New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0246-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Hudson, Nurse, and the Public Advocate (Williams)

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to returning funds remaining in commissary accounts when incarcerated individuals are released from custody.

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
The New York City Department of Correction reports that there are 175,446 commissary accounts with unclaimed funds totalling over $4 million as of May 1, 2025. Many remaining commissary funds go unclaimed because individuals’ ability to access these funds is limited. Individuals are only able to receive up to $200 in cash upon discharge. Any additional funds remaining in the account must request a check to be mailed. For an individual to check their remaining commissary balance, they must submit a form through the Department of Correction’s website. 

This bill will ensure that formerly incarcerated individuals receive the funds they are entitled to in a manner that works best for them. It will mandate that the Department of Correction inform the incarcerated person of the remaining amount in their commissary account and return all unused commissary funds in cash prior to the individual leaving the department’s custody.
