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I. INTRODUCTION
On June 23, 2026, the New York City Council’s Committee on Children & Youth, chaired by Council Member Althea Stevens, will hold an oversight hearing titled “Evaluation of DYCD’s Beacon and Cornerstone Programs”. The Committee will also hear the following legislation: 
· Resolution Number 0032-2026 (“Res. 32”), sponsored by Council Member Chris Banks, in relation to setting aside a portion of state revenues from sports betting to support youth sports programs, upgrade community sports infrastructure and expand access to recreational athletics for young people;  
· Resolution Number 142-2022 (“Res. 142”), sponsored by Council Member Kevin Riley, in relation to establishing the Center for Fatherhood Initiatives under the Office of Children and Family Services; 
· Resolution Number 161-2026 (“Res. 161”), sponsored by Deputy Speaker Dr. Nantasha Williams, in relation to establishing a baby bond pilot program for foster youth; 
· Resolution Number 217-2026 (“Res. 217”), sponsored by Council Member Crystal Hudson, in relation to the Predatory Marketing Prevention Act; 
· Resolution Number 276-2026 (“Res. 276”), sponsored by Deputy Speaker Dr. Nantasha Williams, in relation to creating targeted and means-tested guaranteed income programs for low-income individuals, young adults, and foster youth;
· Resolution Number 277-2026 (“Res. 277”), sponsored by Deputy Speaker Dr. Nantasha Williams, in relation to the American Opportunity Accounts Act; and 
· Resolution Number 278-2026 (“Res. 278”), sponsored by Deputy Speaker Dr. Nantasha Williams, in relation to state legislation that would require a deposit of $1,000 into an account that is managed and invested by the state comptroller to be available to eligible children when they reach the age of 18.  
Among those invited to testify are representatives from the Department of Youth and Community Development (DYCD), and other relevant unions and advocacy groups. 
II. BACKGROUND 
a. Beacon and Cornerstone Community Center Programs 
DYCD is responsible for overseeing community centers across the city, including Beacon community center programs that operate out of public schools, as well as Cornerstone community center programs that are available at New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) developments.[footnoteRef:1] These community centers offer an expansive array of programs that are available to both youth and adults, which are designed to enhance skills, create learning opportunities, and promote social interaction.[footnoteRef:2] There are currently 92 Beacons and 100 Cornerstone locations operating across New York City, with enrollment for most programs open and ongoing throughout the year.[footnoteRef:3]  [1:  NYC Office of Mayor Zohran Mamdani, “Preliminary Mayor’s Management Report”, (Mar. 2026), available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/pmmr2026/2026_pmmr.pdf (last visited June 9, 2026).]  [2:  Id.]  [3:  NYC Department of Youth and Community Development, “After-School: Beacon”, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/dycd/services/after-school/beacon.page (last visited June 9, 2026); NYC Department of Youth and Community Development, “After-School: Cornerstone”, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/dycd/services/after-school/cornerstone.page (last visited June 9, 2026).  ] 

Beacon community centers were first introduced in 1991, at a time when concerns about public safety and the proliferation of drug use in the city were widespread.[footnoteRef:4] DYCD opened 10 centers in neighborhoods with high rates of poverty, with a focus on providing safe spaces where young people could participate in activities that foster positive development and strengthen their local communities.[footnoteRef:5] In doing so, participating schools were successfully reutilized during non-teaching hours to provide communities with valuable community resources.[footnoteRef:6] Now, 35 years later, Beacon programs have expanded and continue to provide activities and structured learning through means that emphasize community and social interaction.[footnoteRef:7] Programs designed for youth (ages 5 to 21) fall into six activity categories: 1) academic enhancement; 2) life skills development; 3) career awareness and school-to-work transition preparedness; 4) civic engagement and community building; 5) recreation tied to health & fitness; and 6) appreciation of culture and art.[footnoteRef:8] Examples of some programs offered by Beacon service providers include swim, basketball, ballet, creative stage, crochet, homework help, project-based learning, and mentor/mentee assignments.[footnoteRef:9] For courses tailored for adult participants (ages 22 and up), many programs focus on skill-building, such as: adult basic education; general educational development (GED); English for speakers of other languages; parenting skills; family relations; tenant education and advocacy; intergenerational activities; and recreation.[footnoteRef:10] In the spirit of the Beacon programs’ initial mission, centers are designed to prioritize participants for whom participating in such community-based opportunities would be especially beneficial in fostering positive development.[footnoteRef:11] Beacon centers are operational year-round, and available during non-school hours on weeknights, weekends, and during the summer.[footnoteRef:12] In the first four months of the 2026 Fiscal Year (FY26), Beacon community centers served 37,851 youth participants and 7,394 adult participants.[footnoteRef:13]  [4:  DYCD, Community Centers Request for Proposals (RFP) – EPIN 26012I0016, (April 17, 2017), available at https://sachspolicy.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/DYCD-Beacon-Standalone-RFP.pdf (last visited June 9, 2026). ]  [5:  Id.]  [6:  Id.]  [7:  NYC Department of Youth and Community Development, “After-School: Beacon Youth”, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/dycd/services/after-school/beacon-youth-programs.page.]  [8:  Id.]  [9:  CAMBA, “Beacon Community Centers”, available at https://camba.org/programs/beacon-community-centers/; Goddard Riverside, “Beacon Program – Community Services for Children and Adults of All Ages”, available at https://goddard.org/programs/children-and-youth/beacon/ (last visited June 9, 2026).  ]  [10:  NYC Department of Youth and Community Development, “After-School: Beacon Adult”, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/dycd/services/after-school/beacon-adult-programs.page.]  [11:  NYC Department of Youth and Community Development, “After-School: Beacon Youth”, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/dycd/services/after-school/beacon-youth-programs.page.]  [12:  Id.]  [13:  NYC Office of Mayor Zohran Mamdani, “Preliminary Mayor’s Management Report”, (Mar. 2026), available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/pmmr2026/2026_pmmr.pdf.] 

