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Council To Vote on Package of Legislation to Promote Use of Wheelchair-Accessible and Clean Air Taxicabs 

Council Speaker Quinn and Housing Chair Dilan to introduce 421-a legislation to expand affordable housing development
City Hall, December 6, 2006– The City Council will today vote on a package of legislation to encourage the City’s use of wheelchair-accessible and clean air taxicabs, improving air quality and taxi availability to disabled citizens. The Council will also vote on amendments to local lobbying laws requiring lobbyists to electronically submit reports to City. Council Speaker Christine C. Quinn and Housing Chair Erik Martin Dilan will also introduce new legislation to reform the 421-a tax exemption program.

Wheelchair-Accessible and Clean-Air Taxicabs

In efforts to protect New York City’s air quality and make travel by taxi accessible to all, the Council will vote on legislation that will increase the use of wheelchair-accessible and green taxicabs. The proposed legislation will:

· Require the Taxi and Limousine Commission to develop and implement a plan to promote the use and purchase of wheelchair-accessible and clean air taxicabs and for-hire vehicles.

· Extend the operational life of wheelchair-accessible and clean air taxicabs, to incentivize taxi owners to purchase them;

· Require clean-air vehicles to display a “Clean Air Vehicle” label in at least two prominent locations on the car’s exterior as well as requiring clean air taxicabs to provide information about such taxicabs to their passengers; and

· Require wheelchair-accessible taxicabs and for-hire vehicles to display an insignia in at least two prominent locations on the car’s exterior, identifying the car as an accessible vehicle.

“Partnering with the Mayor, local environmental groups and disability advocates, we are working to make the City greener and more accessible to senior citizens and individuals with disabilities,” said Speaker Quinn.  “We have a responsibility to make sure that New Yorkers are breathing fresher air and getting around town more easily.”

These bills are a continuation of the Council’s effort to increase the number of wheelchair accessible and clean air taxicabs. In May, the Council reached an agreement with the Mayor on legislation to sell 254 alternative-fuel and 54 wheelchair accessible taxicab medallions. The Speaker and Mayor also worked with state lawmakers to secure approval for the City to sell an additional 150 accessible taxicab medallions.

“Taxicabs are iconic symbols of New York City. Through the use of economic incentives, these bills will provide afresh overhaul of taxicabs by making them more user-friendly for people with disabilities and for people who want to breathe fresh air – without imposing a burden on taxi owners,” said Transportation Committee Chair John C. Liu.

“Thanks to the leadership of Speaker Quinn, the City Council has greatly increased the number of clean air and disabled accessible taxi cabs in our city,” said Environmental Protection Committee Chair James F. Gennaro. “By creating a plan to put even more of these vehicles on our streets, we will continue to make sure that our city transportation is accessible and healthy for all New Yorkers.”

“These bills will give cab owners a powerful incentive to convert to clean-air vehicles,” Council Member David Yassky said. “With this new technology available and affordable, and this incentive in place, there is no good reason to keep hybrids out of the taxi fleet.  For the nearly one million New Yorkers living with asthma, the bill we passed today is a breath of fresh air.”

 “These are significant steps forward towards the goal of a fully accessible and clean air taxi fleet,” said Mental Health Committee Chair Oliver Koppell.

“We particularly urge the Council's passage of this legislation requiring the Taxi & Limousine Commission to develop a plan within six months to significantly increase the number of clean air and wheelchair accessible taxi and for-hire vehicles,” said the United Spinal Association's Terence Moakley, Chair of the New York City Taxis For All Campaign. “Factory-built accessible taxi vehicles are just around the corner. We applaud the Council for requiring the TLC to be proactive in preparing to make a vital part of our city's transportation system more accessible to everyone.”

“These bills provide a strong combination of incentives that will put clean energy-saving technology on the streets of New York, and provide real economic benefits for cab drivers,” said Yerina Mugica of Natural Resources Defense Council-New York Urban program. “Cleaner taxis in the City will also mean cleaner air, and cut global warming emissions.  And it’s a great chance for riders to experience a really smart solution.”

“This legislation is an important step in reducing auto emissions and global warming pollution.  We need to accelerate the transition of as many yellow taxis to clean air taxis as soon as possible,” said Patrick Centolanzi, Transportation Chair of the New York City Group of the Sierra Club.  “Hybrid vehicles are uniquely able to provide low-emissions and fuel-efficiency when operating in stopped or congested traffic, such as in New York City.”

Lobbying Amendments

The Council will vote on amendments requiring lobbyists to electronically file periodic and annual reports using the E-Lobbyist program. This vote follows a joint initiative by Speaker Quinn and Mayor Bloomberg to limit the influence of lobbyists in City Hall. In March, the Council passed a legislation reducing lobbyists’ financial influence and strengthening oversight and enforcement of the lobbying laws.

“We continue to send a clear message to New Yorkers that there is no place for inappropriate influence in City government,” said Speaker Quinn. “Today’s amendments will allow for greater oversight and more efficient filing of lobbyist activities – ultimately putting citizens’ interests before special interests and strengthening public trust in local government.”

“As Committee Chair, it was a pleasure to observe the Speaker work with the Mayor on these reforms.  The passing of this amendment is further testament to the importance of collaboration between the Council and the Administration, and Speaker Quinn and Mayor Bloomberg should be applauded for their leadership on this issue,” said Governmental Operations Committee Chair Simcha Felder.

421-a

Following several weeks of dialogue regarding the 421-a Tax Exemption program, Speaker Quinn and Housing and Building Committee Chair Erik Martin Dilan will introduce a diverse and responsible new plan to spur housing development. Twenty-seven members of the Council have signed on in the support the plan. Proposals included in the plan would:

· Expand the exclusion area where affordable housing is required for the 421-a tax exemption;

· Regularly reassess the area to protect emerging neighborhoods;

· Require on-site affordable housing;

· Cap the subsidy for luxury buildings outside the exclusion area;

· Create a $400 million affordable housing trust fund targeted to lowest income communities;

· Keep 4 and 5-unit buildings in the program; and

· Require that development within the areas covered by Neighborhood Preservation Program (NPP) and the Real Estate Mortgage Investment Conduit (REMIC) loans only receive the extended tax 25 year benefit if affordable housing is included.

Speaker Quinn said, “The 421-a program was created at a time when the City faced a fiscal crisis and new housing development was at a standstill. But today’s market has changed, and the program must also change. Chairman Dilan and I met with our colleagues, developers, affordable housing advocates and the Bloomberg Administration to craft a bill that we believe best meets the needs of our diverse neighborhoods. This bill will create more affordable housing while also protecting our public dollars from subsidizing new luxury development.”

Housing and Buildings Chairman Erik Martin Dilan said, “This bill balances the needs of New Yorkers.  Not only does it cap tax benefits for luxury development, it also ensures that the City’s housing reflects the diversity at the heart of New York City.  I am looking forward to reforming this program.”

Currently, the Geographic Exclusion Area (GEA), the zone within which developers only receive tax breaks if they provide affordable housing is limited to only Manhattan between Canal and 96th Streets and a small part of the Brooklyn waterfront. Under State law, the current 421-a program is scheduled to expire at the end of 2007. Therefore, any changes to the programs made by the Council must be made before the end of this year.
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