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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

          3  Seabrook, would you like to say a few words and call

          4  up our honorees?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

          6  very much, Mr. Speaker.

          7                 This is a very important occasion for

          8  us and for the City of New York. For many years

          9  there have been those who have led a life of a

         10  legacy and a legacy that has been passed on that

         11  these are not just basketball players, but these are

         12  men and women who made the game and created such a

         13  personality that inspired all of us. And, so, we

         14  wanted to do something special for these special

         15  people that gave so much to this City, that made us

         16  very proud. And, so, Albert Vann, myself and the

         17  Speaker felt it was important that the City Council

         18  recognize these individuals who have done so much,

         19  so we want to thank you, Mr. Speaker, for actually

         20  spearheading this with us, and we'd also like to

         21  thank these legends for participating here today

         22  because you have truly be legends and in most cases

         23  inspirations to me and motivators to me, and I

         24  certainly appreciate it. We're going to call them up

         25  and let Mr. Vann speak.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I guess I must

          3  be a legend, too, because I know all these guys and

          4  gals.

          5                 Let me say, these brothers and in

          6  some cases sisters were outstanding ball players in

          7  the school yards, in the colleges, in the pro ranks,

          8  but perhaps even greater than that they are great

          9  human beings. They are people of character, people

         10  who are concerned about their families, about our

         11  City, about our nation, outstanding people.

         12                 Ball players, they were tough, these

         13  folks could play the game and they laid the

         14  groundwork and foundation for all the guys that you

         15  see now that's going around and dunking and all that

         16  stuff. But in terms of playing the game, and

         17  therefore applying those rules to light, these are

         18  the people and they are symptomatic, and they are

         19  representative of so many more throughout our City

         20  who follow in their footsteps.

         21                 So, we are very honored and I guess

         22  they should come forward now. We are very honored

         23  that they are here, and we're now going to present

         24  the proclamation after the Speaker says a few words.

         25  So your brothers and sisters can come up.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are indeed honored

          3  to have you with us, and to have this opportunity to

          4  thank all of you for what you've done for our City,

          5  for our country, and we're very grateful that you're

          6  here with us today.

          7                 Do you want to read all the names,

          8  Councilman Seabrook? You can hand them out.

          9                 Robert Williams. Jack Defares Linda

         10  O'Neal. John Isaacs. Cal Ramsey, of course. Howie

         11  Evans. Floyd Lane. Megan McLoughlin. Carl Green.

         12  Yvonne Maxwell. Solly Walker.

         13                 All the Council Members who want to

         14  come up and pose, what we'll ask the Clerk to do at

         15  this point is read some from each of the

         16  proclamations.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         18  of New York, Proclamation.

         19                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         20  New York is pleased and proud to join families,

         21  friends, distinguished community members in honoring

         22  the achievements of the "Roundball Legend" Jack

         23  Defares; Howie Evans; John Isaacs; Floyd Lane; Linda

         24  O'Neal; Cal Ramsey; Solly Walker; Edward Warner; and

         25  Robert Williams; and
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          2                 Whereas: Jack Defares was born in

          3  Harlem and has his first taste of organized

          4  basketball at the Harlem Y.M.C.A., and the Frederick

          5  Douglas Junior High School; and

          6                 Whereas: In 1970 Jack was selected to

          7  the All-Time Great CIAA Tournament Team, which

          8  identified him as one of the ten best players in the

          9  history of C.I.A.A., he was also inducted into the

         10  Winston-Salem University Hall of Fame, and the New

         11  York City Basketball Hall of Fame, among others; and

         12                 Whereas: Howie Evans has had an

         13  eventful twenty-five years in the fields of

         14  communications and journalism, a career in which he

         15  has made contributions to radio, television,

         16  magazines, public relations and marketing; and

         17                 Whereas: Mr. Evans has particularly

         18  distinguished himself as a sports journalist. His

         19  assignments have taken him all over the world,

         20  covering, among others, the European basketball

         21  finals, championship boxing matches in Europe, the

         22  Far East, African and Manila; in addition to this,

         23  he has covered over 30 Super Bowl games, over 25

         24  National Basketball Association Championship finals

         25  and numerous World Series games; and
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          2                 Whereas: Today we honor John Isaacs,

          3  a man who embodies the great spirit of teamwork and

          4  sportsmanship that has helped make basketball one of

          5  the most enduring and popular of sports; and

          6                 Whereas: Known fondly as "Wonder Boy"

          7  for his exceptional talent and skills on the court,

          8  John would eventually go on to distinction in

          9  professional basketball as a member of the New York

         10  Renaissance team that won the 1939 Chicago Herald

         11  American World Professional Tournament; and

         12                 Whereas: Today we honor Floyd Lane

         13  for his contributions to the sport of basketball; as

         14  a member of the CCNY "Grand Slam" and "Cinderella"

         15  teams of 1949 through 1950, Mr. Lane is permanently

         16  enshrined in the annals of New York City sports

         17  history; and

         18                 Whereas: Floyd Lane's success as both

         19  a player and coach is a reflection of his commitment

         20  to the game, his leadership and his mental

         21  toughness, all of which have inspired generations of

         22  young men and women on to higher and higher

         23  achievement; and

         24                 Whereas: Floyd Lane's contributions

         25  both on and off the court have enriched our City and
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          2  are worthy of the esteem and admiration of all New

          3  Yorkers;

          4                 Whereas: Linda O'Neal is one such

          5  individual and exemplifies all that is most

          6  noteworthy and admirable in our citizens: abundant

          7  generosity and compassion toward others; selfless

          8  dedication to helping those less fortunate; a

          9  commitment to nurturing and improving the lives of

         10  our children; and advocating for the values, ethics

         11  and ideals that most forcefully strengthen community

         12  bonds; and

         13                 Whereas: Linda has been a basketball

         14  official for over 25 years, during which time she

         15  has demonstrated the expertise and excellence that

         16  has earned her the respect of the entire basketball

         17  community; and

         18                 Whereas: Linda O'Neal's commitment

         19  extends well beyond the court: for the past 29

         20  years, she has also been a beloved and much admired

         21  teacher in the New York City school system where, as

         22  a Special Educator, she has greatly impacted the

         23  lives of her students; and

         24                 Whereas: Linda O'Neal is truly a

         25  woman who is remarkable, who has truly enriched us
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          2  with her presence; her contributions, both on the

          3  court and to bettering the lives of our children,

          4  are worthy of the esteem and admiration of all New

          5  Yorkers;

          6                 Whereas: Cal Ramsey is one of New

          7  York City's best-known and most respected sports

          8  figures: from his days as a student athlete where he

          9  set the mark for being the leading rebounder in the

         10  history of NYU basketball to his stellar career as

         11  an executive, TV analyst and the all around go-to

         12  man in the Knicks organization, Cal Ramsey has truly

         13  distinguished himself in service to the City; and

         14                 As a player, Cal has made his mark as

         15  one of our City's greatest home-gorwn hoop heroes;

         16  after a dazzling career in college ball where his

         17  heroics earned him induction into the New York City

         18  Basketball Hall of Fame, Cal played two NBA seasons

         19  with the Hawks, Knicks and Syracuse before his

         20  pro-career was cut short by a knee injury; and.