 The Cornerstone program began in 2010 under then-Mayor Michael Bloomberg, initially offering programs at 25 NYCHA centers with the intent to help participants maintain high academic performance, enhance skills, and pursue meaningful careers.[footnoteRef:14] The initiative has since expanded to 100 centers, with a range of nonprofit organizations contracting with the City to offer programming through Cornerstones across the city.[footnoteRef:15] Currently, Cornerstone Youth programs cover a wide range of activities, including: academic support; development of life skills and interpersonal communication; healthy living; high school and higher education preparation; project-based activities; science, technology, engineering, and mathematic (STEM) learning; creative and performing arts; and entrepreneurship and leadership skills.[footnoteRef:16] While enrollment for most programs are open year-round, summer program enrollment is open only during the preceding spring, and elementary-level programs for the school year are only open from August through September.[footnoteRef:17] Furthermore, many Cornerstone providers offer opportunities for young people to participate in their NYCHA development’s Youth Council, which encourages civic engagement by inviting young people to organize and engage with their community.[footnoteRef:18] In addition to youth programming, Cornerstone also offers adult programs, which are similar to those offered by Beacon and encompass a wide range of specialties that includes educational development, family relationships, computer training and cultural activities.[footnoteRef:19] Each Cornerstone program has an advisory board that adult participants can participate in, which is comprised of residents and volunteers and meets monthly to enhance community gatherings and outreach.[footnoteRef:20] Since Cornerstone programs operate at NYCHA developments, they offer resident participants a convenient hub for community engagement and recreation close to home.[footnoteRef:21] However, while certain Cornerstone facilities have received renovations to enhance communal spaces – including CAMBA’s Stuyvesant Gardens Cornerstone Community Center, refurbished by furniture store West Elm – resident complaints about NYCHA development conditions remain.[footnoteRef:22] As of April 2026, there are still 602,850 open work orders for repairs at NYCHA facilities throughout New York City.[footnoteRef:23] These outstanding work orders are compounded by the extensive wait times, with the agency reporting that they take an average of 444 days to complete repairs, raising questions about the condition of the spaces that Cornerstone programs are being held in.[footnoteRef:24] [14:  NYC Department of Youth and Community Development, “About DYCD: History – 2010”, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/dycd/about/about-dycd/history.page#:~:text=2010 (last visited June 9, 2026).  ]  [15:  NYC Department of Youth and Community Development, “After-School: Cornerstone”, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/dycd/services/after-school/cornerstone.page (last visited June 9, 2026).  ]  [16:  NYC Department of Youth and Community Development, “After-School: Cornerstone Youth Programs”, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/dycd/services/after-school/cornerstone-youth-programs.page (last visited June 9, 2026). ]  [17:  Id.]  [18:  HANAC, “Cornerstone Astoria Houses”, available at https://hanac.org/programs-services/youth-programs/cornerstone/ (last visited June 9, 2026). ]  [19:  NYC Department of Youth and Community Development, “After-School: Cornerstone Adult”, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/dycd/services/after-school/cornerstone-adult-programs.page (last visited June 9, 2026). ]  [20:  Good Shepherd Services, “Cornerstone Programs”, available at https://goodshepherds.org/program/cornerstone-program/ (last visited June 9, 2026). ]  [21:  CAMBA, “Cornerstone Community Centers”, available at https://camba.org/programs/cornerstone-community-centers/(last visited June 9, 2026). ]  [22:  CAMBA, “CAMBA’s Stuyvesant Gardens Cornerstone Community Center Gets Modern Makeover from West Elm”, (May 12, 2023), available at https://camba.org/cambas-stuyvesant-gardens-cornerstone-community-center-gets-modern-makeover-from-west-elm/ (last visited June 9, 2026); NYC Housing Authority, “NYCHA Metrics”, available at https://eapps.nycha.info/NychaMetrics/Charts/PublicHousingChartsTabs (last visited June 9, 2026).  ]  [23:  NYC Housing Authority, “NYCHA Metrics”, available at https://eapps.nycha.info/NychaMetrics/Charts/PublicHousingChartsTabs (last visited June 9, 2026). ]  [24:  Id.] 

b. Importance of Community Centers 
The Beacon and Cornerstone programs operate on community-based models that provide youth and adults with valuable opportunities to participate in organized enrichment activities that boost skill development, improve achievement outcomes, ameliorate mental health outcomes, and expand socialization and community development. [footnoteRef:25] Scholarly research affirms that community-based programming has immense benefits for participants on an individual- and community- level.[footnoteRef:26]  [25:  NIA, “NIA Community Centers”, available at https://www.niabklyn.org/community-centers (last visited June 9, 2026).  ]  [26:  Elevance Health, “Community Centers and Their Role in Supporting a Whole-Health Approach”, (Nov. 16, 2022), available at https://www.elevancehealth.com/our-approach-to-health/whole-health/community-centers-and-their-role-in-supporting-a-whole-health-approach (last visited June 9, 2026). ] 

