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I. Introduction
On Tuesday, February 28, 2023, a joint oversight hearing on Film Industry Expansion in New York City will be held by the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Chi Ossé; the Committee on Economic Development, chaired by Council Member Amanda Farías; and the Committee on Technology, chaired by Council Member Jennifer Gutiérrez. Additionally, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries, and International Intergroup Relations will hear Preconsidered Resolution Number ___, sponsored by Council Members Nantasha Williams, Amanda Farías, Shekar Krishnan, and Shahana Hanif, recognizing the month of Ramadan annually in the City of New York and celebrating the significant role of Muslims in the multicultural fabric of New York City communities. Witnesses invited to testify include representatives from the Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment (MOME), the New York City Economic Development Corporation (NYCEDC), the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCLA), film industry members, representatives of the art and cultural communities, advocacy groups, and other interested stakeholders. 
II. Background
New York City (NYC or the City) provides the backdrop for some of the world’s largest film productions.[footnoteRef:1] The film industry in NYC has long been growing,[footnoteRef:2] and the rise of original programming by streaming services, such as Netflix, Hulu, Amazon Studios, and Apple, has only increased the demand for production opportunities.[footnoteRef:3] While 2020 led to a drop in productions due to the COVID-19 pandemic,[footnoteRef:4] the industry is growing steadily again as NYC productions reached all-time highs in 2022,[footnoteRef:5] with 35 productions filming on the ground at any given time and 80 series shooting in the City—a 34 percent increase in episodic production since 2014.[footnoteRef:6]  [1:  Manhattan and Brooklyn are consistently the two most filmed boroughs, followed by, in descending order, Queens, the Bronx, and Staten Island. Nathaniel Whelan, What Makes New York The World’s Media Capital?, WORLD ATLAS, Aug 20, 2020, available at https://www.worldatlas.com/what-makes-new-york-the-world-s-media-capital.html; Elizabeth Grieco, One-in-five U.S. newsroom employees live in New York, Los Angeles or D.C., PEW RESEARCH CENTER, Oct 24, 2019, available at https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/10/24/one-in-five-u-s-newsroom-employees-live-in-new-york-los-angeles-or-d-c/. ]  [2:  Jill Goldsmith, NYC Film Chiefs Anne Del Castillo & Kwame Amoaku On Luring Production: There’s Been A “Restart Of The Entire Process”, So “Take Another Look” – The Deadline Q&A (Dec. 28, 2022); https://deadline.com/2022/12/nyc-new-york-film-tv-production-mome-anne-del-castillo-kwame-amoaku-1235207153/ (discussing a 2021 study that found the City's video and motion picture production provided 46,700 jobs, $4.7 billion in wages and $14.9 billion in economic output in 2019 alone, reaching a high point of 80 television shows and 300 feature films).]  [3:  Liz Young, Streaming services like Netflix sparking demand for sound-stage real estate in NYC, new report says, NEW YORK BUSINESS JOURNAL, Nov 4, 2020, available at https://www.bizjournals.com/newyork/news/2020/11/04/sound-stage-real-estate-report-cbre.html; Kate Feldman, Netflix sets up shop in Bushwick, Brooklyn, with massive new production studio, NEW YORK DAILY NEWS, Sep 27, 2021, available at https://www.nydailynews.com/entertainment/tv/ny-netflix-bushwick-brooklyn-production-studio-20210927-j53skrt6fjf7jhetuxx3hjqcye-story.html; Lois Weiss, Apple TV+ signs big lease at Kaufman Astoria Studios, THEREALDEAL, Jan 27, 2021, available at https://therealdeal.com/2021/01/27/apple-tv-signs-big-lease-at-kaufman-astoria-studios/. ]  [4:  See Mayor’s Office of Media & Entertainment, New York City Film & Television Industry Economic Impact Study 2021 (Sep. 15, 2021) available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/mome/pdf/FilmTV_report_091521.pdf.]  [5:  NYC Media and Entertainment Office, New York City Film & Television Industry: Economic Impact Study 2021 (2021), available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/mome/pdf/mome-nyc-film-tv-industry-study-report.pdf.]  [6:  Id. at 5; George Winslow, NYC Strengthens Efforts to Attract TV, Film Production (Jul. 22, 2022), available at https://www.tvtechnology.com/news/nyc-strengthens-efforts-to-attract-tv-film-production.] 

