New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0598-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Hudson. Bottcher, Ossé, Schulman, Cabán, and Carr

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of health and mental hygiene to conduct monkeypox education and prevention efforts and establish an infectious disease vaccine scheduling portal.

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
In 2022, the Office of the Mayor declared a local state of emergency in response to the mpox outbreak, which saw 3,821 New Yorkers testing positive for the contagious disease. While the peak of the emergency has waned, hundreds of New Yorkers still test positive for the disease annually, with nearly 400 people testing positive for mpox in 2025 according to the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. 

This bill will create a plan to prevent the spread of mpox through an assessment of current efforts to contain the virus, necessary next steps to further minimize spread, and requesting information about how the virus is transmitted and prevented through vaccines and other treatment options. Demographic data will also be collected on those receiving the mpox vaccine to better inform future efforts. This bill will also create literature about mpox to be distributed widely to those who may be impacted.

The bill also creates an online infection disease vaccine scheduling portal that individuals can use to schedule vaccine appointments based on available times and locations across the city at cooperating providers. The portal will also implement necessary privacy measures to protect individuals. The portal will make it easier for New Yorkers to access important vaccines that prevent spread of infectious disease. 

Though the City has made advances in mpox awareness and education, this bill ensures mpox remains a priority for future administrations and provides an equitable response to all communities.
