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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Ladies and

          3  gentlemen, please turn off your cell phones. Please

          4  take your seats, we are starting the meeting.

          5                 Roll call.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark-Viverito.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum,

         15  sir.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: A quorum is

         17  present. Messages and papers from the Mayor.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 206. Submitting

         19  certificate, amount of debt and reserves.

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Communication

         21  from the City, County and Borough Offices.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Oh, I'm sorry.

         23  Received, ordered, printed and filed.

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Communication

         25  from the City, County and Borough Offices.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Supplemental

          4  petitions and communications.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Land Use

          7  Call-Ups.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Communication

         10  from the Speaker.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: First, if I could ask

         12  my colleagues to stand for a moment of silence.

         13  Although it hasn't been very long since we last met,

         14  we are sadly in that short time-frame lost another

         15  New Yorker. Army Sergeant Ian Sanchez, who was 26,

         16  of Castleton Corner, Staten Island, was killed in

         17  Afghanistan on June 16th when his all terrain

         18  vehicle struck an explosive device during combat

         19  operations.

         20                 He was assigned to the 1st Battalion,

         21  32nd Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team,

         22  10th Mountain Division, from Fort Durham, New York.

         23                 Sergeant Sanchez leaves behind his

         24  wife Jennifer, a six-year-old daughter, a

         25  22-month-old son and his mother Evelyn.
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          2                 (Moment of silence observed.)

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          4                 And before I move on to the

          5  legislative matters we're going to be addressing

          6  today, I want to call on Council Member Robert

          7  Jackson to make an introduction of a special guest

          8  we have with us today.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         10  Speaker. We have a young boy in the house today, his

         11  name is Ben Ellentuck. He's a 15-year-old intern in

         12  my office and he is an eighth grader at the Calhoun

         13  School, and he lives around the corner from me. His

         14  mother is very active in the community, and he's

         15  doing a lot of filing and other work, grunt work up

         16  in our community office. And Sara, my Executive

         17  Assistant, wanted him to come down here to see

         18  democracy in action, in essence, to experience a

         19  Stated Meeting of the City Council.

         20                 And, so, this is Ben's first time at

         21  City Hall, and first time experiencing a Stated

         22  Meeting.

         23                 Ben, would you please stand up.

         24                 Thank you, Madam Speaker.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: And I want to make
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          2  sure everyone knows that the results of the funniest

          3  Council member did come in in our Town Magazine, and

          4  I'm sorry Staten Island did not rule the day.

          5  Council Member Felder did win by far. By far.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 Now, today we are taking up a number

          8  of SLRs from our State and Federal Legislation

          9  Committee, and I want to again thank the Chair of

         10  that Committee for all of her hard work on so many

         11  of the State and Federal Legislation issues that

         12  come in at the end of the budget.

         13                 Today we are voting on a property tax

         14  cap bill. You know, in the Council today we hope the

         15  action we're taking on property tax, on the cap,

         16  will help homeowners with their tax bills next year.

         17                 For the past several years the

         18  Council has asked Albany to pass a bill that would

         19  provide tax relief to the City's taxpayers. And

         20  we're asking them to do that again this year. We're

         21  asking them to do it as quickly as it can possibly

         22  be done.

         23                 The so-called Cap Bill, as we all

         24  refer to it, will lower the class share, will lower

         25  the cap on class share increases from five percent
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          2  to two percent.

          3                 So, again, what we're doing is

          4  lowering the increases for class shares from five to

          5  two percent, and we think that two percent, as it

          6  relates to residential properties, is a much more

          7  responsible increase. It is what is within our power

          8  to do, and we think it is a number that really

          9  balances the interests of all five boroughs from

         10  Manhattan to Staten Island in a way that is fair to

         11  all of the different folks, whether they live in one

         12  or two-family homes in co-op or condos or if they

         13  are renters.

         14                 I want to thank everyone for this

         15  work on this bill, and I would urge everyone to vote

         16  in support of the State SLRs that are before us

         17  today.

         18                 I want to remind everyone that the

         19  State and Federal Legislation Committee and the

         20  Finance Committee and the full Council stand in

         21  recess because of the budget process. We're going to

         22  immediately following the end of this meeting go

         23  back into budget negotiations. There's a schedule of

         24  meetings tomorrow, Thursday and Friday. If you're

         25  unclear on a schedule, please see my office and
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          2  we'll let you know what the schedule of meetings

          3  are. And, again, as I said in our last Stated

          4  Meeting, I urge everyone not to go far because if

          5  you're not around and there's a meeting, we'll just

          6  spend your money and give it to somebody else.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Discussion on

          9  General Orders.

         10                 Okay, Reports of Special Committees.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: General Order

         13  Calendar. Coupled on General Order Calendar.

         14                 Standing Committees.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         16  Committee on Parks and Recreation.