         21                 Whereas: Cal Ramsey is a true New

         22  York City sports legend who has used his love of the

         23  game of basketball to enrich countless lives;

         24                 Whereas: Today we honor Solly Walker,

         25  a man who exemplifies all that is most admirable and
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          2  noteworthy in our citizens: generosity and

          3  compassion; the development of one's spirit

          4  intellect and talents in order to help nurture and

          5  inspire others; and an unwavering commitment to

          6  improving the minds of our children; and

          7                 Whereas: After a stellar career in

          8  high school basketball, Solly went on to even

          9  greater heights at St. John's University, becoming a

         10  bona-fide star and the first African American

         11  basketball player in the school's history; and

         12                 Whereas: Solly Walker has received

         13  numerous awards and honors for his outstanding

         14  contributions, both to the sport of basketball and

         15  to education, including a 1985 New York City Board

         16  of Education Principal of the Year award; he has

         17  also been inducted into the St. John's University

         18  Hall of Fame and the New York City Basketball Hall

         19  of Fame, among others; and

         20                 Whereas: Our City has been truly

         21  enriched by the presence of Solly Walker, a man of

         22  outstanding achievement who deserves the esteem of

         23  all New Yorkers; and

         24                 Whereas: Today we honor the life and

         25  achievements of Edward 'Da Genie' Warner, a man who
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          2  typified the meaning of excellence and who was a

          3  true inspiration to all who knew and loved him; and

          4                 Among his many awards and

          5  accomplishments, in 1950 Ed Warner was the first

          6  Black player in the history of the National

          7  Invitational Basketball Tournament to win MVP

          8  honors; and

          9                 Whereas: A man of outstanding

         10  character and achievement, Ed Warner enriched our

         11  City immeasurably with his presence; and

         12                 Whereas: Robert Williams has added to

         13  this time-honored tradition in the most profound of

         14  ways: for close to forty years, Mr. Williams has, as

         15  Co-founder and Governing Officer of Sports

         16  Foundation, Inc., been at the helm of an

         17  organization that provides a range of important

         18  youth oriented social and educational services; and

         19                 Whereas: Mr. Williams' commitment to

         20  our children is both deep and abiding: from 1976 to

         21  1980, he was the Bronx Borough President's liaison

         22  to Community Boards #2 and #3 where he was directly

         23  responsible for all educational matters in the

         24  county, including community school districts,

         25  institutions of higher education, libraries and
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          2  cultural institutions; and

          3                 Whereas: A successful author of a

          4  handbook for student athletes, an inspirational

          5  player and basketball coach, and a director of

          6  numerous city-wide youth development programs,

          7  Robert Williams has made a qualitative difference in

          8  countless lives and is worthy of the esteem of all

          9  New Yorkers; now, therefore

         10                 Be It Known, that the Council of the

         11  City of New York honors all these men and women for

         12  their outstanding contribution to our City and

         13  community.

         14                 We are also honoring Yvonne Maxwell,

         15  also for her outstanding contribution to our City

         16  and community, the first female official, PSAL, she

         17  has been an officiating for 30 odd years, and she's

         18  an adjunct Professor at Hofstra University.

         19                 Signed this 26th day of February, in

         20  the year two thousand and two, Gifford Miller,

         21  Speaker for the Entire Council; Larry B. Seabrook,

         22  Council Member 12th District, the Bronx; Albert

         23  Vann, Council Member 36th District, Brooklyn.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: If Council Member

         25  Vallone could come forward.
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          2                 Council Member Vallone, I know we're

          3  honoring some very special, special unit and team in

          4  this City. If they can come forward, the Emergency

          5  Service Unit K-9 Team, particularly Lieutenant Shawn

          6  Lawless.

          7                 Council Member Vallone, I know you

          8  want to say a few words.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

         10  Mr. Speaker.

         11                 I'm proud today as Public Safety

         12  Chair to recognize a group, and honor a group within

         13  the Police Department, the entire Emergency Services

         14  Unit, that on a daily basis -- these people demand

         15  your respect -- on a daily basis they perform some

         16  of the most heroic work in the entire Police

         17  Department, the Emergency Services Unit.

         18                 Within that Unit there's a division,

         19  the K-9 Unit, which also does the same. After

         20  September 11th, the K-9 Unit was of tremendous

         21  assistance trying to locate victims and people who

         22  were hurt. Their paws were burned, they were treated

         23  at hospitals, but this entire group worked hard and

         24  worked hard every day. And I think an incident

         25  recently happened, which specifically shows us just
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          2  how hard their job is and what a great job they do,

          3  and it happened in Council Member Hiram Monserrate's

          4  district, who is here with me now, a former member

          5  of the Police Department, and he and I worked that

          6  evening with the Police Department. We didn't work,

          7  we didn't do what they did, but we were in

          8  communication with the Police Department, and that

          9  evening in Flushing Meadow Park, unfortunately and

         10  horribly a young woman was raped, but it was this

         11  unit, this entire unit you see here today, that

         12  tracked down those rapists, and it was our special

         13  guests here today who we'll get to later on,

         14  actually let me get to them now so we know who it

         15  is. Our special guest today, K-9 Shawn. Let's hear

         16  it for K-9 Shawn, which tracked down the location,

         17  the scent, obviously, of this crime, and pulled out

         18  the perpetrators and saved the victim, and the

         19  entire unit obviously was there and sprung into

         20  action and tracked them down wherever they were

         21  hiding in the weeds, like the scum that they were.

         22  I'm getting a little carried away, but that's how I

         23  feel about these things.

         24                 So, with us today, we have, and I'll

         25  hand out a citation to each of you as I mention your
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          2  names.

          3                 With us today, we have a

          4  representative of Commissioner Kelly who wanted to

          5  be here today, but I think most of us realize he's a

          6  little bit busy. He sent down the Commissioner of

          7  Special Operations, Assistant Chief Pertel, who is

          8  right over here, who will say a few words in a

          9  moment.

         10                 We have with us also the Commanding

         11  Officer of ESU, Inspector Bonano. Please put your

         12  hand up.

         13                 We have with us Lieutenant Lawless,

         14  who will be mentioned in a proclamation, as well as

         15  all the detectives who were involved that evening in

         16  making these arrests. We have Detective Scarangella.

         17  We have a citation for you, Detective Scarangella.

         18  Back here.

         19                 DETECTIVE SCARANGELLA: Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: We have

         21  Detective Camastro.

         22                 Well, Detective Rivera is not here

         23  because he's in Kuwait, getting ready to defend our

         24  country, protection our country.

         25                 We have Police Officer Honeyman.
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          2                 We have Police Officer Liatus, from

          3  Astoria. We have Police Officer Yanicello.

          4                 And we have the actual K-9 handler of

          5  Shawn, Police Officer Fleckhaus.

          6                 And as I said, last but not least, we

          7  have as our special guest of honor, the dog who was

          8  handled by Officer Fleckhaus and who assisted this

          9  entire unit, and the heroic work that evening, K-9

         10  Shawn.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

         12  Member. Let's ask the clerk to read the

         13  proclamation, and then we'll hear a few words from

         14  the Chief.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         16  of New York, Proclamation.

