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PROPOSED INT. NO. 688-A:
By Council Members Ignizio, James, Mealy, Recchia Jr., Nelson, Halloran, Oddo and Ulrich
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to verification of data for certain exemptions administered by the Department of Finance.

 

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds section 11-134 of the administrative code of the city of New York. 

Background


Every year, the Department of Finance (“DOF”) receives more than 27,000 new personal tax exemptions. DOF administers 26 tax benefit programs that provide property tax exemptions and abatements valued at approximately $4.5 billion.  To ensure taxpayers applying for a personal tax exemption are eligible and qualified to receive such exemption, in 2011, DOF began to require applicants to provide proof of eligibility when submitting exemption application.   The documentation required, as noted on the exemption application, is specific to the exemption being applied.  For example, in the case of a taxpayer applying for a Senior Citizen Homeowner Exemption, which provides a property tax exemption to owners of  1-, 2-, and 3-family houses, condominiums, or cooperative apartments who are at least 65 years old, make no more than $37,400 per year, and primarily reside in the property to be exempt, then such taxpayer would be required to provide copies of government issued identification, federal tax returns,  social security benefits, pensions, or other information requested by the Commissioner.
Summary of Provisions


           Proposed  Int. 688-A  adds a new section 11-134 of the administrative code of the city of 

New York to codify DOF’s existing practice by requiring applicants to submit proof of
 eligibility when applying for:
1. Senior citizen home owner exemption (requirements: identification, federal tax returns, , social security benefits, pensions, or other information requested by the Commissioner.
2. Disabled Homeowner Exemption (requirements: federal tax returns, social security benefits, Social Security Administration, pension, annuity, certificate or letter from United States Postal Service, Railroad Retirement Board, or State Commission for Blind or handicapped; or other information requested by the Commissioner)

3. School Tax Assessment Rebate (federal tax return, , social security , pension, annuity)

4. Enhanced Star (requirements: identification, federal tax return, social security, pension, annuity; or other information requested by the Commissioner)

5. Veterans Exemption (requirements:  certificate of discharge or Veteran Administration letter if disabled; or other information requested by the Commissioner); and 
6. Clergy Exemption (requirements: verification letter from church employer, identification if over 70, or marriage certificate or deceased spouse death certificate if the applicant is the unremarried spouse of clergy member; or other information requested by the Commissioner)

Proposed Int. 688-A would take effect in 180 days.