Developing Skills
Participation in community-based organized activities has significant impacts on skill development in myriad areas.[footnoteRef:27] Research has shown that youth who engage in organized activities, regardless of the academic rigor of such programs, often exhibit better educational outcomes.[footnoteRef:28] While Beacon and Cornerstone programs offer homework help and tutoring, activities that focus team sports or creative performance can still have a beneficial impact on youth achievement.[footnoteRef:29] In addition to building academic skills, engagement in programs such as the Youth Council or NYCHA advisory boards provide access to structured forums for participants to build leadership and interpersonal communication skills.[footnoteRef:30] Participation in organized activities has also been shown to foster critical thinking, develop coping skills, and improve problem-solving skills.[footnoteRef:31] These experiences help youth and adults alike build their confidence, learn to navigate interpersonal conflicts, and build patience.[footnoteRef:32] [27:  Boys & Girls Clubs of the Capital Area, “How Youth Can Benefit from Enrichment Activities”, (May 23, 2025), available at https://www.bgccapitalarea.org/post/how-youth-can-benefit-from-enrichment-activities (last visited June 9, 2026). ]  [28:  Id.]  [29:  Id.; NIA, “NIA Community Centers”, available at https://www.niabklyn.org/community-centers.  ]  [30:  Boys & Girls Clubs of the Capital Area, “How Youth Can Benefit from Enrichment Activities”, (May 23, 2025), available at https://www.bgccapitalarea.org/post/how-youth-can-benefit-from-enrichment-activities.]  [31:  Id.]  [32:  Id.] 

Achievement Outcomes 
Beacon and Cornerstone programs provide many courses through which youth and adult participants can learn about a variety of topics, ranging from English for individuals with limited English proficiency to computer science basics.[footnoteRef:33] As discussed above, research indicates that participation in community-based organized activities is positively correlated with academic achievement. Youth who attend programs outside of their normal school curriculum exhibit reduced absenteeism from school, improved grades and test scores, and better wellbeing overall.[footnoteRef:34] Furthermore, many Beacon and Cornerstone providers offer programs that enhance readiness for higher education which can help young people, particularly those who would become a first-generation college student, navigate the process of applying for and succeeding in college and beyond.[footnoteRef:35]  [33:  CAMBA, “Cornerstone Community Centers”, available at https://camba.org/programs/cornerstone-community-centers/.]  [34:  Afterschool Alliance, “Evaluating Afterschool: The Latest Research on the Impact of Afterschool and Summer Programs”, (Sept. 2024), available at https://afterschoolalliance.org/documents/The-Latest-Research-on-the-Impact-of-Afterschool-and-Summer-Programs-2024.pdf (last visited June 9, 2026). ]  [35:  NYC Department of Youth and Community Development, “After-School: Beacon Youth”, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/dycd/services/after-school/beacon-youth-programs.page.] 

Mental Health 
	In addition to improving coping skills and communication, organized community programs can have positive impacts on mental health.[footnoteRef:36] Socially connected youth are less likely to report feelings of loneliness and isolation, and lower rates of anxiety and depression have been reported among youth who participate in organized activities.[footnoteRef:37] According to reports by the World Health Organization’s Commission on Social Connection, young people between the ages of 13 and 17 exhibited the highest rate of loneliness, with one in five teens reporting that they felt lonely.[footnoteRef:38] Loneliness can contribute to depression, anxiety, poor self-esteem and body image, disrupted sleep, and decreased rates of face-to-face interactions that strengthens relationships; furthermore, teens experiencing loneliness were 22% more likely to underperform in school.[footnoteRef:39] As mental illnesses continue to present in a large swath of young people, community-based activities can help mitigate the effects by promoting healthy development and establishing supportive networks.[footnoteRef:40] These community-based programs can act as valuable early interventions for young people who feel that they are not supported, particularly for adolescents who may be at higher risk of marginalization, such as youth with disabilities, LGBTQ+ youth, and young people who have experienced trauma.[footnoteRef:41]  [36:  Boys & Girls Clubs of the Capital Area, “How Youth Can Benefit from Enrichment Activities”, (May 23, 2025), available at https://www.bgccapitalarea.org/post/how-youth-can-benefit-from-enrichment-activities.]  [37:  Id.; Kirsten Weir, “U.S. teens need far more emotional and social support”, American Psychological Association, (Apr. 1, 2025), available at https://www.apa.org/monitor/2025/04-05/teen-social-emotional-support (last visited June 9, 2026).   ]  [38:  Jennifer Vilcarino, “Teens Are the Loneliest People in the World, a New Report Finds. Why?”, Education Week, (Aug. 5, 2025), available at https://www.edweek.org/leadership/teens-are-the-loneliest-people-in-the-world-a-new-report-finds-why/2025/08 (last visited June 9, 2026).]  [39:  Id.]  [40:  Id.]  [41:  U.S. Surgeon General, “Protecting Youth Mental Health: The U.S. Surgeon General’s Advisory”, (2021), available at https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/surgeon-general-youth-mental-health-advisory.pdf (last visited June 9, 2026).  ] 

