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PROPOSED INT. NO. 781-A:
By Council Members Martinez, Comrie, Mealy, Nelson, Seabrook, Stewart, Weprin and Gerson 

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to mandating that the commissioner of the fire department promulgate rules requiring certain building owners to place  photoluminescent apartment numbers on apartment doors.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:          Amends chapter four of title twenty-nine by adding 

a new section FC 408.9.5.
I.  
INTRODUCTION

The Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services, chaired by Council Member Miguel Martinez will hold a hearing on October 20, 2008 on Proposed Int. No. 781-A, which amends the administrative code of the city of New York by mandating that the New York City Fire Commissioner (“Fire Commissioner”) promulgate rules requiring certain building owners to place photoluminescent apartment numbers on apartment doors.
II.        BACKGROUND

Proposed Int. No. 781-A

Proposed Int. No. 781-A would amend the administrative code by requiring the Fire Commissioner to promulgate rules establishing standards and requirements for the placement in the lower quadrant of every apartment door, of photoluminescent, fire resistant decals which indicate the apartment number. Such placement would be the responsibility of owners of high rise buildings seventy five feet or more in height that are classified in Group R-2 in accordance with Building Code (“BC”) Section 310.1.2. 
Pursuant to section BC 310.1.2, Group R-2 include buildings or portions thereof containing sleeping units or more than two dwelling units that are occupied, as a rule, for shelter and sleeping accommodation on a long-term basis for a month or more at a time. 
Group R-2 also includes, but is not limited to, the following: 
(i) Adult homes or enriched housing with 16 or fewer occupants requiring supervised care on a 24-hour basis in the same building, provided that the number of occupants per dwelling unit does not exceed the definition of a family, (ii) Apartment houses, (iii) Apartment hotels (nontransient), (iv) Class A multiple dwellings as defined in Section 27-2004 of the New York City Housing Maintenance Code and Section 4 of the New York State Multiple Dwelling Law, which includes: (a) dwelling units where the resident of the unit provides custodial care to no more than four persons on less than a 24-hour basis and not overnight. (b) dwelling units where the resident of the unit provides child custodial care as a family day care home registered with the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene in accordance with the New York State Social Services Law with no more than six children between the ages of 2 and 13, or with no more than five children if any are under the age of 2, receiving supervised care on less than a 24-hour basis and not overnight. 
Prior Local Laws

The New York City Council (“the Council”) has previously adopted local laws to address non-sequential and non-standard floor numbering and to require photoluminescent exit path marking in certain high-rise buildings to assist building occupants in and firefighters responding to emergencies in those buildings. 

Specifically, on June 7, 2004 the Council passed Local Law 26 of 2004, which in part required new and existing high-rise office buildings and buildings in occupancy group E to install photoluminescent markings on exit doors and in exit stairs beginning July 1, 2006.

On May 30, 2007, the Council passed Local Law 26 of 2007, which required the Fire Commissioner to promulgate rules for the electronic filing of floor numbering lists with the fire department by owners of buildings and spaces classified in occupancy group J-2 (three or more dwelling units that are primarily occupied for the shelter and sleeping accommodation of individuals on a month-to-month or longer-term basis) that were one hundred fifty feet or more in height.  

On June 27, 2007 the Council passed Local Law 33 of 2007, which in part required all high-rise buildings, with the exception of exit paths servicing Group R-2 buildings, to have photoluminescent exit path markings. 

III.
INTENT
Proposed Int. No. 781-A seeks to expand upon those local laws to benefit residents in and firefighters responding to high-rise apartment buildings, as detailed above, in the event of a fire emergency. 
New York City Fire Department Firefighting Procedures establish guidelines for the use of elevators in multiple dwelling fires.
 Section 6.1.3 of those procedures indicates that elevators equipped with fireman service shall be operated as per Training Bulletin Emergencies 1, Elevator Operations. This section also indicates that personnel shall exit the elevator at least two floors below the fire and survey the hallway, apartment, and stair layout. Finally, the section establishes that stairs are be used when the fire is on the seventh floor or below. 
Representatives of the Uniformed Fire Officers Association of the City of New York (“UFOA”) have indicated to the Committee that there are instances when the layout on the fire floor and apartment door numbering/lettering scheme is different than the layout firefighters take note of as they exit the elevator below the fire. UFOA reps also indicate that when entering a fire area, firefighters must crawl on their hands and knees to reduce the adverse effects of the high temperatures generated by the fire. The ability to read an apartment door number can be vitally important in providing firefighters with a visual cue to orient them and in rescuing or aiding building occupants or fellow firefighters. In order to assist firefighters in these types of situations and conditions the UFOA recommended that legislation be crafted and considered that required photoluminescent decals on apartment doors in high rise buildings that would be more visible both because of their position on the door and because of their luminescent qualities. 
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..Title 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to mandating that the commissioner of the fire department promulgate rules requiring certain building owners to place photoluminescent apartment numbers on apartment doors.

..Body
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. The fire code of the city of New York is amended to add a new section 408.9.5 to read as follows:
408.9.5 Photoluminescent fire resistant decals. The commissioner shall promulgate rules establishing standards and requirements for photoluminescent, fire resistant decals to be placed in the lower quadrant of apartment doors by owners of buildings and spaces classified in Group R-2 occupancies in accordance with the section 310.1.2 of the building code that are seventy five feet or more in height. Such photoluminescent, fire resistant decals shall clearly indicate the number of each apartment and be at least four inches wide and five inches high.

§2. This local law shall take effect 120 days after its enactment into law.
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� Firefighting Procedures Volume 1, Book 1, Section 6.1.3 Elevators, October, 2000.
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