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THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

MARCEL VAN OOYEN, LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR and DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF

COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

Madeline Provenzano, Chair

September 16, 2005

INT. NO. 679:
By:  Council Members Avella, Comrie, Fidler, Gentile, Gonzalez, Koppell, McMahon, Nelson, Palma, Recchia Jr., Sanders Jr., Stewart, Arroyo, Gerson, James, Martinez, Provenzano, Seabrook and Oddo.

TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the issuance of building permits for areas where a rezoning application is pending.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Title 27 by amending section 27-191 by lettering the existing paragraph as subdivision a and adding a new subdivision b to such section.

BACKGROUND AND INTENT:
On September 16, 2005, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Madeline Provenzano, will consider Int. No. 679, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the issuance of building permits for areas where a rezoning application is pending.  This is the Committee’s first hearing on this legislative item.  The Committee expects to hear from representatives of the Department of Buildings, the City Planning Commission, property owners, preservation advocates, community leaders and other persons, with respect to this legislation.

The bill addresses the authority of the Department of Buildings (DOB) to issue certain types of permits for either (1) new building, (2) alteration, (3) foundation and earthwork, or (4) demolition and removal, within an area that is the subject of a rezoning application.  The bill specifically requires that upon the filing with the City Council of an application for rezoning by the City Planning Commission pursuant to Section 197-d of the New York City Charter (the Charter), DOB shall not issue any of the aforementioned permits, unless exigent circumstances involving safety and health exist within the area that is the subject of the rezoning application, until the completion of the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP) with regards to the rezoning application.  The term “completion” is meant to include the passage of any requisite time periods in accordance with all provisions of section 197-d of the Charter to address any potential scenarios that may occur including any modifications, disapprovals and objections that may be appropriately raised.  Following the completion of the ULURP process, DOB may issue such permits, in accordance with all applicable provisions of zoning, laws and rules, within the area that was the subject of the rezoning.  This legislation would take effect thirty days after enactment.
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