Positive Youth Development 
	In recent years, academic studies around methods of fostering positive youth development have been flourishing.[footnoteRef:42] Research surrounding youth development has shifted in focus from prioritizing identifying deficits in development to recognizing strengths for support networks to capitalize on.[footnoteRef:43] Studies from adolescent psychologists view youth development at both the individual level and through an environmental context;[footnoteRef:44] and such research helps inform program directors to ensure that their activities are best tailored to fostering positive development.[footnoteRef:45] Metrics used to assess development include “the five C’s”, which are competence, confidence, character, caring, and connection.[footnoteRef:46] Researchers have used these developmental theories to craft guidance for ideal program structures that will help build character in young people and reduce the likelihood of negative developmental outcomes, such as poor mental health, low civic engagement, or unemployment.[footnoteRef:47] Beacon and Cornerstone program offerings align with these frameworks by creating spaces that cultivate supportive community networks around participants, providing academic enrichment opportunities, encouraging participation in sports and recreation that boosts fitness, and creating safe spaces for young people to express themselves.[footnoteRef:48]  [42:  Nora Wiium, “Global Overview of Youth Development: Comparison of the 5Cs and Developmental Assets Across Six Countries”, National Library of Medicine, (July 23, 2021), available at https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8342942/#B39 (last visited June 9, 2026).]  [43:  Id.]  [44:  Individual development includes internal factors within the individual, including positive values, social competency, commitments to learning, and positive identity. Environmental context for development includes external factors, such as support networks, boundaries and expectations, and constructive uses of time. ]  [45:  Id.]  [46:  Id.]  [47:  Id.]  [48:  NYC Department of Youth and Community Development, “After-School: Beacon Youth”, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/dycd/services/after-school/beacon-youth-programs.page; NYC Department of Youth and Community Development, “After-School: Cornerstone Youth Programs”, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/dycd/services/after-school/cornerstone-youth-programs.page.] 

III. ISSUES & CONCERNS 

a. Beacons

On April 17, 2017, DYCD released two RFPs totaling $137 million over three years for the operation of 91 Beacon Community Centers citywide.[footnoteRef:49] The first RFP, the standalone Beacon RFP, covered 76 Beacon programs located in eligible public schools.[footnoteRef:50] Under this procurement, each Beacon received $472,447 for the first 10 months of the contract period, with annual funding increasing to $566,937 in the second and third years, subject to annual wage increases.[footnoteRef:51] The second RFP, the Beacon and ACS Prevention Services RFP, funded 15 Beacon programs co-located with Administration for Children’s Services (ACS) prevention programs, designed to support families whose children were at risk of entering foster care.[footnoteRef:52] Under this model each Beacon received funding comparable to the Beacon standalone RFP, while the ACS prevention component received annual funding ranging from $402,000 and $984,000 depending on the site.[footnoteRef:53]  [49:  Sachs Policy  Group, “Beacon and Community Centers RFP,” (May 2, 2017), available at https://www.sachspolicy.com/2017/05/beacon-community-centers-rf/ (last visited June 3, 2026).]  [50:  Id.]  [51:  Id. ]  [52:  Id.]  [53:  Id.] 

Advocates and providers raised concerns that Beacon programs were expected to serve a wide range of populations – including youth, adults, and seniors – while simultaneously functioning as neighborhood hubs responsible for extensive outreach, engagement, and community-building activities.[footnoteRef:54] The Citizens’ Committee for Children estimated that much of the additional funding provided through the RFP would be consumed by new program requirements, including hiring of outreach coordinators and extending summer programming hours.[footnoteRef:55] As a result they argued that increased funding would be insufficient to cover the full cost of operating a high quality Beacon Community Center.[footnoteRef:56] According to the Human Services Council (HSC), the Beacon RFP is “high on mandates and low on funding.”[footnoteRef:57] HSC criticized the Beacon RFP for its stringent requirements related to reporting, staff-to-client ratios, and staff training and certification.[footnoteRef:58]  In particular, HSC argued that the reporting requirements far exceeded the salary compensation for staff and were disproportionate to the scope of work.[footnoteRef:59] While HSC acknowledged that these administrative requirements were meant to ensure provider accountability, they expressed concern that the RFP did not provide dedicated funding to cover the cost of complying with these mandates.[footnoteRef:60] HSC further argued that providers could not simply absorb these requirements through their existing budgets because the funding for indirect costs, the overhead expenses necessary to operate, was inadequate.[footnoteRef:61] Although City agencies generally permit contractors to recover indirect costs through either a federal negotiated indirect cost rate (NICRA) or a City approved reimbursement percentage, the Beacon RFP limits providers without a federally negotiated rate to an indirect cost rate of 10 percent.[footnoteRef:62] HSC contended that this cap was insufficient given the program’s required service level and administrative requirements.[footnoteRef:63] In light of these concerns, HSC characterized the procurement as “moderately risky” and assigned the RFP a comparatively low score of 60%.[footnoteRef:64] Since the 2017 procurement cycle, DYCD has not issued a new comprehensive Beacon Community Center RFP; instead, Beacon services have continued through contract renewals, extension, and budget modifications rather than a full re-procurement accompanied by substantial increases to funding.[footnoteRef:65] Given the outdated concept paper and RFP for Beacons, many concerns about the risk associated with the current contract remain, particularly about provider capacity to meet the expectations set by the 2017 procurement.  [54:  Citizens’ Committee for Children of New York, “Beacon Community Centers Concept Paper,” (Sept. 7, 2016), available at https://cccnewyork.org/data-publications/beacon-community-centers-concept-paper/ (last visited June 3, 2026).]  [55:  Id.]  [56:  Id.]  [57:  Human Services Council, “Beacon Community Centers ACS Prevention Programs,” available at  https://humanservicescouncil.org/rater/beacon-community-centers-acs-prevention-programs-part-2/ (last visited June 3, 2026)]  [58:  Id.]  [59:  Id.]  [60:  Id.]  [61:  Id.]  [62:  Id.]  [63:  Id.]  [64:  Id.]  [65:  NYC Department of Youth and Community Development, “Beacon Community Centers Request for Proposal (RFP)” available at https://sachspolicy.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/DYCD-Beacon-Standalone-RFP.pdf (last visited June 3, 2026).] 