         17                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         18  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         19  friends and distinguished community members in

         20  honoring the achievements of the New York City

         21  Police Department's Emergency Service Unit K-9 Team;

         22  and

         23                 Whereas: Civil servants are typically

         24  the most undervalued and least appreciated members

         25  of society, and this is particularly true of our
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          2  nation's law enforcement officers, men and women of

          3  remarkable character and courage willing to risk

          4  their lives each day in order to serve and protect

          5  the public; and

          6                 Whereas: Today, we honor the unique

          7  contributions of a very special branch of the New

          8  York City Police Department - the Emergency Service

          9  Unit K-9 Team; and

         10                 Whereas: The NYPD K-9 Unit consists

         11  of 30 German Shepherds, cross-trained patrol dogs, 3

         12  Bloodhounds and 34 officers; its important

         13  responsibilities are varied and include: assisting

         14  in subway patrol, tracking and criminal

         15  apprehension, and search and recovery efforts; and

         16                 Whereas: In the aftermath of 9/11 we

         17  all became aware of just how vital a role the K-9

         18  Team plays in our City, at Ground Zero, dogs from

         19  the Unit worked alongside their handlers day and

         20  night for months, searching through acres of

         21  dangerous rubble and often ignoring cuts and

         22  injuries to complete their tasks; and

         23                 Whereas: The great success of the ESU

         24  K-9 Unit is due in large part to the dedication and

         25  leadership of Lieutenant Shawn Lawless, an
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          2  individual whose expertise and experience has served

          3  the NYPD for 17 1/2 years, 11 within the field of

          4  K-9 patrol; Lieutenant Lawless has worked as a

          5  handler and Sergeant in charge of training from

          6  1992-1997; Lieutenant Lawless is also a certified

          7  NYS Division of Criminal Justice K-9 Trainer and

          8  Examiner; and

          9                 Whereas: It is with deep gratitude

         10  and an enormous sense of pride and admiration that

         11  we honor Lieutenant Lawless, along with all the

         12  members of the NYPD Emergency Service Unit K-9 Team;

         13  their efforts and contributions to our City have

         14  been immeasurable and they are worthy of the esteem

         15  of all New Yorkers; now, therefore,

         16                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         17  City of New York congratulates the EMERGENCY SERVICE

         18  UNIT K-9 TEAM and recognizes the stellar

         19  contributions of LIEUTENANT SHAWN LAWLESS, one of

         20  the best among NYPD's Finest.

         21                 Signed this 26th day of February in

         22  the year Two Thousand and Three; Gifford Miller,

         23  Speaker for the Entire Council; Peter F. Vallone,

         24  Jr., Council Member, 22nd District, Queens.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Chief Pertel, we're
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          2  glad that you and your whole team is here with us,

          3  and we'd love if you'd say a few words for us.

          4                 ASSISTANT CHIEF PERTEL: Thank you,

          5  Speaker Miller. Speaker Miller, Councilman Vallone,

          6  Councilman Monserrate, all distinguished members of

          7  the City Council, on behalf of Commissioner Kelly,

          8  I'd like to thank you for the honor.

          9                 The exploits of the Emergency Service

         10  Unit are well known, from 9/11, the water rescues,

         11  the highrise rescues, they have an expression any

         12  time, anywhere, and they do it.

         13                 This particular proclamation is dear

         14  to me, because I had the privilege of serving with

         15  Officer Fleckhaus and Detective Scarangella in the

         16  44th Precinct on March 15th, 1994, that night Shawn

         17  McDonald was gunned down on EL Grand Highway.

         18                 Office Fleckhaus was assigned to the

         19  K-9 Unit, in attribute to her former comrad, she had

         20  Shawn, the dog, when she was assigned the dog, named

         21  Shawn, in memory of Shawn McDonald, and since then,

         22  while this was a great arrest, a lot of Officer

         23  Fleckhaus' accomplishments have fallen unnoticed.

         24                 Her and Shawn have successfully

         25  apprehended three homicide suspects, numerous,
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          2  numerous robbery suspects, people involved in

          3  shootings, and, more importantly, have assisted in

          4  finding lost children and adults.

          5                 So, she truly has, Shawn has upstaged

          6  me as usual, and is truly an asset, we are very

          7  grateful for this honor. Thank you.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Chief.

          9  Thank you all for being here. Our City is

         10  extraordinarily grateful for your contributions.

         11  We're glad we have a chance to say thank you.

         12                 Council Member Clarke is next. Thank

         13  you very much.

         14                 Council Member Clarke, I know you

         15  have a number of individuals that are here today, or

         16  one individual that's here today. Natasha Hastings.

         17                 Do you want to say a few words? If

         18  Ms. Hastings could come forward. And everyone that's

         19  with her, of course, please come.

         20                 Where is Natasha?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: She's on her

         22  way. You have some school mates that are here? The

         23  team? Come on up. We always do things as a team

         24  here. Almost always.

         25                 Council Member Clarke, would you like
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          2  to say a few words before the Clerk reads the

          3  proclamation?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you very

          5  much, Speaker.

          6                 My colleagues, and all here gathered,

          7  I'd like to introduce to you Natasha Hastings, who

          8  on January 28th, 2003, was named athlete of the

          9  week.

         10                 Give it up for Natasha Hastings.

         11  Track star Natasha Hastings has been named USA Track

         12  and Field Athlete of the Week, following her

         13  record-breaking performance in the 500 meters.

         14                 The Brooklyn born Hastings -- hello,

         15  Brooklyn -- a junior at New York City's A. Philip

         16  Randolph High School, ran one minute, 11.8 seconds

         17  at the Armory Track and Field Center in New York,

         18  breaking the previous national standard of one

         19  minute twelve seconds set by Natasha Downing.

         20                 Hastings also placed fourth in the

         21  race in the Commonwealth Games 400 meter champion

         22  Alien Pompei. So, we want to bring up today Ms.

         23  Natasha Hastings for her outstanding athletic

         24  prowess.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: And we thank her
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          2  coach and her team that's all here and ask the Clerk

          3  to read the proclamation.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          5  of New York, Proclamation.

          6                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          7  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

          8  friends and distinguished members of the community

          9  in honoring the athletic accomplishments and

         10  community service of Natasha Hastings; and

         11                 Whereas: The City of New York has a

         12  long history of producing talented individuals who

         13  excel in various fields of endeavor, during the

         14  course of that history, our city has produced

         15  student-athletes who have blazed record-breaking

         16  performances in the sports arena; and

         17                 Whereas: This young lady, a student

         18  at A. Philip Randolph High School, has followed in

         19  this tradition by breaking the national track and

         20  field scholastic record for 500 meters; running 1

         21  minute, 11.84 seconds at the Armory Track and Field

         22  Center during the 9th annual New Balance Games on

         23  January 25; and

         24                 Whereas: Natasha Hastings, born in

         25  the great Borough of Brooklyn and now residing in
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          2  the great Borough of Queens, has ably demonstrated

          3  her extraordinary ability on the track, bursting on

          4  the national scene two years ago with the fastest

          5  freshman indoor track times ever at 200 meters

          6  (24:38) and 300 meters (39.13); additionally, she

          7  improved as a junior by running a national record

          8  37.77 for 300 meters and the fifth-best-all-time

          9  indoor 400 meters (53:56); now, therefore

         10                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         11  City of New York honors this young lady for her

         12  remarkable athletic achievements and community

         13  service; signed this 26th day of February in the

         14  Year 2003; Gifford Miller, Speaker for the Entire

         15  Council; Yvette D. Clarke, Council Member 40th

         16  District, Brooklyn; James Sanders, Jr., Council

         17  Member 31st District, Queens.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: All right, thank you

         19  all for being here, Natasha. We're very proud of

         20  you, the City is proud of you, and we want you to

         21  just say a few words. We're not going to make you

         22  say many, just a few words, and then you can run out

         23  of here.