         17                 Intro. 368-A. Naming of five

         18  thoroughfares.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and laid over.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         21  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         22                 SLR 22. Terminal leave.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         24  Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered SLR 121.
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          2  Retirement program. New York City Employees

          3  Retirement System.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered SLR 122.

          7  In rem tax foreclosure. Brooklyn.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered SLR 123.

         11  Adjusted base proportions.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         13  Order.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered SLR 124.

         15  Earned income tax credit.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         17  Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered SLR 125.

         19  Discontinue the use as park land.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         21  Orders, and I'll now ask for a roll call vote on all

         22  items coupled on the General Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I vote aye on

          9  all, except on preconsidered Reso SLR 115 I abstain.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye.

         12  May I be excused to explain my vote?

         13                 I'd like to just talk about SLR 125,

         14  to thank the Chair of the Committee and to thank the

         15  staff of the Speaker for moving so quickly.

         16                 This is a subway station at 96th and

         17  Broadway. The reason that we need a home rule is it

         18  is in the middle of the Broadway malls, which is the

         19  median and is parkland, it's always hard to alienate

         20  but it's for a good purpose.

         21                 I've had the pleasure of working with

         22  my colleagues that share it to the north and south,

         23  Council Member Inez Dickens and Council Member

         24  Melissa Mark-Viverito, working with the State

         25  legislators and the MTA and the community board, and
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          2  we hope that it will be a place for all New Yorkers

          3  to enjoy, and on top and below ground.

          4                 I also want to thank everyone for the

          5  EITC SLR. Thank you very much.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I'd like to be

         22  marked present and vote aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all,

         25  with the exception of Preconsidered SLR 123, on
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          2  which I will abstain.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: With a

          9  special thank you for all those who worked SLR 22 a

         10  reality, I vote aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Present. Aye

         17  on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I abstain on

          4  SLR 123, aye on the rest.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye on

         11  all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         22  all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on

          9  everything I missed. Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I abstain on 120

         14  -- preconsidered 123-A and yes on all others.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye on

         17  all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes on all.

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: All items on

         21  the General Order calendar today were adopted by a

         22  vote of 48 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         23  and zero abstentions, with the exception of SLR 125,

         24  which was adopted by 47 in the affirmative, zero in

         25  the negative and one abstention, and SLR 123, which
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          2  was adopted by 45 in the affirmative, zero in the

          3  negative and three abstentions.

          4                 Introduction and Reading of the

          5  Bills.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills will be

          7  referred to the Committees I've indicated.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Discussion of

          9  Resolutions.

         10                 Seeing none, Supplemental

         11  Resolutions. Seeing none, Supplemental General

         12  Discussion.

         13                 Council Member Gonzalez. Sara

         14  Gonzalez had her name here first. Is she here?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Good

         16  afternoon.

         17                 I'd like to take a moment here today

         18  to urge my colleagues to sign onto Reso 394. And

         19  this Reso is calling upon the State of New York to

         20  assist the City of New York is subsidizing the

         21  21,000 non-federal housing units managed by the New

         22  York City Housing Authority.

         23                 I urge my colleagues to do this in

         24  the light of the economic, I guess downfall that it

         25  will have on all the people that live in public
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          2  housing.

          3                 If we don't take care of it, it will

          4  mean that all these people will have to pay a

          5  percentage more on their rents and on different

          6  things pertaining to their housing. And it's a

          7  community and a population that's already affected,

          8  so we need to stand together and vote on this. Thank

          9  you.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         11  very much, Council member.

         12                 Council Member Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you. For

         14  those of you in the body who support the proposal to

         15  provide a senior citizen tax rebate to seniors

         16  living on fixed incomes, I just want to call your

         17  attention to SLR 130, which is on today's intro, and

         18  I would urge you all to sign onto that today,

         19  particularly as we wait to see whether the State

         20  Legislature is going to enact that legislation that

         21  would give us the Authority to fund that, should we

         22  choose to do it. And I think it's particularly

         23  important the State Senate where the Comptroller

         24  indicates some resistance from Joe Bruno, that as

         25  many of us as possible indicate that we would like
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          2  to see seniors living on fixed incomes in the City

          3  of New York get some property tax relief.

          4                 So, just briefly please consider

          5  signing onto SLR 130. Thank you.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          7  very much.