b. Cornerstones
On October 1, 2015, DYCD released the RFP for Cornerstone Community Center programs. On October 8, 2015 DYCD held a pre-proposal conference, where prospective providers raised numerous questions regarding staffing requirements and program scope, including after-school, evening, weekend, and summer programming, reporting obligations, and partnership expectations, reflecting uncertainty about implementation and administrative requirements under the proposed contract structure.[footnoteRef:66] For example, prospective providers sought clarification about whether Cornerstone sites were required to employ full-time Program Directors and Assistant Program Directors, as well as the extent to which part-time staff could be used to satisfy program requirements given the limited funding structure.[footnoteRef:67] They also asked detailed questions regarding responsibility for facility maintenance, access to community center space, and the staffing structure necessary to operate year-round programming within NYCHA developments.[footnoteRef:68] These questions reflected broader concerns about how providers would operationalize services within NYCHA developments.[footnoteRef:69] Providers also expressed concern that contract requirements exceeded available resources.[footnoteRef:70] According to provider estimates, the average Cornerstone operator spends approximately $125,000 per site beyond their contract award largely covering basic maintenance and security costs that DYCD attributes to other agencies.[footnoteRef:71] However, providers may still be held responsible for safety-related violations. Cornerstone services have operated continuously in NYCHA developments for decades through successive procurement cycles and contract renewals.[footnoteRef:72] Since the 2015 procurement, DYCD has continued Cornerstone programming through contract renewals and amendments, rather than issuing a new RFP that revisits funding levels.[footnoteRef:73] At the 2025 Children and Youth Executive budget hearing, Children and Youth Chair, Althea Stevens, asked DYCD leadership when they plan to release a concept paper and RFP.[footnoteRef:74] Former DYCD Commissioner Keith Howard said that the agency is engaged in conversation with the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to discuss an updated investment in Beacon and Cornerstone programs.[footnoteRef:75] Since DYCD has not released a new Cornerstone concept paper or RFP in over 10 years, many of the concerns raised during the 2015 procurement process regarding funding levels, administrative burden, and facility responsibilities remain relevant to discussion about the future of the Cornerstone model.  [66:  NYC Department of Youth and Community Development “Cornerstone Program RFP Pre-Proposal Conference” (Oct 8, 2015), available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/downloads/pdf/10-08-15_Cornerstone_Program_RFP_Pre-Proposal_Conference.pdf (last visited June 3, 2026).]  [67:  Id]  [68:  Id]  [69:  Id]  [70:  New York City Council, “Fiscal Year 2017 Finance Division Committee Report,” (Mar. 18, 2016), available at  https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2568995&GUID=939E06BA-1E07-40E8-9E7D-854B7DFCB3DD&Options=&Search= (last visited June 3, 2026) ]  [71:  Id.]  [72:  Id.]  [73:  Testimony before the New York City Council Committee on Children & Youth, “Executive Budget Hearing (FY26), (May 19, 2025), available at https://citymeetings.nyc/meetings/new-york-city-council/2025-05-19-1000-am-committee-on-finance/chapter/council-member-stevens-questions-dycd-commissioner-on-beacon-and-cornerstone-program-updates-and-equity-concerns/ (last visited June 3, 2026).]  [74:  Id.]  [75:  Id.] 

IV. CONCLUSION 
At today’s hearing, the Committee will seek feedback from DYCD about the agency’s administration of the Beacon and Cornerstone programs, updates on any new programmatic concept papers or RFPs that will be issued, and steps the agency will take to improve and expand community-based programming across the city.  


Res. No. 32

..Title
Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign legislation setting aside a portion of state revenues from sports betting to support youth sports programs, upgrade community sports infrastructure and expand access to recreational athletics for young people across the state
..Body

By Council Members Banks, Riley, Louis, J. Sanchez, Marte, Maloney, Wong and Salaam

	Whereas, New York State launched legalized mobile sports wagering in January 2022; and 
	Whereas, New York State now leads the country in revenue derived from sports betting, earning the public $184.5 million in February 2025 alone according to gaming industry groups; and
	Whereas, State budget authorities project revenue to surpass $1 billion in 2025 and grow further in 2026; and
	Whereas, Revenue from sports wagering far exceeds the $15 million in funding for youth sports dispensed in 2024 by the New York State Office of Children and Family Services; and
	Whereas, Public health research indicates that following the COVID-19 pandemic, New York City youth sports participation in school gym classes, official teams, and pick-up games has significantly declined; and
	Whereas, The National Survey of Children’s Health shows that children from poor families are approximately half as likely to play youth sports than children from wealthy families, demonstrating the need for public support to ensure equitable opportunities; and
	Whereas, Surveys show half of Americans have struggled to afford the costs associated with sports participation; and
	Whereas, The growth of sports wagering has created a large pool of potential funding that could augment currently low levels of state support for youth sports; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign legislation setting aside a portion of state revenues from sports betting to support youth sports programs, upgrade community sports infrastructure and expand access to recreational athletics for young people across the state.
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Res. No 142

..Title
Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation to establish the Center for Fatherhood Initiatives under the Office of Children and Family Services
..Body

By Council Members Riley, Louis and J. Sanchez

Whereas, Fathers play a critical role in the development and well-being of children, serving as foundational figures in their lives; and
Whereas, Research from the National Institutes of Health consistently shows that children with engaged, present, and active fathers experience more favorable outcomes, such as improved cognitive development, enhanced behavioral development, better general health and well-being, more positive perceptions of men, higher academic achievement, and greater self-esteem; and
Whereas, Many fathers face systemic barriers and challenges that impede their ability to fully engage in their children's lives, particularly those who are co-parenting or non-custodial, incarcerated or undergoing reentry, young or teen fathers, and new fathers who require support in navigating their role; and
Whereas, The New York State Senate bill S8892A, sponsored by Senator Jamal Bailey, and New York State Assembly bill A9811, sponsored by Assemblyman Landon Dais, seeks to address these barriers by directing the Office of Children and Family Services to establish a Center for Fatherhood Initiatives, which would issue grants to organizations across New York State to implement programs promoting and advancing fatherhood; and
Whereas, The establishment of such a center would create a robust framework for providing fathers with the resources, support networks, and parenting education they need to strengthen their parenting knowledge, attitudes, and self-efficacy, which will ultimately lead to improved family dynamics and stronger communities; and
Whereas, The City of New York recognizes the importance of addressing the unique needs of fathers and supporting their integral role in child development and family well-being; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation to establish the Center for Fatherhood Initiatives under the Office of Children and Family Services.