A. Tax Incentive Programs
Local and New York State (NYS or the State) tax credits or abatements have historically played a key role in growing the film and television industry in NYC, and the number of studios applying for these benefits is growing exponentially. In 2004, the State introduced the NYS Film Production Tax Credit (State Film Tax Credit) program to provide incentives to qualified film and television production companies in an effort to make NYS more attractive to producers.[footnoteRef:7] In 2010, the State introduced a Post-Production Film Tax Credit as well.[footnoteRef:8]  [7:  Glenn Collins, Plan to Boost Film Industry In New York.(Aug. 17, 2004), available at https://www.nytimes.com/2004/08/17/nyregion/plan-to-boost-film-industry-in-new-york.html.]  [8:  See NY Post Alliance, The New York State Post-Production Ecosystem (Dec. 2016), available at https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.postnewyork.org/resource/resmgr/docs/PNYA_Economic_Impact_Full_De.pdf.] 

The State Film Tax Credit program offers film and television productions a 25 percent credit for qualified production expenditures.[footnoteRef:9] In 2005, NYS listed just nine facilities where film and television productions could qualify for the State Film Tax Credit; since then the number has increased to over 40.[footnoteRef:10] The program has now been extended through 2029 and provides as much as $420 million a year in tax credits for “below the line” expenses (which exclude salaries for actors, directors, writers, and producers).[footnoteRef:11] In 2022, Governor Kathy Hochul proposed increasing the State Film Tax Credit to a cap of $700 million,[footnoteRef:12] in an effort to provide additional incentives for productions to choose NYS over competing states, such as New Jersey, Georgia, and California.[footnoteRef:13]  [9:  New York State, Empire State Development, New York State Film Tax Credit Program (Production), available at https://esd.ny.gov/new-york-state-film-tax-credit-program-production.]  [10:  See id. (providing an overview of eligibility requirements for the program).]  [11:  https://www.thecity.nyc/economy/2022/10/19/23411911/netflix-movie-tv-studio-sunnyside-deniro.]  [12:  Gene Maddaus, New York Governor Seeks to Expand Film Tax Credit to $700 Million (Feb. 1, 2023), available at https://variety.com/2023/film/news/kathy-hochul-new-york-film-tax-credit-increase-700-million-1235509626/.]  [13:  Jill Goldsmith, New York Governor Seeks to Expand Film Tax Credit to $700 Million (Dec. 28, 2022), available at https://deadline.com/2022/12/nyc-new-york-film-tv-production-mome-anne-del-castillo-kwame-amoaku-1235207153/; https://www.jerseysbest.com/community/new-jersey-the-new-film-capital-of-america/; See https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.postnewyork.org/resource/resmgr/docs/PNYA_Economic_Impact_Full_De.pdf (presenting a 2016 economic impact study conducted by the Post New York Alliance (PNYA) indicating that tax credits have been successful for not only NYC but also New York state.); see also https://www.thecity.nyc/economy/2022/10/19/23411911/netflix-movie-tv-studio-sunnyside-deniro.] 

