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THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

MARY MASTROPAOLO, DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION, CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND

INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS

Council Member Wendell Foster, Chairman

May 2, 2001

INT. NO. 895:
By: Council Members Koslowitz, Marshall and Sabini; also Council Members Foster, Harrison, Leffler, McCaffrey, O’Donovan and Abel

TITLE:
In relation to a corner name, Joe Queen Corner, Borough of Queens.

INTENT:
This legislation would name, by posting a sign the southwest corner of 80th Road and Kew Gardens Road as Joe Queen Corner.

COMMENT:

The following biographical material was provided by New York Newsday and the Queens Tribune. 

Joe Queen was born in 1963. He lived his entire life in Queens.  He resided in Bayside at the time of his death, after an 18 month fight against cancer, at the age of 33, on Christmas morning in 1996.  He graduated from the Bronx High School of Science in 1980 and New York University in 1984.  His wife, Virginia Byrne, a reporter for the Associated Press, shared his love of journalism and community.

Joe Queen began his career as a fledgling reporter at the Queens Tribune during the late 1970s.  He moved on to New York Newsday in the 1980s where, in 1987, he began to tirelessly report on the varied neighborhoods of his home borough.  In 1988, he was promoted to a position as one of New York Newsday’s regularly featured columnists.  He was the recipient of two Pulitzer prizes for excellence in reporting.


Joe Queen was an ardent fan of the New York Mets and, long before his cancer diagnosis, he strongly supported the American Cancer Society.  It is, therefore, particularly fitting that in June of 1997, in the Shea Stadium parking lot, the inaugural Joe Queen Memorial 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament was held to benefit the American Cancer Society.


Diagnosed with cancer in April of 1996, Joe Queen underwent three different courses of chemotherapy and went into remission numerous times before he relapsed for the last time in November of 1996.  Joe Queen is survived by his wife, Virginia Byrne, his mother, Bella Queen, his brother, Dr. Alan Queen and his sister, Ann Queen Klein.


The southwest corner of 80th Road and Kew Gardens Road is the location of  New York Newsday’s new community office.   Queens Community Board No. 9 is in support of this corner designation.

TECHNICAL CORRECTION:


On lines four and five of Int. No. 895, the reference to “Kew Garden Road” should be corrected to read “Kew Gardens Road.”
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