         24                 MS. HASTINGS: Okay. I want to tell my

         25  mom thank you. She was very supportive. I've been
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          2  running since I was nine and she's been there ever

          3  since. I guess she kind of saw the talent too, and

          4  she was the reason why I run. I was named after her

          5  and she ran, as well, so I guess you can say she's

          6  my inspiration.

          7                 And thank you to all my team mates,

          8  my principal, my coach, my APs, for coming and

          9  supporting me today.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations.

         11  Thank you very much. Thank you for your words.

         12                 Thank you, all, for being here.

         13                 Council Member Gerson is here, and

         14  the Henry Street Settlement Arts and Education

         15  Program. Please come forward.

         16                 Do you want to say a few words?

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Just a few,

         18  Mr. Speaker.

         19                 My colleagues, as our guest of honor

         20  come forward, let me say one cannot think of the

         21  Lower East Side of New York City without thinking of

         22  the Henry Street Settlement, which has been a stable

         23  of our community. We all know that.

         24                 Indeed, countless generations have

         25  benefitted from the support and the programs of this
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          2  great settlement house.

          3                 And let me add, you also cannot think

          4  of the Lower East Side without thinking of the great

          5  school, PS 20.

          6                 Let's have all the young people come

          7  in the front. Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, we are

          8  recognizing the Henry Street Settlement and PS 20

          9  for the outstanding work they do in the Arts and

         10  Education program, and we have here before us the

         11  future of our City. Part of the future of our City,

         12  these are the future artists and architects, and I

         13  want you to know, Mr. Speaker, the young people of

         14  this program last year received the President's

         15  Award for Excellence in Junior Architecture, and

         16  this year they have designed what will become the

         17  future facade of PS 20.

         18                 Do you have it, Principal? Let's show

         19  it up. You had it a moment ago. And while we get

         20  that, we'll ask the Clerk to read the proclamation.

         21                 Let me first acknowledge the names of

         22  these great young, these great and talented young

         23  people who are here with us, Marion Yip. Wave your

         24  hand when I say your name. There you go. Janie Fang.

         25  Zumof Vigorara. Sadia Rockman. Kingsi Leio. Miguel
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          2  Rosario. Did I get everybody? Okay. And I'm here

          3  joined by Council Member Lopez, who I believe wants

          4  to say a few words.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I just want to

          6  congratulate the children of my district, because

          7  many of them leave my district and go to the schools

          8  in the district of Councilman Alan Gerson, and I

          9  think it's wonderful that you're doing this today.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: And, finally,

         12  Mr. Speaker, we're joined by the principal of PS 20,

         13  one of our City's great educational leaders, the one

         14  and only Dr. G, Dr. Golovchek.

         15                 We have the directors of the

         16  Settlement House, Susan Fleminger, Executive

         17  Director Dorina Jeeder. Project Director Julie

         18  Mauer, and the Community Studios, Howard Stein, the

         19  Community Studios architect, who works with the

         20  students, and this is an excellent example of

         21  public/private partnership with the private sector

         22  coming together with our schools to help our

         23  children.

         24                 This is the future of PS 20's facade.

         25  This is the future of our City.
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          2                 Did I say Farah Joseph? I'm sorry.

          3  Now, you have the whole community and the clerk will

          4  read the proclamation.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. If the

          6  Clerk could read the proclamation, that would be

          7  great.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

          9  New York, Proclamation.

         10                 The Council of the City of New York

         11  is pleased and proud to honor the Henry Street

         12  Settlement in recognition of the Coming Up Taller

         13  Awards for their excellence in community-based,

         14  after-school arts and humanities programs that

         15  demonstrate the power of these disciplines to

         16  encourage young people's creativity; and

         17                 Whereas: Henry Street Settlement was

         18  founded in 1893 by nurse Lillian Ward on the Lower

         19  East Side of Manhattan to challenge the effects of

         20  urban poverty by providing individuals and families

         21  with crucial social and cultural services; and

         22                 Whereas: Today, the Settlement

         23  provides services for the elderly and the homebound,

         24  for homeless families and battered women and has

         25  extensive educational and recreational programs for
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          2  children along with employment programs for adults

          3  as well as mental health clinic; and

          4                 Whereas: The arts were of great

          5  importance from the Settlement's inception, and the

          6  Abrons Arts Center, a national model in community

          7  arts, provides instruction in the performing and

          8  visual arts for all ages and a program of

          9  professional performances and exhibitions. The

         10  arts-in-Education Program, which served 20,000

         11  children this year, partners with New York City

         12  public schools from kindergarten to grade 12 to

         13  develop arts skills and expressive abilities and

         14  experiences that integrate learning in and through

         15  the arts; and

         16                 Whereas: The Arts in Education

         17  Program in Architecture and Design/Community Studies

         18  has provided programs design to sensitize students

         19  to issues of design through neighborhood walks;

         20  lessons in design, urban planning, and local

         21  history; and visits to architects' studios; now,

         22  therefore

         23                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         24  City of New York most gratefully honors HENRY STREET

         25  SETTLEMENT ARTS-IN-EDUCATION PROGRAMS for their
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          2  exceptional service to the City, the community and

          3  the nation.

          4                 Signed this 26th day of February in

          5  the year Two Thousand and Three; Gifford Miller,

          6  Speaker for the Entire Council; Alan Jay Gerson,

          7  Council Member, 1st District, Manhattan.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          9                 PARTICIPANT: I want to thank everyone

         10  who has been involved with this project. This has

         11  been a project that's been going on for eight years,

         12  and it's very exciting to work with the children who

         13  learn about their neighborhoods and learn what it

         14  takes to be an architect and solve problems in a

         15  very positive way.

         16                 PARTICIPANT: Our major objective is

         17  to have our children become thinkers, doers, and

         18  risk takers. And they do become thinkers, doers and

         19  risk takers, they become learners and it's a

         20  community effort, we want to thank Councilman

         21  Gerson, Councilman Gifford Miller for allowing us to

         22  come here for the award, and our partnership with

         23  the Henry Street Settlement.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PARTICIPANT: I just want to say thank
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          2  you to the Council, to the Speaker, Councilman

          3  Gerson, and our Councilwoman for being here and

          4  giving this to Henry Street in partnership with PS

          5  20.

          6                 Thank you very much.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          9                 Are Services Now For Adult Persons

         10  here?