B. Additional NYC Incentive Programs and Local Expansion
In 2022, NYC Mayor Eric Adams also announced a number of City measures to encourage film and television production locally.[footnoteRef:14] His announcement included the creation of the first-ever Film and Television Production Industry Council;[footnoteRef:15] the appointment of former Chicago Film Office director Kwame Amoaku as Deputy Commissioner in the NYC Film Office within MOME, which serves as the primary liaison between the City and the film industry;[footnoteRef:16] and the signing of Executive Order 21, which requires each City agency to have a film office liaison in order to support the industry’s $82 billion local economic impact and the 185,000 jobs the industry contributes to NYC’s cultural landscape.[footnoteRef:17] Mayor Adams remarked that these actions “make good on our promise” to help the film and television industry recover fully after the pandemic; he noted that NYC “has some amazing stories to tell, and we’re going to make it easy as possible for the film and television industry to tell each one of those stories.”[footnoteRef:18] [14:  City of New York, Mayor Adams Makes Major Investments in Film and Television Industry (Jul. 21, 2022), available at https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/531-22/mayor-adams-makes-major-investments-film-television-industry.]  [15:  Id.; see also Directors Guild of America Neil Dudich Appointed Co-Chair of New York City Film, Television and Commercial Production Industry Council Advisory Group (Jul. 26, 2022), available at https://www.dga.org/News/Guild-News/2022/August2022/Neil-Dudich-Appointed-To-NYC-Film-TV-Commercial-Industry-Council-Advisory-Group.aspx.]  [16:  Id.]  [17:  Id.; Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment, Executive Order 21 (July 21, 2022), available at https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/021-002/executive-order-21.]  [18:  George Winslow, NYC Strengthens Efforts to Attract TV, Film Production (Jul. 22, 2022), available at https://www.tvtechnology.com/news/nyc-strengthens-efforts-to-attract-tv-film-production.] 

In addition to these measures, NYC has seen heavy public and private investment in renovating and building new studio spaces.[footnoteRef:19] In 2016, Silvercup Studios developed a new 115,000-square-foot studio facility in Port Morris in the Bronx to meet the growing demands of the film industry.[footnoteRef:20] In developing its new campus, now known as “Silvercup North,” the studio created roughly 100 construction jobs as well as an estimated 400 film production jobs.[footnoteRef:21] York Studios recently completed its Michelangelo Campus, a five-stage, 350,000-square-foot facility in Soundview in the Bronx.[footnoteRef:22]  [19:  Allan V. Cook, Studio production in New York: Resuming physical studio production in the wake of COVID-19, DELOITTE, 2021, available at https://www2.deloitte.com/us/en/pages/technology-media-and-telecommunications/articles/nyc-studio-production-covid-19-case-study.html. ]  [20:  New York Business Journal Staff, Silvercup Studios opens new Bronx facility (Aug. 17, 2016), available at https://www.bizjournals.com/newyork/news/2016/08/17/silvercup-studios-opens-new-bronx-facility.html.]  [21:  This is part of the $7.1 billion film industry in NYC, and contributes $400 million in tax revenue while employing 130,000 New Yorkers. City of New York, Silvercup Studios Expanding to the Bronx (Jul. 6, 2015), available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/film/html/news_2015/070115_silvercup_bronx_expansion.shtml.]  [22:  Steven Goodstein, $100 million movie sets/York Studios to construct a 9-stage facility (Jun. 9, 2017), available at https://www.bxtimes.com/100-million-movie-sets-york-studios-to-construct-a-9-stage-facility/. ] 

