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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Welcome to

          3  today's Finance Committee hearing. My name is David

          4  Weprin and I chair the Committee.

          5                 We can blame Council Member Gallagher

          6  for the fact that my name tag is not here.

          7                 Today we will be reconsidering Intro.

          8  No. 719, a proposed local law to set the salaries of

          9  the public administrators of the five counties at 90

         10  percent of the salaries of the Surrogate Court

         11  judges.

         12                 When the Committee considered and

         13  adopted this legislation on October 21st, we noted

         14  that the State Legislature had adopted legislation

         15  contemplating an increase in their salaries, and in

         16  fact, in June we allocated 90 percent of the

         17  Surrogate Court Judge's salary to public

         18  administrators in the budget.

         19                 On November 23rd, 2005, the Mayor

         20  disapproved a proposed local law and returned it to

         21  the Council. Today we will consider whether to

         22  override the Mayor's veto M 689 and repass this

         23  legislation, setting the Public Administrator

         24  salaries at the amount that is now in the budget,

         25  the veto of the Mayor notwithstanding.
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          2                 Finally, we will be considering a

          3  partial tax exemption for 167 unit project-based

          4  Section 8 low-income housing project, in Council

          5  Member Barron's district. The Council member

          6  supports the project.

          7                 I think we're close to a quorum. Let

          8  me introduce my colleagues that are here.

          9                 We have Council Member Robert Jackson

         10  of Manhattan, Council Member Albert Vann from

         11  Brooklyn, our Majority Leader, Council Member Joel

         12  Rivera from the Bronx, Council Member Gale Brewer

         13  from Manhattan, our Majority Whip, Council Member

         14  Leroy Comrie from Queens, Council Member Helen Sears

         15  from Queens, Councilman -- I hope somebody is

         16  counting -- Councilman Simcha Felder from Brooklyn,

         17  Councilman Lew Fidler from Brooklyn, Councilman

         18  Oliver Koppell from the Bronx.

         19                 Can David Pechefsky come up and

         20  testify on the Land Use referral?

         21                 MR. PECHEFSKY: Good afternoon. I'm

         22  David Pechefsky from the City Council Finance

         23  Division. The Land Use referral that's before you

         24  is, as Councilman Weprin said, a partial tax

         25  exemption for a project, Grace Towers, in Council
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          2  Member Barron's district.

          3                 This is an example of a workout to

          4  preserve the building as affordable housing and to

          5  bring it into a state of good repair, so the tax

          6  exemption before you is part of the financial

          7  package which will enable this to happen. And as the

          8  Chairman said, Charles Barron is in full support of

          9  the project. I'll be happy to answer any questions

         10  you might have.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Are there any

         12  questions for Mr. Pechefsky?

         13                 Council Member Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I just want to

         15  congratulate this wonderful expert, because we

         16  understand that he's going to take Michael Bosnic's

         17  job at HPD, and we are very impressed. That is a

         18  huge unit with great responsibility, working on

         19  inspections and alternatives to litigation to keep

         20  owners in line and to keep buildings preserved. So,

         21  we want to congratulate Mr. Pechefsky.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: And I also want

         23  to add my congratulations. It's been a tremendous

         24  pleasure over these last four years to work with

         25  David at Finance, and he's always been the
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          2  professional in each and every way, and has done a

          3  tremendous job these last few years, and I wish him

          4  good luck.

          5                 Council Member Rivera.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I just want to

          7  go to remarks also and say thank you for the help

          8  you've given us. It's sad to have you go, but it is

          9  good to have a friend in HPD. We have many friends

         10  in HPD, but it's good to have an additional friend

         11  there as well. So, congratulations.

         12                 MR. PECHEFSKY: Thank you all for your

         13  generous words, and I look forward to working,

         14  continuing to work with all of you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: We're not

         16  finished yet. Council Member Comrie.

         17                 MR. PECHEFSKY: Apologies, Council

         18  Member Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I just want to

         20  pile on and add that I really respected David's work

         21  and his diligence.

         22                 I'm actually kind of glad that he's

         23  going somewhere where we can still be in contact

         24  with him in a critical manner that will be

         25  protecting and preserving affordable housing.
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          2                 So, sorry to lose you from Finance. I

          3  only hope that we can find someone as capable and as

          4  worthy as you, to continue with the great Finance

          5  staff here, but I'm glad that you won't be too far

          6  away, and we'll have another friend at HPD.

          7                 And I also just want to take the

          8  opportunity to congratulate the people behind Grace

          9  Towers. I just met Mo Hawn (phonetic), I understand

         10  he's still in the audience. And it's good to see

         11  people that have an opportunity to utilize their

         12  dollars to give back to the communities.

         13                 So, thank you all.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Yes, Council

         15  Member Provenzano.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Hi. I

         17  would just also kind of like to get in on this

         18  little gig here of thanking David. He is one of the

         19  brains behind the Housing and Buildings Committee,

         20  one of the folks that help me look good, and as most

         21  of you can only imagine, sometimes that's a very

         22  tough job.

