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TITLE:
AN ACT authorizing the city of New York to discontinue the use as  parkland a portion of real property in the borough of the Bronx and to use such  property, as well as property under the jurisdiction of the city          of New York department of transportation, for expansion  and  improvement of the Gun  Hill Road subway station, in and around the intersection of White Plains Road and Gun Hill Road in exchange for the dedication  of certain other land in the borough of the Bronx for park purposes
BACKGROUND:

According to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support (“MIS”), this legislation would authorize the City of New York to alienate certain park property in the Borough of the Bronx to the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) and the MTA New York City Transit (NYCT) for purposes of constructing and operating a subway and intermodal transfer station, along with station, parkland, traffic and streetscape improvements associated With the Gun Hill Road Station Rehabilitation Project. According to the MIS, the park in question, Williamsbridge Square, is located adjacent to the intersection of Gun Hill Road and White Plains Road, and is owned by the City of New York and maintained by the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR).


The MIS indicates that the Gun Hill Road Station Rehabilitation Project is part of a larger project to rebuild and upgrade several stations on the NYCT White Plains Road Subway Line. The Gun Hill Road Station serves the #2 and #5 trains and the surrounding area is a stop or terminal for five different local bus routes. The MIS indicates that the Gun Hill Road Station Rehabilitation Project will replace the existing substandard station with a larger, modern, ADA compliant station and pedestrian plaza, create additional space for the convenient transfer between buses and the subway, improve traffic flow with separate bus lanes and a new turn-around for buses and, the MIS points out, will provide additional and upgraded parkland.  The MIS indicates that NYCT will also renovate existing DPR buildings and facilities and provide new traffic signage and signals on behalf of the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT). According to the MIS, the Project will reduce both pedestrian and vehicular congestion, increasing station accessibility and realigning some existing traffic patterns and lanes. The MIS states that in order to construct and operate the project, MTA/NYCT must acquire City parkland, dedicate some parkland to DOT streets, and reallocate certain MTA and DOT properties to DPR.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

Section one of the legislation would authorize the discontinued use of certain parklands, described in section three of the legislation, and transfer such real property to the MTA.  In addition, this section would authorize the discontinued use of certain parklands, described in section four of the legislation, and transfer such real property to the DOT for use as streets in connection with the Gun Hill Road Station Rehabilitation Project.  Section two of the legislation would mandate that upon the alienation of the parkland in sections three and four of the legislation, the property described in section five of the legislation would be dedicated by the City solely for public park purposes.  If the fair market value of the property in section five is not equal to or greater to the property in sections three and four, than the City would be mandated to dedicate the difference between the fair market value to be alienated and the fair market value of the land to be dedicated as parkland for the acquisition of additional parklands and/or for capital improvements to existing park and recreational facilities.

Section three of the legislation would describe the lands designated to be discontinued as parkland and transferred to the MTA.  Section four would describe lands designated to be discontinued as parkland and dedicated to be used as streets by DOT.  Section five would describe the lands to be dedicated as parkland.
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Finance Division Fiscal Impact Statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

Section six of the proposed legislation would provide that this legislation would take effect immediately.
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