Additional studios seeking studio space include Netflix, which has a new Brooklyn production facility slated for future construction,[footnoteRef:23] and Apple and Lionsgate, which have signed leases for new production space.[footnoteRef:24] Existing studios like Steiner Studios, Kaufman Astoria Studios, and Broadway Stages have also announced expansions to their existing production space.[footnoteRef:25] In 2022 alone, nearly 1 million square feet of production and related space were being newly built or renovated throughout the five boroughs, including at the Made in NY Campus at Bush Terminal in Brooklyn.[footnoteRef:26] According to a Deloitte case study on film production in a post-pandemic NYC, demand for studio space has been forecasted to exceed supply through at least 2024.[footnoteRef:27]  [23:  Lucas Shaw, Betting Big on Brooklyn, Netflix Opens First New York Studio, BLOOMBERG, Jul 16, 2021, available at https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-07-16/netflix-opens-massive-new-york-studio-in-brooklyn; Jill Goldsmith, NYC TV Production Hits Pre-Pandemic Level In August; Film Commission Study Highlights Industry Economic Impact, DEADLINE, Aug 12, 2021, available at https://deadline.com/2021/08/new-york-city-film-television-production-1234813450/. ]  [24:  See Kelsi Maree Borland, Studio Leasing Market Is Thriving in NYC (Mar. 15, 2021), available at https://www.globest.com/2021/03/15/studio-leasing-market-is-thriving-in-nyc/?slreturn=20230109025343.]  [25:  Liz Young, Streaming services like Netflix sparking demand for sound-stage real estate in NYC, new report says, NEW YORK BUSINESS JOURNAL, Nov 4, 2020, available at https://www.bizjournals.com/newyork/news/2021/03/15/film-industry-real-estate-nyc-report-cbre.html. ]  [26:  https://www.tvtechnology.com/news/nyc-strengthens-efforts-to-attract-tv-film-production.]  [27:  Allan V. Cook, Studio production in New York: Resuming physical studio production in the wake of COVID-19, DELOITTE, 2021, available at https://www2.deloitte.com/us/en/pages/technology-media-and-telecommunications/articles/nyc-studio-production-covid-19-case-study.html. ] 

C. The Local Impact of Film Industry Expansion 
a. Film Industry Growth in NYC Communities
While this upward trajectory in film industry activity is undoubtedly a boon for a recovering NYC economy, these productions also impact the local communities where they film in both positive and negative ways. Ways in which film shoots can benefit local communities include directly employing workers and bringing more business to local businesses.[footnoteRef:28] As explained by a former Commissioner of MOME, one film can bring millions of dollars to local businesses in the neighborhoods a production is filming in,[footnoteRef:29] and the film and television industry provides a pathway to well-paying union jobs for people without a college degree—“ranging from production assistants to carpenters to costumers to Teamsters.”[footnoteRef:30]  [28:  Id.]  [29:  Sandy Kenyon, Head of New York City film, TV production talks expansion, diversity (Apr. 19, 2016), available at https://abc7ny.com/julie-menin-entertainment-new-york-city-tv-production/1298788/ (explaining that “ ‘The Intern’ was shot in 17 different neighborhoods in Brooklyn, injecting over $45 million into those neighborhoods … [which supported businesses like] the local deli, the dry cleaner, [and] the lumber yard.”).]  [30:  Greg David, As Streaming Business Struggles, NYC Puts Big Bets on Film and TV Studio Expansion (Oct. 19, 2022), available at https://www.thecity.nyc/economy/2022/10/19/23411911/netflix-movie-tv-studio-sunnyside-deniro.] 

At a September 26, 2019, joint hearing of the Committee on Technology and the Committee on Small Business on Film Industry Expansion and its Impact, small businesses testified that local film shoots help keep them in business.[footnoteRef:31] One business owner testified about needing “even more [staff] because of how busy we are working in this wonderful dynamic industry.”[footnoteRef:32] A restaurant owner testified about being able to grow the restaurant due to support from Steiner Studios.[footnoteRef:33] [31:  Testimony of Carpet Time before the Committee on Technology and Committee on Small Business, NYC Council, September 26, 2019, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4125914&GUID=B32720E7-3170-416F-809F-23011F88C657&Options=&Search=. ]  [32:  Testimony of Carpet Time before the Committee on Technology and Committee on Small Business, NYC Council, September 26, 2019, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4125914&GUID=B32720E7-3170-416F-809F-23011F88C657&Options=&Search=. ]  [33:  Testimony of Joe Falco, Owner, Il Porto Restaurant, before the Committee on Technology and Committee on Small Business, NYC Council, September 26, 2019, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4125914&GUID=B32720E7-3170-416F-809F-23011F88C657&Options=&Search=.] 

