Staff:
Lyle Frank, Counsel



Nivardo Lopez, Policy Analyst



Gafar Zaaloff, Policy Analyst



Chima Obichere, Finance Analyst

[image: image1.png]



T H E  C O U N C I L


OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION

Robert Newman, Legislative Director

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

Council Member James Vacca, Chair

June 22, 2011

INT. NO. 465:                       
By Council Members Garodnick, Chin, Brewer, Cabrera, Dromm, Fidler, Greenfield, James, Lander, Mendez, Williams, Foster, Rodriguez, Gennaro, Comrie, Jackson, Van Bramer, Levin, Nelson, Koppell, Vallone, Wills, Rose, Koo and Ulrich.
TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring parking placards to have a barcode which would allow traffic enforcement agents to confirm their validity.
CHARTER:
Amends section 434 by adding a new subdivision b, and amends subdivision a of section 2903 by adding a new paragraph 19.
INTRODUCTION


On June 22, 2011, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 465, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to requiring parking placards to have a barcode which would allow traffic enforcement agents to confirm their validity.  This legislation would require that all parking placards issued by the New York City Police Department and Department of Transportation contain barcodes so traffic agents can easily confirm their validity.  Those invited include Commissioner of Transportation Janette Sadik-Khan, and various civic groups and transportation advocates.
BACKGROUND
In New York City, parking permits are issued to government employees, and other special categories, which allow the permit holder to park their vehicle at a restricted location or at a parking meter without paying. The existence of parking permits has been a long standing controversy in New York City.  In 1987, it was estimated that over 50,000 permits were in existence and at that time the city tried to reduce the number 15,000 permits.
  By 2006, the estimated number of permits had risen to over 150,000.

In 2006, Bruce Schaller, currently the Deputy Commissioner for Planning and Sustainability at the NYC Department of Transportation, released a study which found that percentage of government employees who commute by automobile was higher than their private sector counterparts, 33% to 16%.
  However, the study also found that if government employees commuted by automobile at the same rate as private sector counterpart, 19,200 fewer vehicles would enter Manhattan every day.
  Additionally, the study found that the use of permits by city employees cost the city $46 million per year.  In 2007, Transportation Alternatives published a study titled Above the Law, which surveyed 2249 parking permits, and found that 512 or 22% of permits were fraudulent.

According to the Mayor’s Office, there were exactly 144,160 parking permits in circulation in January 2008.
 This included 63,390 issued by the Department of Education (“DOE”), and 80,773 issued by all other city agencies.  Also in January 2008, Mayor Bloomberg announced that he was requiring all city agencies to reduce the amount of parking permits each agency gave to its employees by 20%.
  According to the Mayor, the reduction of parking permits would help reduce congestion, encourage city employees to use mass transit, and help eliminate permit abuse.  Furthermore, the Mayor’s plan would centralize the issuing of permits.  After March 1, 2008, the New York City Police Department now issues all permits for law enforcement personnel and DOT issues permits for all other city agencies.
By May of 2008, the Mayor’s Office announced that over 25,000 permits had been eliminated, which reduced the number of city issued permits to 54,891.
  The permits issued by DOE were scheduled to undergo a similar review during the start of the school year in September 2008.  However, despite the reduction in parking permits in 2008, there are still widespread abuses regarding parking permits.  In 2011, Transportation Alternatives released a second study on parking permit abuse titled Totally Bogus.  While the study acknowledged that the number of parking permits had decreased by 46% to 78,000, about 24% of permits on display were found to be falsified, the study estimated that as many as 10,000 to 25,000 permits being used were fraudulent.

ANALYSIS


Section 1 of Int. No. 465 would add a new subdivision c to section 434 of the Charter.   This new subdivision would add to the “powers and duties” of the Police Commissioner, the requirement to ensure that all parking placards issued by the Police Department contain bar codes to allow traffic enforcement agents confirm their validity.  
Section 2 of Int. No. 465 would amend subdivision a of section 2903 of the Charter by adding a new paragraph 19.  This new paragraph would add to the “powers and duties” of the Commissioner of Transportation the requirement to ensure that all parking placards contain bar codes to allow traffic enforcement agents confirm their validity. 
Section 3 of Int. No. 465 would provide that this local law take effect one year following its enactment, except that the Commissioner of Transportation would be required to take all necessary steps to implement the law prior to its effective date.
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..Title

 A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring parking placards to have a barcode which would allow traffic enforcement agents to confirm their validity.  
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 434 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new subdivision c to read as follows:

c. The commissioner shall require that all parking placards issued by the department have a barcode which would allow traffic enforcement agents to confirm their validity.  
§2.  Subdivision a of section 2903 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new paragraph 19  to read as follows:  

 (19) require that all parking placards issued by the department have a barcode which would allow traffic enforcement agents to confirm their validity.  


§3. This local law shall take effect one year after its enactment into law; provided, however, that the commissioner of transportation shall take any necessary actions to implement this law, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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