         11                 Come on up.

         12                 Please come up. We're honored to have

         13  you with us. I know that Council Member Weprin

         14  wanted to be here to honor you with us.

         15  Unfortunately, actually, if my colleagues, I could

         16  have their attention for just a moment.

         17                 Council Member Weprin's father-in-law

         18  passed away this morning. So he is not here right

         19  now, but he wanted to be here, and he told me, he

         20  asked me to step in for him and with him to honor

         21  Services Now For Adult Persons, which I know had a

         22  tremendous positive impact for the City and

         23  particularly in Council Member Weprin's community.

         24                 He wanted to be here. He's certainly

         25  thinking of us, and we're all thinking of him, and
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          2  we'd like to ask the Clerk to read the proclamation

          3  regarding this great organization.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          5  of New York, Proclamation.

          6                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          7  New York is pleased to come together this day as

          8  they welcome Services Now for Adult Persons, Inc.

          9  (SNAP) to their Stated Meeting; and

         10                 Whereas: In 1979, SNAP was developed

         11  by the Senior Services Coordinating Committee to

         12  fill gaps in senior services being offered to those

         13  residents of Floral Park, Bellerose, Glen Oaks and

         14  Queens Village and continue to maintain a sense of

         15  dynamism and self-worth for these most treasured

         16  citizens; and

         17                 Whereas: In a time when our citizens

         18  have been blessed with greater longevity, SNAP has

         19  emerged as a devoted organization consummately

         20  dedicated to accepting the challenges confronting

         21  our senior population and in doing so has created a

         22  record of success, achievement and dedication that

         23  readily mergers as a yardstick for all such future

         24  programs; now, therefore

         25                 Be It Known: That the Council of the
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          2  City of New York most gratefully honors SERVICES NOW

          3  FOR ADULT PERSONS, INC. for their sterling

          4  contribution to the City of New York, and joins with

          5  its colleagues in celebrating the good will they

          6  have generated these many years.

          7                 Signed this 26th day of February in

          8  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

          9  Speaker for the Entire Council; David I. Weprin,

         10  Council Member, 23rd District, Queens.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. It is our

         12  privilege as Council members and on behalf of the

         13  City of New York to recognize the extraordinary

         14  contributions senior citizens make to this great

         15  City and have built this City, and so we're so proud

         16  and grateful that you're here with us, and we'd like

         17  to ask Alison Conte to say a few words on behalf of

         18  SNAP. Bell Park SNAP. Thank you.

         19                 Alison, if you could say a few words?

         20                 MS. CONTE: Thank you.

         21                 I just wanted to thank Councilman

         22  David Weprin, for recognizing my seniors, and they

         23  do a great job all year long, and my volunteers. And

         24  without seniors the center wouldn't exist. So, thank

         25  you.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: And thank you,

          3  Alison, for what you do.

          4                 Let's take a quick picture.

          5                 Council Member Vann. Is Council

          6  Member Vann here? And Council Member Fidler also,

          7  please come up. We're going to ask Council Member

          8  Vann to introduce who is here, and all of the

          9  members of the Brooklyn Delegation, and the Council

         10  generally.

         11                 Council Member Vann.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Speaker,

         13  colleagues, friends, can we have just a little bit

         14  of order? Thank you.

         15                 Ladies and gentlemen, Brooklyn is

         16  definitely in the house. The first museum in the

         17  world dedicated to children is the Brooklyn

         18  Children's Museum. It is one of our City's great

         19  treasures, and we're very pleased not to celebrate

         20  them only this afternoon, but to celebrate the fact

         21  that they are the recipient of presidential

         22  recognition, the Coming Up Taller Award.

         23                 Of course, we will honor them for

         24  their distinction at another time, but this is

         25  specifically for the presidential recognition they

                                                            35

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  have received, which will be detailed in the

          3  proclamation.

          4                 To receive the award, the celebration

          5  in recognition of the award, the president of

          6  Brooklyn Children's Museum, Carolyn Secci, the Board

          7  Chair Paul Ganzy. If you would raise your hand when

          8  I call your name. And, of course, Board member, if I

          9  understand it, Ellen Cogit, a Board member, and, of

         10  course, the members of the team, the Museum team

         11  responsible for the program, Christina Bucanan,

         12  Anthony Johnson, Ryan Heralal, Cathy Barker and the

         13  Director of Government and Community Affairs, Bajia

         14  Ramos, and Paul Pearson, Vice President of Programs,

         15  and all the other members. Let's give them all a

         16  round of applause.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: And if we could now

         18  ask the clerk to read the proclamation.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         20  of New York, Proclamation.

         21                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         22  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         23  friends, and distinguished members of the community

         24  in honoring the Brooklyn Children's Museum,

         25  recipient of the prestigious Coming Up Tall Award
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          2  from the President's Committee on the Arts and

          3  Humanity in partnership with the National Endowment

          4  for the Humanities and the Institute for the Museums

          5  and Library Services; and

          6                 Whereas: The Brooklyn's Children

          7  Museum, the First Museum in the World, created

          8  expressly for children was founded in Brooklyn in

          9  1899 and has served as the inspiration and model for

         10  several hundred museums around the world, now in its

         11  second century of service, the museum remains an

         12  anchor of the Crown Heights neighborhood, educating

         13  and enlightening over 250,000 visitors each year,

         14  including children from all over the City, and

         15  beyond that; and

         16                 Whereas: The Coming Up Tall Award

         17  recognized and supports outstanding Committee arts

         18  and humanity programs that celebrate the creativity

         19  of America's young people, provide them learning

         20  opportunities and chances to contribute to their

         21  communities, this national award brings honor to all

         22  New Yorkers; now, therefore

         23                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         24  City of New York most gratefully honors the Brooklyn

         25  Children Museum for its dedication of the children
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          2  of our City and congratulates it on receiving the

          3  Coming Up Taller awards.

          4                 Signed this 26th day of February in

          5  the Year 2003, Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

          6  Entire Council, Albert Vann, Council Member 36th

          7  District, Brooklyn.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          9                 And, Carol, if you'd like to say a

         10  few words.

         11                 CAROL: Thank you. I'm really

         12  delighted to be here today, and really thank this

         13  City Council for this wonderful honor.

         14                 I think that the honor that we

         15  received in Washington, D.C. is one we want to share

         16  with the Council, because your support really makes

         17  our work possible.

         18                 The Museum Team Program that was

         19  recognized on a national basis serves over 700 young

         20  people each year. But the numbers really don't

         21  account for as much I think as the stories of the

         22  kids who come through the program.

         23                 Thirteen years ago, I started at the

         24  Museum, and in my first month I met an incredible

         25  young woman who was nine years old at the time, and
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          2  she said to me, I want to be a writer when I grow

          3  up, and she now is a graduate of NYU Media Studies

          4  Program.

          5                 So, I think that's just one of the

          6  ways that the Museum team young people inspire and

          7  challenge us. We may be the world's first children's

          8  museum, but we don't want to rest on our laurels. We

          9  want the young people to continue challenging us,

         10  and we have a wonderful young woman who will say a

         11  few words today as well.

