New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
[bookmark: _heading=h.zi09i122hci1]LS 21464

Prime Sponsor:
By Council Member Restler

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing a hotline and detailed reports on antisemitism and other hate- and bias-related incidents

Submitted by:
Council Member Restler

Justification:

This bill will require the City Commission on Human Rights (CCHR) to establish a support hotline for receiving reports from the public about antisemitic hate and bias incidents, as well as incidents motivated by other common or persistent forms of hate and bias. Antisemitic, anti-Asian, and anti-LGBTQ+ hate crime complaints have made up the highest number of overall hate crime complaints in the City over the past five years, according to the Mayor’s Office for the Prevention of Hate Crimes. These and other individuals and communities most affected by hate and bias should have a way to report such incidents and to access relevant support and resources. This bill will also require CCHR to track and report patterns and trends in hate and bias incidents, and to recommend policy measures to reduce hate and bias against the most-affected groups. Better monitoring of hate- and bias-related incidents, even when such incidents do not by themselves rise to the level of a hate crime, can help the City to more proactively work to improve respect, understanding, and safety for all New Yorkers, including by improving our understanding of how the frequency and severity of hate and bias incidents relate to hate crime rates.