EA
LS #18459
Res. #0968-2025
1/6/2026 9:41 AM


Res. No. 161

..Title
Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.7415 and a Senate companion bill, which would establish a baby bond pilot program for foster youth
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By Council Members Williams, Louis, Brewer, Stevens, Gutiérrez, Cabán, Banks and J. Sanchez

Whereas, The United States’ history and legal frameworks have perpetuated profound disparities in wealth accumulation; and
Whereas, Generations of public policy—ranging from housing and education to taxation—have subsidized the richest households and entrenched an extraordinary wealth gap, particularly by race; and
Whereas, According to a 2020 report by the Brookings Institute, the wealth gap between the wealthiest Americans and the middle class has increased dramatically over the past 50 years: in 1963, families near the top had six times the wealth of families in the middle; by 2016, they had twelve times as much; and
Whereas, The report also stated that in 2016 the median Black family had approximately $17,000 in wealth, compared to about $170,000 for the median White family; and
Whereas, New York City is home to one of the most racially and economically diverse populations in the nation and has one of the highest levels of income inequality of any city in the country; and
Whereas, Children and youth in New York City's foster care system are disproportionately Black and Brown and often face compounded barriers to financial security, including disrupted education, housing instability, and limited familial support; and
Whereas, Assembly Bill A.7415, sponsored by New York State Assembly Member Khaleel Anderson, would create a pilot baby bond program under the New York City Administration for Children's Services (ACS) specifically for foster youth aged 8 to 18 from low-income households with a statistically low likelihood of adoption and limited familial support, who are not in the custody of a relative; and
Whereas, Under the bill, each participating youth would receive a one-time deposit into an annuity investment fund—$1,000 for children aged 8–11, $5,000 for those aged 12–14, and $10,000 for those aged 14–17—along with ongoing monthly contributions of $100 until the youth reaches the age of 25; and
Whereas, These annuity funds, also referred to as “baby bonds,” would accrue wealth over time but could not be accessed or distributed until they reach maturity, providing participating youth with a meaningful financial asset to support their transition to adulthood; and
Whereas, A total of 1,500 children and teens would participate in this pilot, which would be implemented by a nonprofit organization contracted by ACS; and
Whereas, Research from the Urban Institute has shown that baby bonds are a promising, evidence-based policy for reducing racial wealth disparities, with three major simulations estimating that baby bonds could reduce the Black-White wealth gap by more than half; and
Whereas, Baby bonds provide a powerful tool to address both racial and economic wealth inequities by giving young people—particularly those systematically excluded from wealth-building opportunities—a foundation for financial stability and long-term success; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.7415 and a Senate companion bill, establishing a baby bond pilot program for foster youth.
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Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, the Predatory Marketing Prevention Act (S7487C), which relates to false or misleading advertisements of food and food products; provides factors to determine whether an advertisement is false or misleading; provides for enforcement and a private right of action
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By Council Members Hudson and Louis
Whereas, Childhood and adolescent obesity is a serious problem associated with a higher risk of premature mortality and morbidity in the form of preventable diseases, such as type 2 diabetes, hypertension, fatty-liver disease, cardiovascular disease, cancer, osteoarthritis, chronic kidney disease, asthma, sleep apnea, and a range of psychological disorders, including eating disorders and depression; and 
Whereas, Moreover, obesity is correlated with a compromised immune-system function, a diminished lung capacity, and — consequently — an elevated risk of severe illness, including three times the risk of hospitalization as a result of a COVID-19 infection, and a heightened risk of COVID-19-related death; and
Whereas, In the United States, between 2017 and 2020, among children and adolescents in the 2-19 years age category, 19.7 percent were obese, accounting for approximately 14.7 million children and adolescents; and
Whereas, Nationally, childhood and adolescent obesity burden disproportionately affects low-income and racial minority population groups, with the prevalence of obesity being 26.2 percent among Hispanic children, 24.8 percent among non-Hispanic Black children, 16.6 percent among non-Hispanic white children, 9 percent among non-Hispanic Asian children, 18.9 percent among children and adolescents in the lowest income group, and 10.9 percent among those in the highest income group; and 
Whereas, In New York State (NYS), childhood and adolescent obesity rates tripled over the past thirty years, reaching epidemic proportions, with 16.5 percent of NYS (excluding New York City) elementary through high school students being overweight, and 17.3 percent of NYS (excluding New York City) elementary through high school students being obese; and 
Whereas, In New York City, between 15 percent and 19.4 percent of children are overweight, and an additional 22 percent to 27 percent of children are obese; and
Whereas, Scientific studies conclude that children’s and adolescents’ exposure to television and online advertisements of unhealthy food and beverages dense with calories, but low in nutrients, activates sensitive and still-developing neural networks associated with diet self-control; food cravings modulation; reward; emotional response; habit formation; and addiction, serving as a causal factor of childhood and adolescent obesity, with the evidence base being especially strong for children aged 8 years and younger, as well as for children from socioeconomically disadvantaged and racial minority population groups; and
Whereas, Available evidence indicates that statutory regulation is a cost-effective policy response to the obesogenic effect of unhealthy-food advertisements targeted at children, as they are an especially vulnerable audience, who tend to lack a developed ability to understand and protect their interests by rationally overriding their impulses and cravings; and
Whereas, The healthcare savings achieved from statutory regulations outweigh the costs of implementing the policy, with the data from the U.S. National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey indicating that between one in seven and one in three children could be saved from developing obesity by a reduction to zero of exposure to unhealthy-food advertisements; and
Whereas, On October 27, 2021, with the stated aim of protecting children from junk food companies targeting them with false or misleading advertisements, NYS Senator, Zellnor Myrie, introduced Senate Bill S7487C, known as the Predatory Marketing Prevention Act, which would: 1) amend the agriculture and markets law, the general business law, and the public health law in relation to false or misleading advertisements of food and food products; 2) provide factors to determine whether an advertisement is false or misleading; and 3) provide for enforcement and a private right of action; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign the Predatory Marketing Prevention Act (S7487C), which relates to false or misleading advertisements of food and food products; provides factors to determine whether an advertisement is false or misleading; provides for enforcement and a private right of action.
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Res. No. 276
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Resolution calling on Congress to pass, and the President to sign, legislation that creates targeted and means-tested guaranteed income programs for low-income individuals, young adults, and foster youth
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By Council Members Williams, Ossé, Brooks-Powers, Louis and J. Sanchez