         12                 First, I would like to thank the

         13  entire Council, the Brooklyn Delegation under the

         14  leadership of Lew Fidler, and also our own

         15  Councilman Al Vann and the Speaker for this

         16  wonderful tribute. But, please, I'm proud to

         17  introduce Christina Bucanan, our museum team member.

         18                 MS. BUCANAN: Hello. My name is

         19  Christina Bucanan. I'm 16 years old and a junior at

         20  Middle College High School in Crown Heights.

         21                 I have been enrolled in the Museum

         22  Team since I was seven years old, and my older

         23  brothers and sisters grew up on a museum team also,

         24  and I couldn't wait to be able to join when I was

         25  younger.
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          2                 My life goals have been directly

          3  influenced by what I have learned at the Brooklyn

          4  Children's Museum.

          5                 When I grow up I want to obtain a job

          6  in corporate finance and help them Museum out

          7  through volunteering every year.

          8                 If there's one thing I could change

          9  about the Museum, I'd probably add more programs,

         10  cultural programs, because students need coaching in

         11  their lives.

         12                 And I'd like to thank everyone who

         13  made this program possible.

         14                 And the Museum, I owe to who I am

         15  today, so thank you.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all for

         17  being here. The City is extraordinarily grateful to

         18  you for all you do for New York and for all that you

         19  do for our country.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 Council Member Perkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I'm going to

         23  say a few words about this very, very special moment

         24  for me personally, and I think institutionally for

         25  this City Council.
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          2                 You know, Dr. Megan McLoughlin is the

          3  embodiment of so much. You know, with all due

          4  respect, for me upon first meeting her, as a parent

          5  at Central Park East School, not that long ago, it

          6  was clear that just looking at her reminds us of the

          7  truism that black is beautiful. Because here we

          8  have, with all due respect, a woman that even Stevie

          9  wonder would want to sing about.

         10                 Just on the visual stuff about it,

         11  but then as you get to know her, as you get to know

         12  her and her work, you begin to realize, especially

         13  for those of us in the City Council, that there's

         14  really more than 51 members of the Council. There's

         15  another force that's outside of the Council that is

         16  very important to the deliberations and the

         17  effectiveness of the Council, and that force

         18  unquestionably has been Megan McLoughlin. Someone,

         19  who over the past 17 years, through the Federation

         20  of Protestant Welfare Association, has been an

         21  extraordinary asset in our deliberations, in our

         22  sensitivity, and in our effectiveness in terms of

         23  serving the people of the City of New York,

         24  especially those who are not so fortunate.

         25                 And, so, we are here today to just
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          2  share a token of our appreciation for the

          3  extraordinary work that she has done, and to let it

          4  be known in the annals of the history of this

          5  Council, especially in this Black History Month,

          6  especially as we supposedly are celebrating 350th

          7  anniversary of this institution, that she will be

          8  remembered for the extraordinary work that she has

          9  done.

         10                 So, thank you very much, Megan, on

         11  behalf of myself, my family and all of my

         12  colleagues.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: I don't know what I

         14  could add to that, so I'll just ask the clerk to

         15  read the Proclamation.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         17  of New York, Proclamation.

         18                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         19  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         20  friends and community members in honoring the

         21  contribution and accomplishments of Dr. Megan

         22  McLoughlin as she retires from 17 years of

         23  distinguished service with the Federation of

         24  Protestant Welfare Agencies; and

         25                 Whereas: Today we honor her, a woman
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          2  of exceptional character and vision who for the past

          3  17 years has provided stellar leadership inside and

          4  in measure of steadfast inspiration determination to

          5  all aspects of the Federation of Protestant Welfare

          6  Agencies, greatly enhancing and strengthening its

          7  role; and

          8                 Whereas: Dr. McLoughlin work revealed

          9  a generosity of spirit that reflects all that is

         10  best in people. She is a woman of remarkable

         11  accomplishments and compassion who has enriched us

         12  all immensely with her presence; now, therefore

         13                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         14  City of New York honors Megan McLoughlin for

         15  exemplary service to the City and the community.

         16                 Signed this 26th day of February in

         17  the year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller,

         18  Speaker for the Entire Council; Bill Perkins, Deputy

         19  Majority Leader, Council Member, 9th District,

         20  Manhattan.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: My friends and

         22  colleagues, as proof positive of Dr. McLoughlin's

         23  ability to bring people together, we have the Deputy

         24  Mayor of the City of New York, Dennis Walcott, and

         25  we'd be honored, of course, Dennis, if you'd say a
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          2  few words, as well.

          3                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Thank you, Mr.

          4  Speaker. And thank you to the Council Members. It's

          5  my honor and pleasure to stand next to a person I

          6  have a great deal of respect for.

          7                 I've known Megan now for 24 years, a

          8  little bit more than that, but we're not going to go

          9  that far back, and I mean Megan has been a steadfast

         10  advocate for people who do not have, and this person

         11  of Megan is the person that really exudes

         12  confidence, she exudes just a person who is so

         13  respectful of the people of this great City.

         14                 So, Megan, I'm really scared now,

         15  because, you know, my hat is a little different than

         16  when I was at the New York Urban League, and now you

         17  will not have the restrictions of FPWA, so Megan

         18  will be even a more forceful advocate, as far as the

         19  people of this City. So, Megan, it's an honor to

         20  stand here with the Speaker, Mr. Perkins who

         21  sponsored it, and all the members of the Council to

         22  say congratulations. We wish you all the best.

         23                 DR. McLOUGHLIN: Thank you.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         25                 Megan, we'd be honored if you'd say a
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          2  few words to us.

          3                 DR. McLOUGHLIN: I accept this award

          4  with deep humility. My thanks to the Speaker, to the

          5  Deputy Majority Leader, Council Member Perkins, I'm

          6  so glad that I brought the other side of the office

          7  over here. Thank you so much, Deputy Mayor Walcott,

          8  and to all of the members of the City Council, many

          9  of whom I have worked with, some on the State level,

         10  as well as on the City level.

         11                 It has been my honor and privilege to

         12  serve the people of the City of New York,

         13  particularly those who are most disenfranchised, and

         14  those who do not have what it takes to live well in

         15  New York City.

         16                 I'm particularly happy to receive

         17  this award from the City Council, because this

         18  Council has brought some passion back to advocacy

         19  and we need that especially now, because New York

         20  needs all the help it can get, and certainly the

         21  poor people of New York need a lot of help, and we

         22  think we have that help and support from this

         23  Council. So, I accept this with deep humility. I

         24  appreciate it, and I hope that it will just motivate

         25  me to keep on going. And Dennis is right, no, I
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          2  don't have the Federation to tell me what to say.

          3                 Thank you so very much.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, we hope and

          5  know that it will keep you going as well, and we're

          6  very, very grateful to you, and thank you so much

          7  for gracing us with your presence.

          8                 DR. McLOUGHLIN: Thank you.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have a special

         10  guest who is joining us, and I know that Council

         11  Member Felder wants to introduce him.

         12                 Council Member Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Mr. Adams. Oh,

         14  wonderful. It's wonderful to be here today, and to

         15  be the last proclamation to be presented.

