MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT
TITLE:
Reintroduce Int. No. 1160, in relation to the New York city air pollution control code.
TYPE OF LEGISLATION:


Introduction

SUBMITTED BY:

Council Member Richards
REASONS FOR SUPPORT:

The New York City Air Pollution Control Code was first enacted in the 1970s and has not been significantly amended since its enactment.  In order to support the City’s goal to improve air quality in the City, as set forth in PlaNYC, this bill will update the Air Code to strengthen existing air quality initiatives and to regulate new sources of air pollution to further improve the City’s overall air quality. 

Specifically, this bill will make necessary amendments to the Air Code in the following ways: eliminate obsolete and outdated provisions and conform the Air Code to developments in state and federal law and regulation; preserve greater flexibility for DEP to use rulemaking authority to update requirements and standards to account for on-going developments in technology and fuels; and introduce new requirements to limit emissions from certain unregulated sectors, while promoting the adoption of cost-effective air pollution controls. 

In order to incorporate developments in United States Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) and New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (“DEC”) standards and improve the overall air quality within the City by promoting a multi-sector approach to emissions reduction, this bill will target emissions from certain previously unregulated sources in the following areas:

Commercial char broilers and cook stoves that use wood or coal are significant sources of particulate matter emissions, which can lead to health-related impacts, including an increase in asthma and lower respiratory symptoms.  In order to reduce such effects, this bill would require controls designed to significantly curtail the smoke and emissions that emanate from these sources. To account for the increase in costs associated with retrofitting existing char broilers and cook stoves, the bill would provide additional time for regulated entities to obtain necessary financing to achieve compliance, while promoting the development of more efficient and cost effective technologies.

Fireplaces that burn wood produce higher levels of particulate matter than fireplaces that burn natural gas or renewable fuels. This bill would require new fireplaces to use only natural gas or renewable fuels in order to reduce the amount of pollutants that are emitted from fireplaces in the City. Existing fireplaces would be required to use treated firewood with a low moisture content that is designed to burn more cleanly and efficiently. The bill would also separately require that fireplaces be compliant with the EPA’s performance standards for particulate matter. 

Wood smoke from outdoor wood boilers contains fine particulate matter that can cause short-term health effects such as eye, nose, throat and lung irritation. To improve air quality, the bill would ban the use of any fuel in outdoor wood boilers other than clean wood. The bill would also separately require compliance with certain DEC standards for outdoor wood boilers. Outdoor wood boilers would also be subject to the general prohibitions in sections 24-141 and 24-142 of the Air Code, prohibiting the release of odorous air contaminants or of smoke with a relatively greater opacity. 

Mobile food trucks must idle in order to prevent food from spoiling. However, the auxiliary engines that power these trucks can be dirty and inefficient and can generate odors and fumes. This bill would provide an incentive for mobile food vendors to bring their auxiliary engines up to the latest EPA standards for controlling emissions by waiving the registration fee for these engines for six years.
In summary, the bill would amend the Air Code to address previously unregulated sources of air pollution, remove outdated provisions, and make necessary revisions where existing standards are not sufficiently protective or must be updated to conform to federal or state law.