Whereas, Policy proposals that support individuals to build wealth and economic security in order to eliminate poverty have been around for over 200 years, and have included options such as national dividends, negative income tax, and minimum incomes; and
Whereas, Most recently, Universal Basic Income (UBI), or periodic, universal, individual, and unconditional cash payments, has been the proposed as the best policy for alleviating poverty; and
Whereas, UBI-type programs, including Guaranteed Income (GI) programs, which are means-tested and targeted at specific groups, have been successfully piloted across the United States; and
Whereas, Some examples of successful GI programs include The Stockton Economic Empowerment Demonstration (SEED), which provided 125 Stockton residents living in low-income neighborhoods with $500 per month for 24 months; the Baltimore Young Families Success Fund (BYFSF) which provided cash directly to young parents; Young Adult Louisville Income for Transformation (YALift), which provides 151 18-24 year olds $500 monthly for one year; and Richmond Resilience Initiative (RRI) which gives $500 monthly to 94 low-income residents otherwise not eligible for public benefits; and
Whereas, Results from the first year of SEED found that participants reported less income volatility and psychological distress and greater freedom to take risks such as applying for better jobs or leaving unsafe living situations and early BYFSF data shoes improved housing stability, labor force participation, and mental health; and
Whereas, YALift participants were 32% more likely to report working full time than non-participants, and 70% less likely to be evicted and RRI participants saw their monthly savings increase more than 100% while also being able to invest more time into education or seeking more fulfilling and well-paid employment; and
Whereas, The Standford Basic Income Lab and Center for Guaranteed Income Research's examination of data from BYFSF, SEED, YALift, and RRI, along with 26 other pilots has found that GI projects have generally positive outcomes on the wellbeing, livelihoods, and financial stability of participants; and
Whereas, Studies have shown that GI programs also help participants pay all of their bills and handle unexpected emergency payments without going into debt; and
Whereas, The United States House of Representatives is considering a number of GI bills which do not yet have companion bills in the Senate, that target specific populations, including young adults and foster youth; and
Whereas, Poverty in New York City is almost twice as high as the national poverty rate; and according to data from Robin Hood and the Center on Poverty and Social Policy at Columbia University, in 2022 nearly 500,000 more New Yorkers lived in Poverty than in 2021, with 56% of New Yorkers living with incomes below 200% of the poverty line; and
Whereas, The GI programs proposed in the pending House bills will thus greatly benefit many New Yorkers; and
Whereas, H.R. 5776, The Guaranteed Income Pilot Program Act of 2023, sponsored by U.S. Representative Bonnie Coleman, and pending in the U.S. House of Representatives, would establish a three-year nationwide pilot program that gives a monthly support payment to individual taxpayers implemented by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS); and
Whereas, This pilot program would enroll 20,000 participants nationally, of which 10,000 participants would receive a cash payment equal to the fair market rent for a 2-bedroom home in the ZIP Code in which the participant lives; and
Whereas, Data from H.R. 5776 would be used to evaluate the feasibility of expanding this program to more U.S. citizens, which would include New Yorkers; and
Whereas, H.R. 7547, The Young Adult Tax Credit Act, sponsored by U.S. Representative Morgan McGarvey, and pending in the U.S. House of Representatives, would provide a universal $500 monthly payment as an advanced refundable tax credit to all 18- to 24-year-olds in the United States; and
Whereas, in June 2024 Robin Hood, in association with Columbia University, published a report on economic experiences of young adults in New York City and found that the poverty rate for young adults added 18-30 was higher than the average adult in city and young adults working full time are more likely to earn less than $30,000 annually than adults working full time; and 
Whereas, H.R.7038, The Guaranteed Income for Foster Youth Act, sponsored by U.S. Representative Robert Garcia, and pending in the U.S. House of Representatives, would authorize States to provide $1,000 per month to all foster youth, including youth with disabilities, who were in foster care after 14 years of age, who exited foster care after 16 years of age, and who have not yet turned 27 years of age; and
Whereas, In New York City, as of September 2024, there was a monthly average of 6,465 children in foster care with another 1,763 on average existing foster care each month and research from the University of Columbia has found that children in foster care are more likely to face poverty and much more likely to face deep poverty than children living with parents; and
Whereas, studies on foster care outcomes for New York City Youth, from the New York City Office of the Mayor concluded that in New York City, only 25% of youth who experienced foster care graduated within 4 years, compared to 77% of all New York City students, which is associated with underemployment and poverty; and
Whereas, GI for this population could help overcome barriers to economic mobility and provide better outcomes for youth who experienced foster care; and 
Whereas, GI programs are an evidence-based policy option to reduce economic hardship and poverty as well as the resultant detriments to mental and physical health and wellbeing; and
Whereas, These bills would together create an additional safety net for some of the most disadvantaged Americans, including a large number of New Yorkers; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on Congress to pass, and the President to sign, legislation that creates targeted and means-tested guaranteed income programs for low-income individuals, young adults, and foster youth. 
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Res. No. 277
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Resolution calling on Congress to pass, and the President to sign, S.441/HR 1041, also known as the American Opportunity Accounts Act, which would create a federally funded savings account for every American child
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By Council Members Williams, Ossé, Stevens, Hudson, Won, Louis and J. Sanchez