         16                 I want to ask my colleagues from the

         17  Landmarks Committee particularly to come up and join

         18  me today when they do this proclamation honoring

         19  Michael Henry Adams.

         20                 Everybody is welcome. Anyway, I want

         21  to thank you, Mr. Speaker, for giving me the honor

         22  of Chairing the Landmarks Committee and working

         23  together with my wonderful colleagues, and today

         24  it's a special honor during Black History Month, for

         25  us to have the opportunity to present this wonderful
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          2  proclamation to Mr. Adams who is a noted historian

          3  and has spent a good portion of his life researching

          4  and writing about Harlem, as well as my having the

          5  pleasure today of chairing the Committee and doing

          6  this presentation. I have the honor of presenting it

          7  with my colleagues, and particularly Robert Jackson

          8  in who's district Mr. Adams, he claims, Robert, that

          9  he lives in his district. We found out he used to

         10  live in his district and he's trying to get in back

         11  from Bill Perkins, right? But with the diversity in

         12  this City and the Council the way it is now, this

         13  wonderful Council with all of us working together,

         14  it's really wonderful to be here today, and to

         15  present this to Mr. Adams, and thank you very much.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         17                 And if the Clerk could read the

         18  proclamation.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         20  of New York, Proclamation.

         21                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         22  New York is pleased and proud to honor Michael Henry

         23  Adams for his important and worthwhile contribution

         24  in documenting the history of Harlem; and

         25                 Whereas: Few neighborhoods contain
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          2  the architectural splendor or can lay claim to

          3  owning as rich a social history and cultural impact

          4  on our City as Harlem; and

          5                 Whereas: Michael Henry Adams is a

          6  true civic benefactor whose work is entertaining,

          7  informative and highly instructive and it is with a

          8  great sense of admiration and pride that we honor

          9  him today' he has opened up the architectural legacy

         10  of New York City to all people and has added to our

         11  present day expressions of cultural and educational

         12  significance; now, therefore

         13                 Be It Known: That the Council of City

         14  of New York most gratefully honors MICHAEL HENRY

         15  ADAMS for his important contribution to the City and

         16  the community.

         17                 Signed this 26th day of February in

         18  the year Two Thousand and Three; Gifford Miller,

         19  Speaker for the Entire Council; Simcha Felder,

         20  Council Member 44th District, Brooklyn; G. Oliver

         21  Koppell, Council Member, 11th District, the Bronx;

         22  Leroy Comrie, Majority Whip, Council Member, 27th

         23  District, Queens; Bill Perkins, Deputy Majority

         24  Leader, Council Member, 9th District, Manhattan;

         25  Robert Jackson, Council Member, 7th District,
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          2  Manhattan; and Charles Barron, Council Member, 42nd

          3  District, Brooklyn.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. We are

          5  graced and privileged to have you with us, and

          6  pleased that you could accept this, and we thank you

          7  for all you've done for the City, and we'd love it

          8  if you'd say a few words.

          9                 MR. ADAMS: A few words. I'm very

         10  honored and delighted to be able to receive what

         11  really seems to be the culmination of a great deal

         12  of good fortune that I've had in my efforts to try

         13  to bring greater attention to the architectural

         14  splendor, the architectural and cultural heritage of

         15  Harlem, one of the most fabled and wonderful

         16  communities in the world, and I've been so ably

         17  assisted in all of those efforts, not only by this

         18  great honor, thanks to Mr. Felder and Mr. Perkins

         19  and Mr. Jackson, but also by wonderful colleagues,

         20  like the wonderful Linda Miller, the mother of the

         21  Speaker, and my colleague Carolyn Kent --

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Keep on

         23  talking.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's right. More

         25  about my mother. No, I was just kidding. She's not
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          2  here. It's all right.

          3                 MR. ADAMS: Oh, but she is here. She's

          4  all over the City in the form of incredible,

          5  marvelous gardens that enrich and enhance the lives

          6  of us all.

          7                 And that's why I'm so proud and

          8  pleased to have collaborated with Mrs. Miller and

          9  working on parks in Harlem, but beyond that, I have

         10  been assisted in my efforts by, as I said, friends

         11  like my colleague Carolyn Kent. My friend, she's

         12  over there. And then it's particularly important to

         13  join me here is my publisher, John Franklin

         14  Montecelli, who produced a beautiful, wonderful

         15  book, which took ten years and ten publishers before

         16  I had a contract, and, of course, that's why I've

         17  been so lucky, because the tenth publisher was the

         18  right one, and that didn't seem to be so at first,

         19  but it turned out to be absolutely so.

         20                 Working as a preservationist in

         21  Harlem, wanting to be able to demonstrate the

         22  dollars and cents values of preservation, about how

         23  preservation not only enhances people's lives,

         24  because old buildings, our history is so enriching,

         25  to informing us about the past and informing us
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          2  about how we ought to proceed in the future, but

          3  also there is the dollars and cents values of

          4  preservation, so that all over this City it's been

          5  demonstrated, that all the nicest, most prosperous

          6  places to live are largely protected by landmarking,

          7  and in an effort to get more landmarking for Harlem,

          8  I have been involved in all kinds of activities,

          9  from chaining myself to the doors of the Landmarks

         10  Preservation Commission, and being arrested, and

         11  spending the night in jail --

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I think we

         13  should lay this one over. We have to get started,

         14  you've got to conclude your comments.

         15                 MR. ADAMS: I'm going to conclude my

         16  comments.

         17                 To writing this book which I thought

         18  would in a far more effective way, demonstrate to

         19  people how much there was to be valued and preserved

         20  in Harlem.

         21                 Concluding, however, I just want to

         22  say that, you know, it's so poignant to me this

         23  afternoon receiving this great honor, to listen to

         24  all the other recipients, to listen to a young girl

         25  talk about how she wishes that at the Brooklyn
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          2  Children's Museum, that there would be more cultural

          3  programs, because of how beneficial that is, to

          4  listen to Megan McLoughlin talk about how she is an

          5  advocate for the poor and the least of us in the

          6  City, and the thing that I want to say is that I've

          7  been very fortunate thus far in my efforts, but all

          8  of these efforts, all of these great efforts of

          9  these individuals, and the City Council, are now all

         10  overshadowed by the impending threat of war, and the

         11  continued fear of terrorism.

         12                 So, what I really would like to say,

         13  finally, is that what we have got to do in New York

         14  and across the world, is to get our nation to

         15  guarantee peace in the Middle East, because until

         16  that happens, until that happens, any of the other

         17  tasks that we try to do will be regarded by people

         18  as irrelevancy, because nothing will be meaningful

         19  until we can have peace and prosperity for people

         20  throughout the world everywhere, instead of the fear

         21  of more and more terrorism throughout the world.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you.

         23  Well, we're all for peace and prosperity.

         24                 MR. ADAMS: The one person who I

         25  didn't introduce is my friend and colleague Kathleen

                                                            52

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Benson, from the Museum of the City of New York.

          3                 On May 3rd there's going to be an

          4  opening at the Museum of the City of New York, an

          5  exhibition based on my book "Harlem Lost and Found."