          8                 Council Member Mendez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you,

         10  Majority Leader.

         11                 I want to urge my colleagues to sign

         12  onto Council Member Gonzalez's reso that I am a part

         13  of.

         14                 We have a housing crisis, and public

         15  housing is not immune from this. They have a big

         16  budget deficit, $168 million this year. Part of the

         17  problems that they don't get dollar-for-dollar the

         18  money that they spend from the federal government,

         19  but the other part is that they're City and State

         20  developments and they have not been receiving any

         21  operating subsidies from the City and State.

         22                 And, so, in order to keep public

         23  housing the viable critical housing stock that it

         24  is, we are urging the State to put in money and as

         25  we also look to do the same, and I hope my
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          2  colleagues sign onto Reso 394. Thank you.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          4  very much, Council Member Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I

          6  just want to mention that on the 27th of June

          7  there's a joint hearing with education and

          8  technology, talking about ways that technology can

          9  achieve more student improvement, and I would hope

         10  that we could get input from all members or anybody

         11  else from your regions who is expert in this area.

         12  Thank you very much.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Miguel

         14  Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         16  Mr. Majority Leader. I just want to urge my

         17  colleagues, yesterday was the first hearing of the

         18  Rent Guideline Board, and as you know, the Guideline

         19  Board is proposing additional increases on rent. I

         20  think that we have a tremendous opportunity as a

         21  body to go and testify not only against the

         22  increases, but also urging the Board to become a

         23  partner with the City Council to change some of the

         24  laws that now exist, as it relates to the rent laws

         25  in the City of New York, and I think we have an
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          2  opportunity to ask them to be a partner so that we

          3  could get rid of the Urstadt Law, so that we could

          4  get rid of the MCI, never ending MCIs, and we could

          5  get rid of a Department that does not supervise when

          6  we put in, when landlords put in for repairs, and

          7  charge exaggerated charges to tenants.

          8                 I think that we have a responsibility

          9  as a City Council to be present at these hearings,

         10  to testify in these hearings, because we do have a

         11  housing crisis, and the only way to address this

         12  crisis is by having control over our destiny of our

         13  laws and the City Council must play a role in that,

         14  and I think we must urge the Rent Guideline Board to

         15  come up with a resolution asking for the Council to

         16  be the body with the jurisdiction of the rent laws.

         17  Thank you, Mr. Majority Leader.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         19  very much.

         20                 Seeing no other -- Council Member

         21  Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I just want to

         23  inform my colleagues this coming Monday, June 26th

         24  at 1:00 p.m., I will have the honor to have a joint

         25  hearing with Council Member Oliver Koppell regarding
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          2  voting, the voting machines that are going to be put

          3  in place for people with disabilities. At the

          4  present time, the plan that the City has is to put a

          5  number of machines in one location in each borough,

          6  which I think would be hard for anyone without

          7  disabilities. So, I think it's pretty ironic that in

          8  order to accommodate people with disabilities, we're

          9  going to take five machines and put them somewhere

         10  in one spot in each borough.

         11                 So, I would ask anyone who can to

         12  join us this Monday on this important hearing. Thank

         13  you.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         15  Member Sanders.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you.

         17                 I almost don't know what to call you

         18  but you look good up there. I wish permission to

         19  vote on the things that I missed. I vote yes. Aye on

         20  all.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So noted.

         22                 Speaker Quinn.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Although I was

         24  aggressively suggesting that folks not speak at

         25  today's meeting, I just have to make an exception
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          2  because today was a big day for one of our Council

          3  members, and I'd like us all to recognize that

          4  today, the Chair of our State and Federal

          5  Legislation Committee, the Chair of the Bronx

          6  Delegation, Maria Baez, today her grandson graduated

          7  with high honors from kindergarten. Yea.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: A bow. Take a

          9  bow.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Brandon is on his way

         11  to Harvard any day now.

         12                 So, thank you.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         14  very much.

         15                 Seeing no other General Discussion,

         16  then all items on today's General Order Calendar

         17  were adopted by 49 in the affirmative, zero in the

         18  negative, and zero abstentions, with the exception

         19  of SLR 125, which was adopted by 48 in the

         20  affirmative, zero in the negative, one abstention.

         21  And then SLR 123 was adopted by 46 in the

         22  affirmative, zero in the negative and three

         23  abstentions.

         24                 At this point in time, we have

         25  Extension of Remarks.
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          2                 Seeing none, we will call this

          3  meeting to recess.

          4                 (Hearing recessed at 3:21 p.m.)
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