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INTRODUCTION 
	On August 15, 2024, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, chaired by Majority Whip Selvena N. Brooks-Powers, conducted a vote on Int. No. 745-A, sponsored by Majority Leader Amanda Farías, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to provide information about bicycle and other micromobility device activity. A previous version of this bill was heard at a June 25, 2024 hearing on Intersections, Sidewalks and Pedestrian Safety. Those who testified at this hearing included representatives from the New York City (NYC or City) Department of Transportation (DOT), a representative from the NYC Police Department (NYPD), transit advocates, street safety advocates, and others. 
On August 15, 2024, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure passed Int. No. 745-A by a vote of six in the affirmative, zero in the negative, with zero abstentions. 

BACKGROUND
Department of Transportation
DOT’s goal is to provide for safe, efficient, and environmentally responsible movement of people and goods in NYC.[footnoteRef:2] DOT works to improve traffic mobility throughout NYC; maintain the City’s infrastructure; encourage the use of mass transit and other modes of transportation other than private vehicles; and provide traffic safety educational programs.[footnoteRef:3] With an annual operating budget of $1.4 billion and a 10-year $33 billion capital program, DOT manages 6,300 miles of streets and highways, over 12,000 miles of sidewalk, and approximately 800 bridges and tunnels.[footnoteRef:4] DOT’s staff also installs and maintains nearly 1 million street signs, 13,250 signalized intersections, over 315,000 street lights, over 350 million linear feet of markings, and 2,600 automated enforcement cameras.[footnoteRef:5]  [2:  NYC Department of Transportation (DOT), About DOT, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/about.shtml]  [3:  Id. ]  [4:  Id. ]  [5:  Id. ] 

Street Safety and Vision Zero 
Since 2014, NYC has instituted Vision Zero, a citywide initiative that seeks to improve the safety of its streets throughout every neighborhood and in every borough.[footnoteRef:6] First launched under former Mayor Bill de Blasio, the initiative includes: expanded enforcement against dangerous moving violations, such as speeding and failing to yield to pedestrians; new street designs and configurations; broad public outreach and communication; and legislation to increase penalties for dangerous drivers.[footnoteRef:7] Vision Zero rests on the belief that deaths and serious injuries in traffic incidents are not inevitable “accidents,” but preventable crashes that can be reduced through engineering, enforcement, and education.[footnoteRef:8] Traffic fatalities in NYC have fallen significantly since 1990, from 701 in 1990 to 381 in 2000 to an all-time low of 202 in 2018, with traffic deaths in NYC having fallen by a third when comparing 2018 with the year before Vision Zero began.[footnoteRef:9]  [6:  NYC, Vision Zero, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/content/visionzero/pages/]  [7:  Id.  ]  [8:  Id. ]  [9:  NYC DOT & NYPD, Vision Zero Accomplishments 2018, at 4, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/vz-accomplishments-core-outputs-2018.pdf ] 

	Although the data through 2018 is encouraging, the citywide initiative has received a number of criticisms mainly due to the rapid increase in deaths occurring on City streets over the last several years. Notably, for a nearly 2-month period during the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic in 2020, there were zero pedestrian fatalities in NYC, largely attributed to the lack of congestion and lack of commuters in the City at that time.[footnoteRef:10] However, in January 2021, the New York Times indicated that the total number of traffic fatalities in 2020 made it the deadliest year on record since former Mayor de Blasio introduced Vision Zero, and the second straight year of increased road fatalities.[footnoteRef:11]  [10:  Jake Offenhartz, Vision Zero Sputter as NYC Traffic Deaths Reach Highest Level of De Blasio Era, Gothamist, October 23, 2020, available at https://gothamist.com/news/vision-zero-sputters-nyc-traffic-deaths-reach-highest-level-de-blasio-era]  [11:  Christina Goldbaum, Why Emptier Streets Meant an Especially Deadly Year for Traffic Deaths, New York Times January 1, 2021, available at https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/01/nyregion/nyc-traffic-deaths.html] 

In 2021, these trends continued, with 275 people killed due to traffic violence in the City, representing about a 33% increase from 2018.[footnoteRef:12] There were a reported 93 hit-and-runs with critical injuries in 2021, twice as many as there had been in 2018.[footnoteRef:13] Furthermore, the share of pedestrian fatalities caused by drivers of SUVs during Mayor de Blasio’s second term as mayor, which concluded in 2021, was up 42% compared to his first term.[footnoteRef:14] [12:  NYC, Vision Zero View, available at https://vzv.nyc/  ]  [13:  Transportation Alternatives, Last year was the deadliest under Vision Zero. Here’s how Mayor Adams can save lives in 2022, January 26, 2022, available at https://www.transalt.org/writing/last-year-was-the-deadliest-under-vision-zero-heres-how-mayor-adams-can-save-lives-in-2022]  [14:  Id. ] 

