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Council Extends Hudson Yards Boundary to Include Western Rail Yard
Also expands property tax exemptions for disabled and elderly homeowners
City Hall – Speaker Christine C. Quinn and members of the City Council voted today to include the Western Rail Yard as part of the Hudson Rail Yards boundary. The Council also voted on two bills to provide property tax exemptions to more seniors and persons with disabilities.  Additionally, Public Safety Committee Chair Peter Vallone Jr. announced legislation to require clubs to hire at least one bouncer for every 75 patrons.

Western Rail Yards

The Council voted on resolutions amending the Hudson Yards boundary to include the Western Rail Yards. This will enable the agreement between the City and the MTA to allow the Eastern and the Western Rail Yards to be a part of the Hudson Rail Yards redevelopment.

Speaker Quinn said, “Today's actions will ensure that development in the Hudson Yards moves forward. The process that today's agreement lays out and the fact the development will go through the ULURP process guarantees that all stakeholders will be heard. Together, we will come up with a plan that is best for the city, the community and the MTA.”

The City, together with the MTA, will shape the development of the western portion of the Rail Yards by selecting a developer and subjecting the development to the City’s ULURP process. Through the existing Hudson Yards local development corporations, the City can also play an active role in the sale of transferable development rights that the MTA does not use in the portion of the Rail Yards east of 11th Avenue.

“The Hudson Yards Project will be a substantial benefit to the entire City, revitalizing the surrounding area by attracting commercial and residential development as well as providing additional affordable housing to an area greatly in need of such improvements,” said Finance Committee Chair David Weprin.

Senior Citizen and Disabled Homeowner Exemptions
Today’s legislation will increase the income levels at which seniors and persons with disabilities can qualify for the Senior Citizen Homeowner’s Exemption (SCHE) and the Disabled Homeowner’s Exemption (DHE).  The exemption creates a partial property tax exemption for owners of homes, co-ops and condominiums, depending on their income. 
Speaker Quinn said, “With skyrocketing increases to the cost of living and rents, we need to do everything we can to help seniors and individuals with disabilities stay in the City.  This simple, common sense step will help more New Yorkers save money and afford rising housing prices.”

For a 50 percent property tax exemption, this maximum income is raised to $26,000 in 2006; $27,000 in 2007; $28,000 in 2008 and $29,000 in 2009. Currently, seniors and persons with disabilities qualify for a property tax exemption equal to 50 percent of their assessed property value if they earn a yearly income of no more than $24,000. For property owners with incomes of more than $24,000, but less than $32,400, the program allows for graduated exemptions ranging from 5% to 45% of the assessed property value.

“Seniors are already facing rising prices when it comes to affording their medication and paying rent. The City Council has greatly assisted qualifying seniors in our city by passing this bill. I am confident this achievement will greatly improve the opportunities seniors have for success,” said Council Member Maria del Carmen Arroyo, Chair of the Aging Committee. 

“Expanding the income qualifications for the Senior Citizen Homeowner's Exemption (SCHE) and the Disabled Homeowner's Exemption (DHE) is a vital step toward ensuring that the property rights of seniors and the disabled are not left vulnerable during inflationary times,” said Council Member Weprin.

Club Security Legislation

Public Safety Committee Chair Peter Vallone Jr. announced the introduction of legislation designed to enhance nightlife safety by requiring clubs to hire at least one bouncer for every 75 patrons.

New York Fire Patrol Resolution

Following an oversight hearing held by the Fire and Criminal Justice Services Committee on October 4, the Council voted today on a resolution requesting that the New York Board of Fire Underwriters and the Board of Directors reconsider decisions to discontinue funding to the Fire Patrol. 

In January 2006 the New York Board of Fire Underwriters voted to discontinue funding to the Fire Patrol at the end of the year. The fire patrol is charged with protecting property inside of buildings when a fire occurs. According to the Fire Patrolmen’s Association, the Fire Patrol responds to approximately 10,000 alarms per year, preventing tens of millions of dollars in property damage each year. The Fire Patrol is comprised of approximately 98 employees, including 22 Officers and 76 Patrolmen.
“In the interest of protecting the public and commercial and manufacturing businesses throughout the City, the Fire patrol must be saved.  The Fire Patrol works!” stated Council Member Tony Avella. “In addition to the valuable service provided to the public, the Patrol saves the insurance industry hundreds of millions of dollars each and every year. On October 15th, over one hundred men and women will lose their jobs and every New Yorker will suffer as a result.  For the sake of the bottom line – for the sake of the all-mighty dollar – a crucial service will be lost.  Shame on the Board of Fire Underwriters and shame on the insurance industry if this travesty is allowed to happen.”
Yard Waste Composting

The Council voted on two proposals regarding composting of yard waste found in sections of the Solid Waste Management Plan (SWMP). This bill requires that:

· Homeowners place compost waste into paper bags or in rigid containers, and separate these containers from regular trash so that the Department of Sanitation can distinguish between the two.

· Private companies, such as landscapers or yard maintenance companies, must transport yard waste to a permitted composting facility within the City or within 10 miles of the City, unless the Commissioner of Sanitation has determined that there is insufficient capacity at these sites.
“Today’s legislation will finally establish composting as an essential part of our garbage plan, and is another step in securing the closure of the Fresh Kills landfill,” said Sanitation Chair Committee Michael McMahon. “The brown bags will save the city money and will eliminate smells from composts sites – meaning a cleaner and greener city. 
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