MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

LOCAL LAW

TITLE:   To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the installation of non-metallic conduit in buildings as a safeguard against the products of combustion of such conduits.

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:  This bill amends Article 352 of the National Electrical Code (the “NEC”), specifically sections 352.10, Uses Permitted, and 352.12, Uses Not Permitted.  The amendment allows the use of non-metallic conduits to residential buildings of three floors or less and restricts the use of non-metallic conduit in all other buildings.

REASONS FOR SUPPORT:   The restrictions proposed in this bill were first enacted in 1986. Local Law 41/2002 continued to impose these restrictions in the amendments to sections 347-2 (1) and 347-2 (2) of the NEC. In the amendments to the 2002 NEC of Local Law 81/2003, the format of the NEC and amendments changed. Some articles were renumbered; specifically, Article 347 became Article 352. Inadvertently, during the renumbering process, the two amendments to Art. 352, meant to be included in 81/2003, were dropped, an editorial oversight.

This bill adds two amendments to  Local Law/2003. The first, 352.10, allows the use of non-metallic conduits in residential buildings of 3 floors or less. Other non-metallic wiring methods are allowed in such buildings at the present time and such buildings are easily evacuated in the event of fire. The second amendment, 352.12, restricts the use of non-metallic conduits in non-residential buildings to concealed use within non-plenum walls, floors and ceilings where the walls, floors and ceilings have a fire resistance rating of one hour. The NEC allows for a 15 minute fire rating. The Electrical Code Revision and Interpretation Committee, which is comprised of the various stakeholders in the Electrical Code and has been responsible for reviewing and recommending local amendments to the NEC, feels that the issues of population density and sheer size of buildings in New York City are best addressed by imposing a more restrictive standard for the use of the products which this bill affects.