On the other hand, local film shoots can also disrupt the daily operations of small business owners and cause issues in local neighborhoods. In an interview with CBS New York, Joe DiGangi, owner of Mario’s Meats & Deli in Queens, commented about film shoots on his block: “Deliverers can’t come, people can’t come in; we are losing business [due to filming]. More and more business every day.”[footnoteRef:34]  [34:  NY Small Businesses Say Frequent Film, TV Productions Are Cutting into Their Normally Busy Holiday Season, CBS NEW YORK, December 18, 2018, available at https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2018/12/18/ny-small-businesses-say-frequent-film-tv-productions-are-cutting-into-their-normally-busy-holiday-season/. ] 

Testimony at a subsequent November 22, 2021, joint oversight hearing of the Committee on Technology and the Committee on Small Business on Film Industry and Its Impact on Quality of Life highlighted issues related to storefronts being obstructed by production and catering trucks hired by film production companies.[footnoteRef:35] In some cases, craft services come from outside the neighborhood, and thus local businesses are not benefitting.[footnoteRef:36] George Chamoun, owner of Monty Q’s pizza restaurant at 158 Montague Street in Brooklyn, explained that productions “bring their own foods. The guys working here, they’re not eating on Montague Street, that’s number one.”[footnoteRef:37] In addition, Chamoun and other business owners have noted that film crews cause street parking issues and have lamented that “the customers pull up, [and] there’s no place to park.”[footnoteRef:38] Furthermore, small businesses are responsible for cleaning up after film production companies, when the companies fail to do so themselves, in order to maintain the cleanliness of the neighborhood and avoid penalties.[footnoteRef:39] One business owner from Middle Village testified that his business loses an average of $5,000 per day in revenue on the day of a film shooting.[footnoteRef:40] [35:  Transcript of November 22, 2021 New York City Council Hearing on Film Industry and its Impact on Quality of Life, p. 115- 130, file:///C:/Users/ibyhovsky/Downloads/Hearing%20Transcript%20(7).pdf.]  [36:  Lights, Camera, Annoyance: Why NYC Is the New Hollywood and Not Everyone’s Happy About it, 8SQFT, October 27, 2004, available at https://www.6sqft.com/lights-camera-annoyance-why-nyc-is-the-new-hollywood-and-not-everyones-happy-about-it/. ]  [37:  Film Crews Flood Brooklyn Heights Once Again, And Local Merchants Say Business Is Hurting, BROOKLYN EAGLE, May 10, 2018, available at https://brooklyneagle.com/articles/2018/05/10/film-crews-flood-brooklyn-heights-once-again-and-local-merchants-say-business-is-hurting/.]  [38:  Id.]  [39:  Transcript of November 22, 2021 New York City Council Hearing on Film Industry and its Impact on Quality of Life, p. 115- 130, file:///C:/Users/ibyhovsky/Downloads/Hearing%20Transcript%20(7).pdf.]  [40:  Id.] 

Testimony from the 2019 and 2021 joint hearings reflects the other side of film industry expansion—that is, the logistical burdens and financial losses that film shoots can mean for small business owners in NYC. 
b. Expanding Diversity in the Art and Cultural Community
While research highlights a lack of diversity in the film industry—including for women, people of color, LGBTQIA+ individuals, and people with disabilities, among other groups[footnoteRef:41]—one positive consequence of industry expansion is an opportunity to address this issue.  [41:  Stacy Smith, Marc Choueiti and Katherine Pieper, Inclusion or Invisibility: Comprehensive Annenberg Report on Diversity in Entertainment (Feb 22, 2016), available at https://annenberg.usc.edu/sites/default/files/2017/04/07/MDSCI_CARD_Report_FINAL_Exec_Summary.pdf.] 

