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TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the replacement of stop signs.

 
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subchapter one of chapter one of title 19 by adding a new section 19-128

INTRODUCTION

On June 22, 2006, the Committees on Transportation, chaired by Council Members John C. Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 12.  Int. No. 12 would amend Subchapter one of Chapter one of Title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of  New York by adding a new Section 19-128,  requiring the DOT to maintain a record of 

notices of stop signs that  are missing or damaged, to the extent that a stop sign is not 

visible to the motorist who must obey the sign.   DOT would also be required to replace 

or repair such stop signs within  forty-eight hours of receiving the notice or make a 

determination that replacement or repair is not required.

BACKGROUND

The purpose of traffic control devices, which include signs, signals, and pavement markings, is to promote highway safety and uniformity so that traffic can move safely and efficiently on streets and highways throughout the nation.  Traffic control devices can help ensure that fewer  pedestrians and drivers will be killed or injured by regulating the flow of traffic in a busy neighborhood and alert drivers and pedestrians as to who has the right of way.

The federal highway administration (FHWA) publishes the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), which contains all national design, application, and placement standards for traffic control devices. The MUTCD is adopted in accordance with Title 23 of the United States code, Section 109(d) and Title 23 of the Code of Federal Regulations, part 655.603, and is also approved as the national standard for designing, applying, and planning traffic control devices   

While the FHWA adopts the standards, the individual state and local highway agencies nationwide select, install, operate, and maintain traffic control devices on all roadways (including the interstate and the U.S. numbered systems), complying with the MUTCD standards for all traffic control devices without exception.  The City’s Department of Transportation (DOT) accepts letters of request and provides an online form from people who believe the conditions at an intersection meet the requirements set in the MUTCD for a traffic control device.  DOT refers the request to its Traffic Engineering Unit for the respective borough, which in turn makes a preliminary study of the street corner in question, including traffic and pedestrian volumes, vehicular speeds, accident history and sign spacing.  The Traffic Engineering Unit conducts a field investigation to observe traffic on the street corner at various times and on different days of the week, over approximately six weeks, to determine whether conditions at the intersection meet the federal standards for traffic lights and signals set out in the MUTCD.   After an analysis, the department may approve the request, in which case DOT will schedule an installation to occur within three or four months.

At present, when a stop sign is damaged or missing, it can take sometimes well over two weeks for DOT to repair or replace the sign.  This lengthy response time creates an extremely hazardous condition at those intersections where a sign has been damaged  and is completely missing, or is still present but not visible to passing motorists.   Very serious accidents can occur where these types of situations exist.  Not only is there an increased risk of physical danger to motorists and pedestrians, but the potential for liability to the City grows if there is a failure to repair a damaged sign.
ANALYSIS

Int. No. 12 would amend Subchapter one of Chapter one of Title 19 by adding a new Section 19-128  entitled ..Title

..Body

“Damaged or missing stop signs.”  Subdivision  (a) of Section 19-128 would require the Department of Transportation (DOT) to maintain a record of notices of stop signs that are missing or damaged to the extent that a stop sign is not visible to the motorist who must obey the sign.  The data compiled for the records would include the date any such notice was received, the name or other identifying information of the person providing such notice and the date on which the stop sign was repaired or replaced.  DOT would also be required to provide for the record any determination made that replacement or repair was not warranted.

Subdivision (b) of Section 19-128 would require DOT to replace or repair stop signs within  forty-eight hours of receiving the notice or make a determination that replacement or repair is not required.  For those instances where a determination is made not to repair or replace a stop sign, DOT would be required to immediately notify the complainant in writing of that determination.

Section 2 of Int. No 12 would require the local law to take effect ninety days after it is enacted into law.
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