Whereas, Economic inequality continues to pose significant challenges to the opportunities available to individuals across the United States, with stark disparities in wealth and access to financial resources; and
Whereas, Wealth is primarily passed down from one generation to the next, and generations of policies and laws have increased rather than reduced wealth inequality, entrenching an extraordinary wealth gap, especially by race; and
Whereas, The gap in wealth between the richest Americans and the middle class has grown dramatically in the past 50 years; and
Whereas, According to the Urban Institute, in 1963, families near the top of the income bracket held six times the wealth of families in the middle income bracket, but by 2016, they held 12 times as much; and
Whereas, There is also a pernicious racial wealth gap in America; in 2016, the median Black family had about $17,000 in wealth compared to the typical white family who had about $170,000, reflecting structural inequalities rooted in historical and systemic discrimination; and
Whereas, S.441/HR 1041, The American Opportunity Accounts Act, sponsored by Senator Corey Booker and Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley, seeks to address these disparities by establishing a $1,000 seed savings account at birth, commonly referred to as a baby bond; and
Whereas, The funds in these accounts would sit in an interest-bearing account and receive additional annual deposits based on family income, with the total contributions being as high as $2,000 annually for those from lower-income families; and
Whereas, At age 18, beneficiaries of these accounts would gain access to the funds for approved uses, such as purchasing a first home, paying for higher education expenses, or making long-term investments, thereby fostering greater economic mobility and opportunity for every American child; and
Whereas, According to a 2024 study by the Urban Institute, a federal baby bond program would not only reduce the racial-ethnic wealth gap, but also decrease the number of people taking on student loan debt, and increase home equity accumulation; and
Whereas, The legislation is designed to be fully paid for through reforms to federal estate and inheritance taxes, including restoring the estate tax to 2009 levels, ensuring that those with the greatest means contribute to building a fairer future for all; and
Whereas, In New York City, where socioeconomic disparities are particularly pronounced, implementing such federal measures could significantly uplift communities, reduce generational poverty, and contribute to a more equitable society; now, therefore be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on Congress to pass, and the President to sign S.441/HR 1041, also known as the American Opportunity Accounts Act, which would create a federally funded savings account for every American child.
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Resolution calling upon New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation that would deposit $1,000 into an account that is managed and invested by the state comptroller to be available to eligible children when they reach the age of 18
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By Council Members Williams, Won, Riley, Hudson and Louis

Whereas, Wealth inequality in the United States has reached alarming levels, with racial disparities amplifying the divide; and
Whereas, According to data from the Federal Reserve, the average net worth of a white family is eight times greater than that of a Black family—a disparity rooted in historical and systemic injustices such as redlining and discriminatory policies that have plagued marginalized communities for decades; and
Whereas, This wealth gap is not solely a matter of economic disparity but also a reflection of unequal access to meaningful economic opportunities, perpetuating cycles of poverty and hindering marginalized groups from building financial futures; and
Whereas, "Baby bonds," a transformative policy proposed by economist Dr. Darrick Hamilton, aim to tackle these disparities head-on by providing government-funded savings accounts to all newborns, creating pathways for economic security and generational wealth for families with lower incomes; and
Whereas, during the 2023-2024 legislative session, State Senator Jamaal Bailey and Assemblyman Michael Benedetto introduced Senate Bill S.2187 and Assembly Bill A.4498, which propose providing every child born into households earning $125,000 or less annually with a $1,000 seed deposit into a savings account managed by the State Comptroller, which would become accessible to such children at age 18 for critical wealth-building purposes including education, homeownership, or entrepreneurship; and
Whereas, This bill would empower low and middle income families who are historically excluded from wealth accumulation due to systemic barriers and discriminatory practices; and
Whereas, According a 2020 study by Morningstar investment research, baby bonds have the potential to significantly reduce racial wealth disparities, with national implementation potentially shrinking the racial wealth gap from 91 percent to 25 percent, and fostering prosperity for marginalized communities; and
Whereas, Such a program is an opportunity to confront the structural roots of inequality, ensuring that every child—regardless of race or economic background—has access to meaningful opportunities to build financial security; and
Whereas, enacting this program would reflect New York’s leadership in progressive, equitable policy-making, creating a model for other states to follow in addressing systemic wealth disparities; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation that would deposit $1,000 into an account that is managed and invested by the state comptroller to be available to eligible children when they reach the age of 18
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