At the state level, NYS is home to the first-in-the-nation New York Entertainment Workforce Diversity Grant Program.[footnoteRef:42] Launched in 2021, it provides financial assistance in the form of grants for job creation and training programs that support efforts to recruit, hire, promote, retain, develop, and train a diverse and inclusive workforce for the film and television production and post-production industries in New York.[footnoteRef:43] When Governor Hochul passed a three-year extension of the Film Tax Credit program in April 2022, it included a new requirement for productions to create and implement plans to ensure their productions represent the diversity of NYS, starting in 2023.[footnoteRef:44] Additionally, the Film & TV Diverse Suppliers Directory was created to increase diversity in the State’s entertainment industry by connecting productions with quality vendors and helping local businesses reap the benefits of working with a growing industry.[footnoteRef:45] [42:  New York State, Empire State Development, The New York Entertainment Workforce Diversity Grant Program, available at https://esd.ny.gov/new-york-entertainment-workforce-diversity-grant-program.]  [43:  Id.]  [44:  Id.]  [45:  Motion Picture Association, Empire State Development Hosts Sixth New York State Multicultural Creativity Summit to Encourage Broader Diversity and Inclusion Within the State’s Entertainment Industry (Oct. 25, 2022), available at https://www.motionpictures.org/press/empire-state-development-hosts-sixth-new-york-state-multicultural-creativity-summit-to-encourage-broader-diversity-and-inclusion-within-the-states-entertainment-industry/.] 

At the local level—and at least since the development of CreateNYC, the City’s comprehensive 10-year cultural plan for the City’s art and cultural sector, launched in 2017—the importance of developing and supporting NYC’s diverse art and cultural workforce has been officially recognized.[footnoteRef:46] One of the original strategies in CreateNYC, under the plan’s category of Equity and Inclusion, was to “begin new efforts to support the professional development and career advancement of cultural workers from underrepresented groups,”[footnoteRef:47] with a similar strategy appearing under the category of Social and Economic Impact.[footnoteRef:48] Another one of the original strategies in CreateNYC, also under the plan’s category of Equity and Inclusion, was to “partner with City agencies and the cultural sector to better communicate cultural offerings across socio-economic, accessibility, and language barriers.”[footnoteRef:49] MOME was identified as one of those City agencies.[footnoteRef:50] [46:  CreateNYC—A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers at https://createnyc.cityofnewyork.us/the-cultural-plan/main/. (hereinafter “CreateNYC”).]  [47:  CreateNYC, Equity and Inclusion at https://createnyc.cityofnewyork.us/the-cultural-plan/issue-areas/eq/.]  [48: CreateNYC, Social and Economic Impact at https://createnyc.cityofnewyork.us/the-cultural-plan/issue-areas/se/.]  [49:  CreateNYC, Equity and Inclusion, supra.]  [50:  To date, there do not seem to be dedicated MOME initiatives earmarked for other populations within the diverse community of artists who live and work in NYC—for example, BIPOC artists—and are interested in the film and television industries. CreateNYC, Equity and Inclusion, supra.] 

When CreateNYC was translated into DCLA’s Action Plan in 2019, those original strategies became a part of Objective 1, Strategy B (“Increase funding for individual artists, especially those from underrepresented communities”) and Objective 1, Strategy D (“Improve cultural access for historically marginalized groups of artists, audience, and cultural workers”).[footnoteRef:51] One of the underrepresented communities referenced in Strategy B was supported in Fiscal Years 2018 through 2020 by launching and paying out the majority of MOME’s $5 million Women’s Film, TV and Theatre Fund (administered by the New York Foundation for the Arts) to support film and theater projects led by artists identifying as women or coming from a female perspective.[footnoteRef:52]  [51:  DCLA, The Action Plan at https://createnyc.cityofnewyork.us/the-action-plan/.]  [52: Id.] 

