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Res. No. 518: 
By The Speaker (Council Member Miller) and Council Members Boyland, DeBlasio, Reyna, Nelson, Quinn, Recchia, Golden, Foster, Stewart, Vann, Weprin, Avella, Serrano, Lanza, Brewer, Rivera, Liu, Perkins, Barron, Clarke, Davis, Diaz, Dilan, Felder, Fidler, Gerson, Katz, Lopez, McMahon, Monserrate, Reed, Sanders, Seabrook, Sears and Oddo

Subject:
Resolution recognizing October, 2002 as Domestic Violence Awareness Month in the City of New York.

On October 23, 2002, the Committee on Women’s Issues, chaired by the Hon. Tracy Boyland, will conduct a hearing on Res. No. 518, which recognizes the month of October, 2002 as Domestic Violence Awareness Month in the City of New York. 

BACKGROUND


Domestic violence is defined as behavior that involves physical, sexual, economic or emotional abuse, either alone or in combination, by an intimate partner for the purpose of establishing and maintaining power. Domestic violence does not discriminate by age, race, ethnicity, education, employment status, physical fitness, or marital status. It affects people from all socioeconomic backgrounds. Domestic violence is about more than just physical violence; it is an attempt by the batterer to control his/her partner.  Batterers attempt to exercise such control in many ways, including but not limited to threats and physical acts of violence.  Victims of domestic violence often feel trapped, as any action they take may have immediate consequences for them and any children that may be involved.  

Victims of domestic violence who are able to safely leave their batterer face the possibility of homelessness and dislocation.  When victims of domestic violence decide to leave an abusive relationship, they often have nowhere to go.  This is particularly true for women with few economic resources. Even when a woman has been able to identify a “safe place,” the fear of exposing and endangering others to the stalking and continued harassment of her batterer is a risk that the victim must assess prior to accepting the assistance of friends or loved ones. Leaving an abusive relationship can also be difficult for the children involved, who may have to leave all they know behind.  

Domestic violence is an insidious crime that occurs in all communities and walks of life.  It is through education and awareness that we can shed the stigma attached to victims of domestic violence. By highlighting such an important issue, we can hopefully encourage victims to seek support and begin to stop the cycle of violence. In recognizing the month of October, 2002 as Domestic Violence Awareness Month in New York City, Res. No. 518 focuses attention on the continuing problem of domestic violence in the City and the need for the City and society as a whole to work to reduce the incidence of these violent crimes.

Res. No. 518

Res. No. 518 points out that according to the National Crime Victim Center (“NCVC”), it is estimated that each year six million women are assaulted by a male partner and of these, 1.8 million are severely assaulted.  In addition, Res. No. 518 indicates that organizations participating in the National Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs reported 4,048 cases of domestic violence affecting gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender individuals. 

Res. No. 518 also discusses the NCVC’s findings that domestic violence is the single greatest cause of injury to women ages 15-44 and the leading cause of death among black women under the age of 40. This organization also reports that in homes where spousal abuse occurs, children are abused at a rate 1500 percent higher than the national average. 

In addition, according to the NCVC, each year, domestic violence causes approximately 100,000 days of hospitalization, 28,700 emergency room visits and 39,900 physician visits, and that such violence costs the nation an estimated $5 to $10 billion per year. 

Res. No. 518 indicates that although the rate of violent crime in New York City has decreased, the rate of domestic violence homicides has not. The issue of domestic violence is an ongoing problem with complicated undertones deeply embedded in society. Res. No. 518 points out that fundamental changes are needed in addressing this crisis.  New Yorkers can lead the way in making elemental changes by focusing attention on this problem, by encouraging victims to seek support, and by working with all communities to reduce the incidence of domestic violence in our City. 
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