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INTRODUCTION


On January 18, 2011, the Committee on Health, chaired by Council Member Maria del Carmen Arroyo, will hold a public hearing on Proposed Int. No. 328-A, a bill that would amend the Administrative Code in relation to increasing the fee for licensing a dog that is not spayed or neutered.  The Committee first heard testimony on this legislation at a hearing on December 17, 2010. 
BACKGROUND 

New York State law requires all dog owners to license their dogs.
  The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) issues dog licenses in New York City.
  Dogs in public are required to wear a dog tag license attached to their collars.
  Currently, the fee to license a dog in New York City is $8.50 for spayed or neutered dogs or $11.50 for dogs that are not spayed or neutered, or where proof is not provided to indicate that the dog is spayed or neutered.
  Dog owners must renew the dog license annually and the fee is the same as the initial registration fee.
  Dog owners can apply for the license for their dog online and can also renew a license online.
 


There are multiple benefits to licensing one’s dog.
  Licensing contributes to animal control, protects the public health, aids in reuniting lost dogs with their owners and is an invaluable tool to reunite a dog with its owner in the event of a citywide emergency.
 Despite these benefits, the DOHMH estimates that 400,000 dogs or 80 percent of the City’s dog population are unlicensed.
  Violators can be subject to a fine ranging from twenty-five to two hundred dollars.


Recently, the State passed legislation to create an animal population control program and fund.
  The extra fee collected to license unaltered dogs would be directed to the animal population control fund to subsidize animal population control activities, including, but not limited to, free and low-cost spay and neuter services.
  This program’s purpose is to reduce the population of unwanted stray dogs and cats, thereby reducing threats to the public health and safety, as well as to reduce the cost of caring for these animals.
  The program is meant to encourage residents to have their pets spayed or neutered through providing no or low-cost spay and neutering services.
  Under the program, the DOHMH must create clinics or units where these services can be performed and formulate criteria for pet owner eligibility for such services.
  Additionally, the DOHMH Commissioner can solicit and accept funds from the animal population control fund and any other public or private source to administer this law.

Proposed Int. No. 328-A would raise the fee for licensing a dog that is not spayed or neutered.  The legislation would increase the licensing fee by $25.50, to a total of $34 to license an unaltered dog.
  The legislation allows for an unaltered dog to be exempted from the increased fee if an owner presents, with the license application, a statement certified by a licensed veterinarian stating that he or she has examined the dog and found that because of old age or other reasons, the dog’s life would be endangered by spaying or neutering.  Finally, the proposed legislation would direct that the increased dog licensing fee be directed to the animal population control fund established pursuant to section 17-812 of the Administrative Code.
PROPOSED INT. NO. 328-A
Section one of Proposed Int. No. 328-A would amend chapter 8 of title 17 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 17-813 entitled “Dog License Fee.” Subdivision a of new section 17-813 would state that in addition to the fees required pursuant to chapter 115 of the laws of 1894, as amended, any person applying for a dog license shall pay twenty-five dollars and fifty cents for any dog four months of age or older that has not been spayed or neutered unless an owner presents with the license application a statement certified by a licensed veterinarian stating that he or she has examined the dog and found that because of old age or other reasons, the life of the dog would be endangered by spaying or neutering.

Subdivision b of new section 17-813 would require that fees collected pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be directed to the animal population control fund established pursuant to section 17-812.
Section two of Proposed Int. No. 328-A would make this local law effective immediately after its enactment.
Proposed Int. No. 328-A
 

By Council Members Lappin, Brewer, Koppell, Sanders Jr., Seabrook, Nelson, Rose, Rivera, James, Mark-Viverito, Mendez and Vacca  
 

A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing the fee for licensing a dog that is not spayed or neutered.
 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1.  Chapter eight of title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 17-813 to read as follows:
§17-813 Dog license fee. a. In addition to the fees required pursuant to chapter 115 of the laws of 1894, as amended, any person applying for a dog license shall pay twenty-five dollars and fifty cents for any dog four months of age or older that has not been spayed or neutered unless an owner presents with the license application a statement certified by a licensed veterinarian stating that he or she has examined the dog and found that because of old age or other reasons, the life of the dog would be endangered by spaying or neutering.
b. Fees collected pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be directed to the animal population control fund established pursuant to section 17-812.
§2. This local law shall take effect immediately after its enactment.
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� N.Y. City Dep’t of Health & Mental Hygiene, Veterinary Public Health Services: Dog Licensing, http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/vet/vet-doglicense.shtml [hereinafter Dog Licensing] (last visited on Dec. 13, 2010).


� 24 R.C.N.Y. §161.04 (2010).


� Id.


� N.Y. Lost & Strayed Animals Act, 1894 N.Y. Laws 115 §§ 1 et seq.


� Dog Licensing, supra note 1.


� Id.


� Id.


� Id.


� CBS News N.Y., Health Dept.: 80% Of NYC Dogs Not Licensed, http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2010/09/28/health-dept-80-of-nyc-dogs-not-licensed/ (last visited on Dec. 13, 2010).


� Id.


� N.Y. City Ad. Code §§ 17-811 (2010). 


� Id.


� Id.


� Id.


� Id.


� N.Y. City Ad. Code §17-812(1) (2010).


� The base fee to license an unaltered dog is $7.40, plus a $1.00 surcharge for the tag, plus a $0.10 surcharge to study diseases of dogs. This comes to a total of $8.50. There is a differential between licensing an altered and an unaltered dog to encourage spay/neuter and animal population control. This legislation sets the differential at $25.50 and brings the total fee to license an unaltered dog to $34.00.
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