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          1  LANDMARKS, SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN:  Good morning.

          3  Welcome to the Land Use Subcommittee on Landmarks,

          4  Public Siting and Maritime Uses.

          5                 I am Jessica Lappin.  We are joined

          6  today by Council Member Annabel Palma, Council

          7  Member Maria del Carmen Arroyo, Council Member

          8  Charles Barron, and Council Member Jimmy Oddo.

          9                 We have one item on the agenda today,

         10  it is a school, a 630 seat primary and intermediate

         11  facility in the Bronx, Community Board 5, in Council

         12  Member Helen Diane Foster's district.  Item Number

         13  20075015 SCX, and we have also been joined by

         14  Council Member Rosie Mendez.

         15                 Like to hear first from Askia Davis,

         16  Region One, who is here to represent Superintendent

         17  Torres, and Gregory Shaw from the School

         18  Construction Authority.

         19                 MR. SHAW:  Thank you, good morning

         20  Chairperson Lappin and council members.  Thank you

         21  very much for inviting us here today.

         22                 My name is Gregory Shaw, I am the

         23  principle attorney for Contracts, Real Estate and

         24  Construction for the New York City School

         25  Construction Authority.
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          2                 The New York City School Construction

          3  Authority has undertaken the site selection process

          4  for the proposed 630 seat primary and intermediate

          5  school facility that will be located on Tax Block

          6  2866- Lot 100, and a portion of Lot 70, on the

          7  southeast corner of Macombs Road and West Tremont

          8  Avenue in the borough of the Bronx.

          9                 The proposed school site is also

         10  located in the Department of Education Region Number

         11  1, Community School District Number 9, and Bronx

         12  Community Board Number 5.

         13                 The proposed site contains a total of

         14  approximately 39,320 square feet of lot area.

         15                 The site is an assemblage of Lot 100,

         16  and a portion of Lot 70 on Tax Block 2866 in the

         17  borough of the Bronx.

         18                 Lot 100 is privately owned, and

         19  contains a consisting two- story structure

         20  originally constructed as a movie theater, that is

         21  currently occupied by several small, commercial

         22  ventures.

         23                 The portion of Lot 70 included in the

         24  proposed project site contains approximately 16,620

         25  square feet, and consists of the paved grounds of
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          2  the adjacent Intermediate School 232 in the borough

          3  of the Bronx.

          4                 This area is currently occupied by

          5  transportable classroom units.  The site plans calls

          6  for the existing building on Lot 100 to be

          7  demolished, and the transportable classroom units to

          8  be removed from Lot 70, and replaced with the 630

          9  seat primary and intermediate school facility.

         10                 The notice of filing of the site plan

         11  was published in the New York Post and the City

         12  Record on January 6, 2006.  Bronx Community Board

         13  Number 5 was also notified of the site plan on

         14  January 6, and was asked to hold a public hearing on

         15  the proposed site plan.

         16                 Community Board Number 5 held its

         17  hearing on the site plan on February 9, 2006.  It

         18  did not submit written comments regarding the site

         19  plan.

         20                 The City Planning Commission was also

         21  notified on that date, and recommended in favor of

         22  the site.

         23                 The SCA has considered all comments

         24  received on the proposed site plan, and affirms the

         25  site plan pursuant to Section 1731 of the Public
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          2  Authority's Law, and in accordance with Section 1732

          3  of the Public Authority's Law.  The SCA submitted

          4  the proposed site plan to the Mayor and Council on

          5  September 13th, 2006.

          6                      We look forward to your

          7  Subcommittee's favorable consideration of the

          8  proposed site plan, and we are prepared to answer

          9  any questions that you may have.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN:  Thank you, Mr.

         12  Shaw.

         13                 I am having a hard time visualizing

         14  the site.  The site is two lots?

         15                 MS. SHAW:  Yes, it is two lots.  What

         16  it is, is that one lot, Lot 100, which is privately

         17  owned, which we will acquire, the other part, Lot

         18  70, is actually part of Intermediate School 232.

         19                 We currently have transportable

         20  classroom units on that school because it is

         21  overcrowded.  We will remove those transportable

         22  classroom units from that paved area, and that will

         23  become part of the new school.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN:  But will there

         25  continue to be a private owner with the commercial
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          2  use on the same lot?

          3                 MR. SHAW:  No, no, no.  Of course, we

          4  will acquire that commercial use.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN:  Okay.

          6                 MR. SHAW:  However we can.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN:  So you are going

          8  to completely demolish what is existing on both Lot

          9  70, that portion, and Lot 100 and build something

         10  new.

         11                 MR. SHAW:  Yes, correct.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN:  How many

         13  students are in the TCU's right now?

         14                 MR. SHAW:  We have about six TCU's-

         15  excuse me, I did not introduce Mr. Askia Davis, who

         16  is the Deputy Superintendent for the Region- may

         17  have that information for you.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 MR. DAVIS:  I am sorry, I have a list

         20  here but I do not really see it.  I thought I had

         21  it.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN:  Okay, if you

         23  could get that to us.

         24                 I guess the new facility that is

         25  going to accommodate 630 seats, so that is
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          2  obviously, I am assuming, the children- the middle

          3  school students who are already there in the

          4  temporary structures but also, is it a new primary

          5  school?

