Int. No. 1053

By Council Members Arroyo, Lappin, Barron, Brewer, Cabrera, Chin, Comrie, Dickens, Eugene, Jackson, James, Koo, Koppell, Koslowitz, Lander, Mendez, Palma, Richards, Rose and Ulrich 

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the tracking of persons with special medical needs during and after emergency conditions.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 30 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 30-107 to read as follows:

§ 30-107 Tracking of persons with special medical needs. a. The commissioner shall develop and implement a plan no later than October 1, 2013 to ensure the tracking of admission, registration, transfer, and discharge of persons to and from special medical needs shelters established as a result of emergency conditions and potential incidents as such conditions and incidents are described in section 497 of the charter. Such plan shall include, but not be limited to: (1) a mechanism to adequately track, including but not limited to the development of paperwork or other forms necessary for such tracking, persons who are admitted to or otherwise registered at, transferred to, or discharged from a special medical needs shelter to locations both in and outside of  New York city; (2) a description of the process for ensuring that such paperwork or forms, including patient critical evacuation tracking forms, are correctly completed and disseminated to essential parties in a timely manner including but not limited to any evacuating facility, transportation personnel, and the receiving special medical needs shelter; (3) dissemination of bracelets or other wearable identification devices to any person admitted to or otherwise registered at a special medical needs shelter, which shall include such person’s name, any location from which such person was evacuated or transferred including but not limited to other shelters or healthcare facilities, and to the extent permitted by state and federal law, information regarding the medical needs of such person; (4) a mechanism to track the medical needs of persons admitted to or otherwise registered at a special medical needs shelter including but not limited to needed medications; and (5) a mechanism for ensuring that family members and guardians can locate any person who has been admitted to or otherwise registered at, transferred to, or discharged from a special medical needs shelter, including the establishment of a designated point of contact for such information and a description of how such mechanism will be publicized.

§ 2.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
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