In 2022, the number of traffic fatalities in the City was 263.[footnoteRef:15] DOT Commissioner Ydanis Rodriguez announced that in 2022, the City experienced an overall decline of about 6% in traffic fatalities from 2021, and the first decline in annual fatalities since 2019.[footnoteRef:16] 2022 was one of the years with the fewest annual pedestrian deaths ever recorded in the City;[footnoteRef:17] however, 2022 also marked the deadliest year since 2014 for child fatalities, with 16 children killed in traffic collisions.[footnoteRef:18]  [15:  NYC, Vision Zero View, available at: https://vzv.nyc/  ]  [16:  NYC DOT, Press Release, Vision Zero: NYC Traffic Fatalities Dropped in 2022 For First Time in Three Years, Pedestrian Deaths Near Record Lows, January 6, 2023, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2023/vision-zero-fatalities-dropped-2022.shtml]  [17:  Id.   ]  [18:  Ben Brachfield, 2022 was deadliest year for children on city streets in Vision Zero era: report, AMNY, January 23, 2023, available at https://www.amny.com/transit/record-children-killed-traffic-collisions-2022-nyc-streets/  ] 

Last year, in 2023, there were 265 traffic fatalities, an increase of 2 people when compared to the year prior.[footnoteRef:19] Additionally, 2023 saw a record number of cyclist fatalities in the Vision Zero era.[footnoteRef:20] [19:  NYC, Vision Zero View, available at https://vzv.nyc/  ]  [20:  Transportation Alternatives, New York City Experiences Deadliest First Quarter in Vision Zero History, New Data from Transportation Alternatives and Families for Safe Streets Shows, April 25, 2024, available at https://transalt.org/press-releases/new-york-city-experiences-deadliest-first-quarter-in-vision-zero-history-new-data-from-transportation-alternatives-and-families-for-safe-streets-shows#:~:text=This%20data%20comes%20after%202023,the%20onset%20of%20Vision%20Zero ] 

During the first half of 2024, traffic crashes killed 127 people, which is the highest number of people killed in the first 6 months of any year since Vision Zero was implemented in 2014, putting it on pace to be the deadliest year for traffic violence since Vision Zero was implemented if the trend continues.[footnoteRef:21] Some advocates note that lack of safety infrastructure could be one major reason for this increase.[footnoteRef:22] In fact, 92% of intersections where pedestrians were killed lacked daylighting measures, and 100% lacked physical daylighting measures to stop drivers from parking to the edge of crosswalks.[footnoteRef:23] Moreover, 83% of cyclists were killed on streets without protected bicycle infrastructure and 66% were killed on streets without any bicycle infrastructure of any kind.[footnoteRef:24] In addition, there were 51 motorist fatalities in the first 6 months of 2024, which is 21% greater than the annual average since the beginning of Vision Zero in 2014.[footnoteRef:25]  [21:  Transportation Alternatives, New York City Experiences Deadliest First Six Months in Vision Zero History, New Analysis from Transportation Alternatives and Families for Safe Streets Shows, July 23, 2024, available at https://transalt.org/press-releases/new-york-city-experiences-deadliest-first-six-months-in-vision-zero-history-new-analysis-from-transportation-alternatives-and-families-for-safe-streets-shows ]  [22:  Id. ]  [23:  Id.]  [24:  Id.]  [25:  Id.] 




Street Infrastructure  
	DOT is responsible for thousands of miles of streets and roadways, and conducts regular inspections to assess pavement conditions.[footnoteRef:26] Furthermore, DOT is responsible for the implementation of street improvement projects, which add to the safety and accessibility of streets, including: [26:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure-Street and Roadway Construction, available at  https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/construction.shtml ] 

· Street Construction, which includes pothole repair, milling and repaving, and full reconstruction of streets;[footnoteRef:27]  [27:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/infrastructure.shtml ] 

· Capital Street Projects, which often include full reconstruction of the sewer pipes, the roadbed and sidewalks; [footnoteRef:28] [28:  Id. ] 

· Resiliency projects, which includes addressing threats from storm surge and extreme heat;[footnoteRef:29]  [29:  Id.] 

· Sidewalk repair and maintenance, which is used to ensure sidewalks are safe for pedestrians and helps prevent injuries caused by defective sidewalks;[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Id.] 

· Traffic Signals and Street Signs, which are used to ensure less congestion and more safety for all road users;[footnoteRef:31] and  [31:  Id.] 

