to come forward and

         20  obtain a Z visa, which will provide a path to

         21  citizenship. However, the bill also mandates that Z

         22  visa applicants pay a $5,000 fine and other

         23  prohibitive fees, and requires heads of households

         24  to apply in their home countries.

         25                 The bill also establish a new
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          2  temporary guest worker program which requires

          3  immigrant workers to return to their home countries

          4  after two years, and offers little opportunity for

          5  legalization.

          6                 These provisions, however, will not

          7  go into effect until certain border security

          8  conditions are met and immigration backlogs are

          9  cleared.

         10                 In addition, the Senate bill contains

         11  provisions that eliminates several categories of

         12  family-based immigration. In place of these

         13  categories, the bill institutes a point-based system

         14  to distribute Green Cards, with reference towards

         15  immigrants who have advanced degrees and high-level

         16  skills.

         17                 The current Senate bill does not

         18  fully uphold the immigration reform principle. The

         19  proposed citizenship for undocumented immigrants is

         20  unwieldy and expensive and temporary workers are not

         21  even afforded a reasonable opportunity for

         22  citizenship.

         23                 Further, the bill erodes one of the

         24  bedrock principles of immigration that legal

         25  permanent residents have the right to sponsor family
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          2  members in favor of a system that privileges those

          3  who have advanced degrees and sophisticated skills,

          4  which will effectively preclude many from achieving

          5  the American dream, and even change the very nature

          6  of the dream itself.

          7                 As the home to a burgeoning

          8  immigration population of nearly 3 million, the

          9  stakes are high for New York City, and a

         10  comprehensive immigration reform program will have a

         11  profound impact.

         12                 The need for comprehensive

         13  immigration reform is no longer in question. It is

         14  imperative that Congress pass an immigration reform

         15  measure that fully upholds the essential principles

         16  of providing a path to citizenship for immigrants in

         17  the United States, protecting the rights of all

         18  workers, supporting family unification, restoring

         19  fundamental due process and civil rights. And

         20  promoting full civil participation and integration

         21  of immigrants.

         22                 The Committee heard testimony from

         23  numerous organizations on the issue of comprehensive

         24  immigration reform at our 13th of April hearing, and

         25  I look forward to voting on this significant
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          2  resolution today. But before we begin, I would like

          3  to first welcome for the first time, Council Member

          4  Eugene Matthews (sic) from 40th district. Welcome,

          5  Council Member Eguene Matthews (sic).

          6                 I would also like to welcome Council

          7  Member Barron, and also Council Member Palma and

          8  Council Member Mark-Viverito.

          9                 With that said, I don't know if any

         10  of my colleagues have any comments. Councilman

         11  Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Yes, I just

         13  want to be very clear about what we're saying here

         14  without resolution as it relates to the national

         15  legislation, which I think has so many flaws. I just

         16  want to make sure what we're saying in this

         17  legislation, that in general we support an

         18  expeditious process for immigrants to become

         19  citizens, not this stuff that they have up there

         20  now. Because even the guess worker program, there's

         21  no wages, no living wages and no health care

         22  committed to them, and also the fact that they have

         23  to leave and pay 5,000, and some other amendments

         24  talking about back taxes and the whole process may

         25  take 13 years, and every day there are amendments
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          2  coming in. So, our legislation is not supporting

          3  that. I just want to be very, very clear on that,

          4  and that we're supporting a general proposition of

          5  an expeditious process for citizenship for

          6  immigrants; is that correct? Okay.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: Council Member

          8  Mark-Viverito.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Thank

         10  you. I just want to thank you, Council Member and

         11  Chair Stewart and obviously all the staff, and

         12  Ulully Martinez, as well, and for drafting this.

         13                 I think it's very important.

         14  Obviously, we understand the resolutions really just

         15  speak to the sentiment of this body on issues of

         16  great concern to us, and I think it's important for

         17  us to obviously take a clear stand on this issue,

         18  which greatly impacts New York City. And that just

         19  jumping on what Council Member Barron said, you

         20  know, we were very deliberate, I know, in looking at

         21  the language to say that, yes, we encourage the

         22  debate that has been set forth by the introduction

         23  of such a bill, but there is incredible number of

         24  flaws in there. And what you're talking about, the

         25  guess worker program, is a flaw, the way it's
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          2  structured currently, the prohibitive fees that

          3  Chair Stewart mentioned, there's great flaws, but

          4  that the need for comprehensive immigration reform

          5  is really what in essence this resolution calls for,

          6  to improve upon what's been presented, to ensure

          7  that the principles of what the immigration policies

          8  that have been established in this country were

          9  always based, on family unification, that needs to

         10  remain because the way it's being structured now is

         11  disruption of families. So, it really, I think, is a

         12  very strong statement.

         13                 I'm happy to be a part of it and

         14  thankful to the leadership of our Chair and our

         15  Speaker to present this, and that it very strongly

         16  puts out the position that we as a City are taking

         17  on this national debate and dialogue.

         18                 So, I'm very proud to be a sponsor,

         19  and I look forward to the continued dialogue and

         20  discussion that will result in the oncoming months.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: Any other?

         22                 We don't have any further?  At this

         23  time I would like to call the roll.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Proposed Resolution

         25  842-A. Council Member Stewart.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: I proudly say

          3  aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         13  the affirmative, zero in the negative, and zero

         14  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         15                 Members, please sign the Committee

         16  report. Thank you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: We will keep the

         18  roll open at this time.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Mealy.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote on Reso 842-A

         22  is now at six in the affirmative, zero in the

         23  negative, no abstentions.

         24                 Council Member Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: I vote aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: The final vote on

          3  proposed Resolution 842-A now stands at seven in the

          4  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          5  abstentions. Thank you.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 12:54 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 4th day of June 2007.

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

                                   ---------------------

         24                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

                                                            13

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