          6                 MR. SHAW:  Oh yes, I am sorry.  If I

          7  did not make that clear, yes, it will be a brand new

          8  school that will be constructed on those two lots.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN:  That will take

         10  new primary students, and the existing middle school

         11  students?

         12                 MR. SHAW:  From those transportable

         13  units.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN:  Right.

         15                 MR. DAVIS:  Yes, it is a small number

         16  and I will get you the numbers in terms- I did not

         17  want to quote an indirect number.  I will get that

         18  to you.

         19                 I believe the number of kids in the

         20  transportable units is less than 100.

         21                 So, it will give opportunities for

         22  those kids who would normally be in that but also we

         23  have a number of elementary schools in that area of

         24  the Bronx where there is no real other middle school

         25  to serve them.
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          2                 So, we have students from P.S. 11,

          3  204, and other places that have gone about almost

          4  two miles across Jerome Avenue and the Grand

          5  Concourse to attend Middle School 166.

          6                 So, it will give those students and

          7  their families the opportunity to really have a

          8  school located in that neighborhood, and not have to

          9  deal with the transportation issues in terms of

         10  going across Jerome and the Grand Concourse to reach

         11  Middle School 166.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN:  What is going to

         13  happen in the interim during construction when the

         14  transportable's are gone?  Where will those students

         15  be?

         16                 MR. DAVIS:  Well, what will happen we

         17  will actually look and absorb them in schools in

         18  that general vicinity.

         19                 We have another school that is not

         20  too far from there, and I can tell you what school

         21  that is, that would give us a chance to really

         22  absorb some of that population.  That is I.S. Junior

         23  High School 390.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN:  Okay I mean, I

         25  understand from Council Member Foster that this is
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          2  an area that is in desperate need of new schools,

          3  which is why she supportive of this project, and

          4  that it is going to relieve overcrowding.

          5                 Is that correct?

          6                 MR. DAVIS:  That is correct.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN:   Okay, do any of

          8  my colleagues have questions?

          9                 Council Member Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  No, I just

         11  want to know if the youngsters can be absorbed in

         12  schools in the area, how come they were in the

         13  portables in the first place?

         14                 MR. DAVIS:  Our portables have been

         15  there for some time.  What we will do is actually

         16  the population in our middle schools have gone down

         17  a little bit, and so what we were doing at the time

         18  of the construction, is we will be looking to absorb

         19  them in there- we will absorb some probably within

         20  the 390--.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  No, I got

         22  that part, I am clear on that part.  I was just

         23  curious to know why they were in there in the first

         24  place.

         25                 Is it an overcrowding problem?

                                                            11

          1  LANDMARKS, SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2                 MR. DAVIS:  There is an overcrowding

          3  problem in District 9, where this school is located.

          4                 We have a choice program, and these

          5  students actually, generally, sometimes choose what

          6  they will consider schools that are the ideal

          7  schools, and then sometimes neighborhood schools,

          8  this is a neighborhood school, and so that is one of

          9  the reasons why it is overcrowded.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Proximity to

         11  transportation?

         12                 MR. DAVIS:  Proximity to

         13  transportation.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Right.

         15                 MR. DAVIS:  I believe the Jerome

         16  Avenue subway station is about two blocks from

         17  there.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Chairperson

         19  Lappin, Council Member Foster is on board with this?

         20                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN:  Yes, she is.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Okay.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN:  Council Member

         23  Palma.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA:  Thank you.

         25                 My question is, there are businesses
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          2  that are in one of the sites right now?

          3                 MR. DAVIS:  There are a couple of

          4  small businesses, one is a pizza parlor and I do not

          5  recall what the other one is.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA:  Are those

          7  businesses- like their lease is going to end, and

          8  they are going to be out of there?  Or are they

          9  going to be there with the school?

         10                 MR. DAVIS:  I do not know what the

         11  extent- what the term of their lease is.  I have

         12  been in contact with the owner.  We have not agreed

         13  on a price to acquire the property yet.

         14                 Other than that, I cannot give you

         15  more information.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA:  But they are

         17  not going to remain?

         18                 MR. DAVIS:  Oh, absolutely no, no,

         19  no.  Everything will be demolished and a new school

         20  will go up, so the businesses will not be there.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA:  Okay, thank

         22  you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN:  Any other

         24  questions?

         25                 Okay, this hearing is closed.
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          2                 Thank you for your testimony.

          3                 MR. SHAW:  Thank you.

          4                 MR. DAVIS:  Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN:  And counsel,

          6  please call the roll.

          7                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  On

          8  Preconsidered L.U. 20075015 SCX, Chair Lappin.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN:  Aye.

         10                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Council

         11  Member Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Aye.

         13                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:

         14  Councilwoman Palma.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA:  Aye.

         16                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:

         17  Councilwoman Arroyo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO:  Yes.

         19                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:

         20  Councilwoman Mendez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ:  Aye.

         22                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Councilman

         23  Oddo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Yes.

         25                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  By a vote
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          2  of six in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

          3  abstentions, the aforementioned item is adopted.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN:  We will hold the

          5  vote open for five minutes.

          6                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  On

          7  Preconsidered L.U. 20075015 SCX, Council Member Liu,

          8  how do you vote?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Yes.

         10                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Council

         11  Member Martinez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ:  Yes.

         13                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  By a vote

         14  of eight in the affirmative, none in the negative,

         15  and no abstentions, the aforementioned Preconsidered

         16  item is adopted.

         17                 (Hearing concluded at 12:18 p.m.)
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