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INT. NO. 430:                       
By Council Members Liu, Koppell, Gonzale, Gerson, Nelson, Recchia Jr., Stewart, and Weprin.
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to designating a color scheme for commuter vans.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subdivision b of section 19-529.4 of chapter 5 of title 19.

INTRODUCTION


On April 26, 2007, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. 430, which would amend subdivision b of section 19-529.4 of chapter 5 of title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York.


Invitees include Commissioner Matthew Daus of the Taxi and Limousine Commission; President Roger Toussaint, Transport Workers Union – Local 100; commuter van industry representatives; and commuter van company owners.

BACKGROUND

New York City’s economic, social and cultural activities rely upon an effective transportation infrastructure.  Mass transportation plays a critical role in this transportation infrastructure.  While subways and buses operated by the Metropolitan Transportation Authority provide most of the mass transportation for the City, alternative forms of transportation, including commuter vans, have developed in areas underserved by public transportation.
Commuter vans are valued as a transportation option in communities that find bus service unreliable or mass transit inaccessible.
  Also, the public has looked to commuter vans as filling an important vacuum when their usual forms of transport were unavailable.
  The vans reportedly helped many New Yorkers get to work and conduct everyday business in the summer of 2002, when 1,500 employees of Queens' private bus lines struck for seven weeks.
  Commuter vans also played a role in helping to get commuters to work during the transit strike of 2005.
 

With low profit margins, commuter van companies compete, sometimes heatedly, for every customer.  Additionally, although commuter vans are supposed to be licensed by the TLC
, a number of such vans operate without the proper licensing, insurance and maintenance.  At a prior Committee on Transportation hearing on commuter vans, some witnesses testified that it is impossible to distinguish between a licensed commuter van and an unlicensed, illegal commuter van.  This bill would designate that the exterior of all licensed commuter vans be orange to help the public identify them.

ANALYSIS


Section one of Int. 430 would amend subdivision b of section 19-529.4 to require that all commuter vans licensed by the Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”) be painted orange in a shade to be approved by the TLC.  This section would also prohibit any other vehicle for hire licensed pursuant to Chapter 5 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code to be orange or any shade thereof.


Section two of Int. 420 would provide that this bill take effect one hundred twenty days after it is enacted, but would allow the TLC to promulgate necessary rules and regulations for the enforcement of these new provisions.
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