         23                 But I would like to thank David. He's

         24  a brilliant attorney. He's just a wonderful person,

         25  and I am so happy that he's going to HPD, because
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          2  it's an agency that could certainly use his

          3  expertise. It's a well-functioning agency, and I

          4  know he'll be happy there, and I wish him only the

          5  best.

          6                 And I'm glad he's only leaving now

          7  when I'm leaving, so that makes it okay. Good luck.

          8                 MR. PECHEFSKY: Thanks again.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Councilman

         10  Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes, I want to

         12  differ from my colleagues. Frankly, I'm a little

         13  pissed off that you're leaving us. What's that

         14  about?

         15                 MR. PECHEFSKY: Am I expected to

         16  answer?

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: No, actually

         18  I'm only kidding around. And David, you're one of

         19  the people that we all have the highest respect for,

         20  and congratulations on your promotion.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Councilman Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you, Mr.

         23  Chair.

         24                 Everybody is congratulating David,

         25  but I have to congratulate HPD because they knew
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          2  exactly what they were doing. So, they certainly

          3  were one up, and I wish you all the best.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.

          6                 Council Member Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Who is David

          8  Pechefsky?

          9                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: And why is he

         10  doing these things to us?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Can you answer

         12  the question? Who is David Pechefsky? Do you want

         13  counsel? Good luck.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: It is the first

         15  time in four years I've seen David speechless.

         16                 MR. PECHEFSKY: Should I answer?

         17                 I guess I should ask you in what

         18  sense are you asking the question? Do you mean --

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes,

         20  spiritually, as Councilman Fidler says.

         21                 MR. PECHEFSKY: I'll have to get back

         22  to you.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Please. Thank

         24  you very much.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Councilman
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          2  Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          4  Mr. Chair.

          5                 David, this is the first time I'm

          6  hearing that you're leaving, so I just want to

          7  congratulate you. I know I'll be working with you

          8  closely at HPD and wish you all the best. You know,

          9  thank you for your service for the people of New

         10  York City.

         11                 And as far as the project is

         12  concerned, I had the opportunity to meet the owners

         13  of the project in Brooklyn in Charles Barron's

         14  district, and they indicated to me that it's a

         15  project-based Section 8, you know, and considering

         16  that over the past couple of years the number of

         17  Section 8 projects has been dwindling and being

         18  taken out of Section 8 and there are some individual

         19  owners that are investing their money and their time

         20  in order to ensure that these projects continue. So,

         21  thank you on behalf of the people of New York City

         22  for investing your money in Section 8 affordable

         23  housing for people of Brooklyn.

         24                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you,
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          2  Council member.

          3                 I appreciate all my colleagues for

          4  filibustering at David Pechefsky's expense until we

          5  get one more member for a quorum, so if you could

          6  just stay in your places.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Mr. Chair, can

          8  we ask David Pechefsky more questions while we're

          9  waiting?

         10                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Absolutely.

         11                 Mr. Pechefsky, could you return to

         12  the mike?

         13                 MR. PECHEFSKY: Is this standard

         14  procedure for when someone leaves?

         15                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Councilman

         16  Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: How long have

         18  you been David Pechefsky?

         19                 Not spiritually.

         20                 MR. PECHEFSKY: That was my given name

         21  at birth.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Do you expect

         23  to remain David Pechefsky at HPD?

         24                 MR. PECHEFSKY: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Did you order
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          2  the Code Red?

          3                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: He is wearing a

          4  red tie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Are we really

          6  being videotaped doing this?

          7                 I just want to say that my name is

          8  not Councilman Fidler, in case anyone is looking at

          9  the back of my head. I refused to be identified on

         10  videotape doing all of this nonsense. My name is

         11  Felder.

         12                 I didn't get an answer to the Code

         13  Red question by the way.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I am David

         15  Pechefsky.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Is this To

         17  Tell The Truth?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes,

         19  Councilman Felder, Fidler.

         20                 Are you taping? Good.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Okay, we're going

         22  to couple three items. First we're going to consider

         23  whether the Council should pass Intro. No. 719, over

         24  the objection of the Mayor notwithstanding, and

         25  we're going to adopt the Land Use referral. We're
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          2  going to file the veto message on 719, and then

          3  we're going to repass Intro. 719, objection of the

          4  Mayor notwithstanding. All three items are coupled.

          5  Call the roll.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer. I vote aye and

         13  congratulate the developer, as was said earlier, of

         14  Grace Towers Housing Development, for putting

         15  funding into affordable housing.

         16                 Thank you. I vote aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 12 in the

         10  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions,

         11  all items are adopted.

         12                 Council Members, please sign the

         13  Committee reports.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN; I'm going to keep

         15  the roll open until the Stated Meeting starts. Other

         16  than that, we're adjourned.

         17                 (Subsequently Council Members Gioia,

         18  Quinn, Gallagher, Perkins, DeBlasio and Oddo voted

         19  aye. The vote stands at 18 in the affirmative, zero

         20  in the negative, no abstentions.)

         21                 (Hearing concluded at 12:40 p.m.)
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