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This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.
 
Legislative Service Number:
·         LS No. 8964
Prime Sponsor:
·         Council Member Eric Dinowitz
Bill Title:
·         A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the police department to report on the status of hate crime cases
Submitted by:
·         Council Member Eric Dinowitz
[bookmark: _tbkg7kf2ulg5]Justification
Hate crimes inflict harm not only on individual victims but on entire communities by fostering fear, isolation, and mistrust in public institutions. While New York City already requires the Police Department to report aggregate hate crime statistics, current public reporting ends at the point of arrest and does not provide meaningful insight into what happens to cases once they enter the criminal justice system. This lack of transparency makes it difficult for policymakers, advocates, and affected communities to assess whether reported hate crimes are being taken seriously, investigated consistently, or resolved equitably.
This legislation would require the Police Department to publicly report the status of each hate crime case in which a person has been arrested or indicted, including whether charges were filed, whether the case was dismissed, whether the defendant was released on bail, and whether the case resulted in a conviction or acquittal. By extending reporting beyond incident counts and arrests, the bill provides a more complete and accurate picture of how hate crime cases proceed through the justice system, while preserving existing definitions and reporting schedules already established in law.
Importantly, the absence of case-outcome reporting contributes to the longstanding underreporting crisis surrounding hate crimes. When communities see hate crimes counted only at the point of initial classification, particularly when reporting focuses primarily on violent offenses, many non-violent but deeply harmful acts of bias, intimidation, and harassment are perceived as minimized or erased. Transparent reporting on case status helps rebuild trust, encourages reporting, and ensures that hate crimes are understood not merely as isolated incidents, but as cases requiring sustained institutional response and accountability.