· Street Lights, which provide lighting for road users.[footnoteRef:32]	 [32:  Id. ] 



Cycling in the City 
Cycling in NYC has rapidly expanded and improved since 1980, when the City first began collecting cycling ridership data.[footnoteRef:33] This growth is, in part, due to a greater investment in cycling infrastructure by the City, enabling bike riding to become a viable form of transportation for both commuting and recreation.[footnoteRef:34] Between 2012 and 2022, the number of daily cyclists in the City increased by 94%.[footnoteRef:35] In 2022, there were approximately 610,000 cycling trips made on an average day in NYC.[footnoteRef:36] In Fiscal Year 2022, approximately 888,000 adult New Yorkers regularly rode a bicycle.[footnoteRef:37]  [33:  NYC DOT, Cycling in the City, Cycling Trends in NYC, September 2021, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/cycling-in-the-city-2021.pdf]  [34:  Id. ]  [35:  Id. ]  [36:  Id. ]  [37:  NYC, DOT Fiscal 2023 Preliminary Mayor’s Management Report, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/pmmr2023/dot.pdf ] 

Along with greater investment in and commitment to cycling infrastructure, including the installation of over 1,500 miles of bike lanes and more than 650 miles of protected bike lanes (as of 2023)[footnoteRef:38], the introduction of bike sharing in the City has likely contributed to the expansion of cycling ridership. Introduced as Citi Bike in 2013, bike sharing in NYC has grown in popularity, to 127,485 annual members as of June 2024.[footnoteRef:39] According to DOT’s latest Cycling in the City report, “[Citi Bike] makes it more convenient for New Yorkers—even those who don’t own a bicycle—to make short, point-to-point trips by bicycle and has become an integral part of New York’s transportation network.”[footnoteRef:40] As of the end of June 2024, there were 2,078 active Citi Bike stations and 34,358 bikes in the fleet.[footnoteRef:41] [38:  NYC DOT, NYC Streets Plan Update 2024, available for download at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/nyc-streets-plan-update-2024.pdf ]  [39:  Citi Bike, Citi Bike June 2024 Monthly Report, available at https://mot-marketing-whitelabel-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/nyc/June-2024-Citi-Bike-Monthly-Report.pdf ]  [40:  NYC DOT, Cycling in the City, Cycling Trends in NYC, September 2021, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/cycling-in-the-city-2021.pdf]  [41:  Citi Bike, Citi Bike June 2024 Monthly Report, available at https://mot-marketing-whitelabel-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/nyc/June-2024-Citi-Bike-Monthly-Report.pdf] 

DOT has reported on the growth of cycling in the City in its Cycling in the City Reports, published in 2013, and 2016 through 2021.[footnoteRef:42] It has not published a Cycling in the City Report since 2021, and its Cycling in the City website contains cycling data only through 2022.[footnoteRef:43]  [42:  NYC DOT, Cycling in the City, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/bicyclists/cyclinginthecity.shtml]  [43:  Id.] 


LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Below is a brief summary of the legislation being considered today by this Committee. This summary is intended for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more detailed information, review the full text of the bill, which is included below.

Int. No. 745-A, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to provide information about bicycle and other micromobility device activity 
This bill would require the Department of Transportation (DOT) to publish on its website information about current bicycle and micromobility ridership activity in the City, including data from automated counters and other relevant sources. DOT would be required to update the website monthly when available, and at least annually. DOT would also be required to include a description of its projects to enhance the safety and movement of bicycles and other micromobility devices on the streets and bridges under its jurisdiction, and to study bicycle use data, crash data, and other data to determine such projects. 
This bill would take effect 30 days after it becomes law.

UPDATE
On August 15, 2024, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure passed Int. No. 745-A by a vote of six in the affirmative, zero in the negative, with zero abstentions. 
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Int. No. 745-A
 
By Council Members Farías, Brooks-Powers, Restler, Hudson, Schulman, Won and Rivera

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to provide information about bicycle and other micromobility device activity
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-187 to read as follows:
§ 19-187 Information on bicycle and other micromobility device activity. a. Definitions. As used in this section, the term “micromobility device” means a device intended for personal transportation within the city of New York that is not a motor vehicle, as such term is defined in section 125 of the vehicle and traffic law. The term “micromobility device” includes, but is not limited to, bicycles, electric bicycles, scooters, and electric scooters.
b. Webpage. 1. No later than February 1, 2025, the department shall publish a page on its website providing information about current bicycle and other micromobility device ridership as well as historical trends relating to such ridership. The department shall include on such page data from automated counters as well as data from other relevant sources. The department shall update such page monthly if updated data is available, or within a reasonable amount of time after such data is available, and shall update such page no less frequently than annually. 
2. The department shall include, or provide a link on such page to, a description of any projects of the department to enhance the safety and movement of bicycles and other micromobility devices on the streets and bridges under the jurisdiction of the department. The department shall study and consider bicycle crash data, bicycle use data, and any other data the department deems relevant and appropriate to determine the projects described on such page, and shall explain how such projects respond to the needs of users of bicycles and other micromobility devices. The department shall include such project descriptions as part of the update required to be submitted by paragraph 2 of subdivision d of section 19-199.1.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 30 days after it becomes law. 
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