III. CONCLUSION
At this hearing, the Committees will seek to understand further how the film and television industry is expanding in NYC and what impact this expansion is having on the City’s economy and cultural community. The Committees will also look at the role that this industry plays in the City’s culture and the ways in which the Council can help support positive growth, including efforts to promote more diversity in the industry. The Committees look forward to testimony on these issues from industry members, members of the art and cultural community, and other advocates.

Res. No. 

Resolution recognizing the month of Ramadan annually in the City of New York and celebrating the significant role of Muslims in the multicultural fabric of New York City communities 

By Council Members Williams, Farías. Krishnan, and Hanif
Whereas, Islam is one of the world’s major religions and an important part of faith traditions in the United States (U.S.); and 
Whereas, Ramadan is the ninth month in the Islamic lunar calendar, as determined by physical sightings of the new moon and astronomical calculations, and varies in its exact dates from year to year; and
Whereas, Ramadan is observed by over 1.8 billion Muslims worldwide as a time for spiritual renewal, reflection, worship, devotion to God, self-control, charity, and doing good deeds; and 
Whereas, Fasting is one of the pillars, or religious obligations, of Islam and is central to the observance of Ramadan as a way of developing sympathy for the less fortunate and of learning thankfulness and appreciation for what God has given; and 
Whereas, Fasting is observed during daylight hours during Ramadan, with Muslims usually having a pre-fast meal (“suhoor”) before dawn and a post-fast meal (“iftar”) after sunset; and 
Whereas, Typically the 27th night of Ramadan, known as the Night of Power (“Lailat ul-Qadr”), commemorates the night on which the first verses of the Qur’an were revealed to the Prophet Muhammad; and
Whereas, Muslims spend time during Ramadan reading the Qur’an and listening to its recitation at mosques around the world and throughout all five boroughs of New York City (NYC); and
Whereas, The month of Ramadan ends with the celebration of Eid al-Fitr, a festival at which Muslims say to each other, “Eid Mubarak” (“a blessed Eid”); and 
Whereas, U.S. President Joseph R. Biden, Jr., issued a statement marking the observation of Ramadan on April 12, 2021, saying that “Muslim Americans have enriched our country since our founding” and that they “are as diverse and vibrant as the America they have helped build”; and 
Whereas, President Biden subsequently issued a statement marking the observation of Ramadan on April 1, 2022, saying, “During this holy month, as Muslims everywhere honor God’s great mercy, let us also renew our shared commitment to show kindness, mercy, and understanding to one another”; and 
Whereas, Muslims have been part of the multicultural fabric in the U.S. since first arriving 400 years ago as slaves; and 
Whereas, According to World Population Review in 2023, Islam is the third-largest religion in the U.S., after Christianity and Judaism; and
Whereas, According to World Population Review in 2023, American Muslims are one of the most racially and ethnically diverse U.S. religious groups—about 25 percent Black, 24 percent white, 18 percent Asian, 18 percent Arab, 7 percent mixed race, and 5 percent Hispanic; and 
Whereas, According to 2016 data from Muslims for American Progress, a project of the Institute for Social Policy and Understanding, more than 765,000 Muslims make up about 9 percent of NYC residents and own more than 95,000 business in NYC; and 
Whereas, The NYC Department of Education has recognized both Eid al-Fitr (Festival of the Breaking of the Fast) and Eid al-Adha (Festival of the Sacrifice), two major Muslim holidays celebrated for the past 1,400 years, as official school holidays since 2015; and
Whereas, American Muslims and Muslim immigrants have enriched the multiethnic, multiracial, and multilingual landscape of NYC; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York recognizes the month of Ramadan annually in the City of New York and celebrates the significant role of Muslims in the multicultural fabric of New York City communities. 


LS #12029, #12039, #12128, and #12183
2/15/2023
RHP


1


2


image1.png




oleObject1.bin
[image: image1.png]