          6  It will extend through January of next year, and so

          7  I invite you all to please come to that exhibition,

          8  which I hope will be as great a milestone as the

          9  book "Harlem Lost and Found" and the early

         10  exhibition "Harlem On My Mind."

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We call to

         13  order the Stated Meeting of February 26, 2003.

         14                 Roll call.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

                                                            53

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 (No response.)

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quroum is

         16  present.

         17                 Let the invocation delivered by

         18  Reverend Wendell Foster, Christ Church, 860 Forest

         19  Avenue, in the Bronx. (applause.)

         20                 REVEREND FOSTER: That's very kind of

         21  you.

         22                 Let us pray.

         23                 Our God and our Father, we gather on

         24  this day at this time at this place to give Thee

         25  thanks.
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          2                 We thank you that your mercy and your

          3  goodness is always with us. We pray Thy Divine

          4  blesses upon this gathering, these legislators and

          5  upon the people they represent.

          6                 This place is sacred, not only

          7  because we are here, do Thy will, but it's sacred

          8  because we are reminded that thousands of graves are

          9  buried under this very building, slaves who were

         10  treated less than human.

         11                 In this Black History Month we pray

         12  that we may soon do away with special occasions

         13  where we must honor people because of their race,

         14  color, creed, that this nation will truly become one

         15  nation where we will be recognized and celebrated as

         16  human beings. Bless this Speaker, this Council, this

         17  Public Advocate, bless the people again we

         18  represent, endow us with understanding and love and

         19  compassion, may we be the voice and the conscience

         20  of those that cannot help themselves, help us to

         21  know without a shadow of a doubt that no weapon

         22  formed against us shall prosper when we do Thy will,

         23  or we will abide in Thee and let Thy word abide in

         24  us, and therefore for that which we do for good

         25  mankind will come out good and well and prosper.
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          2                 These and all other blessings we ask,

          3  amen.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

          5  spread the Invocation in full upon the record, by

          6  Council Member Foster.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Public

          8  Advocate, it gives me honor to spread the invocation

          9  given so well by my daddy, Reverend Wendell Foster,

         10  to the record.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amen.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         13  the Minutes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         16  Papers from the Mayor.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         19  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         22  and communications.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         25  Call-Ups.
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          2                 M 474.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: I think actually I

          5  get to do that.

          6                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

          7  call the roll on all items on the Land Use Call-Up.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

                                                            60

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all. And

         20  Madam Public Advocate, please mark me present as

         21  well.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         25                 Madam Chair, I would like permission
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          2  to leave. I have a situation, a commitment, and I

          3  would like to vote aye on all General Order

          4  Calendar, please.

          5                 I'd also like permission to welcome a

          6  group from my community. They're upstairs, and it's

          7  Hispanic Young People's Alternatives. It's one of

          8  the largest community-based organizations. Kind of

          9  my alma mater. I would like to say hello with this

         10  monumental body.

         11                 Please a hand of applause.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14  Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

          9  Advocate, I vote yes on all Land Use matters, and I

         10  ask for the leave of this body, to also vote on the

         11  General Order Calendar, as I, too, must return to my

         12  district?

         13                 I vote aye on all; except for Intro.

         14  278-A, I vote no.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         19  all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I vote aye

          4  on all, and I also ask that you sign me in as

          5  present. Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         16  adopted by a vote of 44 in the affirmative, none in

         17  the negative.

         18                 Communication from the Speaker.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: If I could ask my

         20  colleagues to rise with me and observe a moment of

         21  silence in memory of the victims of the World Trade

         22  Center bombing, first one, ten years ago today.

         23                 (Moment of Silence.)

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Our thoughts and our

         25  prayers are with the family of those who lost their
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          2  lives in that terrible attack.

          3                 I also want to note again for my

          4  colleagues and for the record, to fully reflect that

          5  Council Member Weprin is not here today because his

          6  father-in-law died this morning and certainly our

          7  thoughts and prayers are with him and his wife

          8  Ronnie, and their entire family at this difficult

          9  time for them.

         10                 Moving on to less tragic thoughts.

         11  For my colleagues, just to note, the roll call

         12  that's called at the beginning of the meeting is a

         13  roll call for the purpose of establishing a quorum,

         14  the record is not actually kept as to who is here or

         15  who is not here, so that as long as we have a

         16  quorum, if you weren't here for the roll call, you

         17  don't need to ask to be marked as present during the

         18  roll call, because they don't care, frankly. They

         19  wanted to make sure there were 26 people in the room

         20  and then they're moving on. So, we can skip that

         21  portion of the program in the future.

         22                 That is the subject of a whole

         23  another meeting.

         24                 I am very proud today of a number of

         25  pieces of legislation that are on the Council's
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          2  agenda today.

          3                 You know, for those of us who watch

          4  TV or read papers or follow the battle for ensuring

          5  that women in this country have access to Family

          6  Planning Services, we often see, you know, 60

          7  minutes or 20/20 reports on what's happening in

          8  Alabama and we think of the battle that is going on

          9  in the middle of this country or in other parts of

         10  this country or certainly state, and, so, it was

         11  particularly shocking, I think, for the Health

         12  Committee and the Investigations Committee to

         13  discover upon investigation that only 55 percent of

         14  the pharmacies in this City have emergency

         15  contraception, that there are hospitals where rape

         16  victims come in for treatment and are not told about

         17  the availability of emergency contraception, and are

         18  not counseled adequately as to what their choices

         19  really are, and that we have sexually transmitted

         20  disease clinics in this City where emergency

         21  contraception is not available, and so we have a

         22  package of legislation to address those three

         23  problems today.

         24                 And to get the word out more broadly

         25  about availability and importance of emergency
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          2  contraception as a right of women, as a key element

          3  of any family planning services, or meaningful right

          4  to choose their futures and the futures for their

          5  families, these are an extraordinary package of

          6  legislation. I want to particularly compliment the

          7  Chair of the Health Committee, Council Member Quinn,

          8  and ask her if she'd like to say just a few words on

          9  the subject of these pieces of legislation.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you. I

         11  also want to thank Chairperson Eric Gioia of the

         12  Investigations Committee whose committee did a study

         13  to find out what the availability of emergency

         14  contraception was in our City's pharmacies in five

         15  boroughs, and unfortunately what they found out was

         16  that only 50 percent of the pharmacies in this City

         17  carry emergency contraception for people who have a

         18  prescription and in some boroughs it's as low as 30

         19  percent.

         20                 I also want to thank Council Member

         21  Moskowitz who has been a leader and working with

         22  myself and Council Member Gioia on these three

         23  pieces of legislation.

         24                 Emergency contraception is a

         25  high-dose birth control pill which if taken 72 hours
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          2  after unprotected intercourse or rape can prevent a

          3  woman from becoming pregnant.

          4                 Last year there were three million

          5  unintended pregnancies in this country, half of

          6  those ended up in abortion.

          7                 Emergency contraception, two forms of

          8  it were approved by the FDA in 1997, but it is not

          9  being well used, and actually not even known amongst

         10  women in this City or in this country.

         11                 What we do today is make sure that

         12  the availability of emergency contraception is

         13  expanded in our City, and by doing that we make sure

         14  that unintended pregnancies decrease in this City,

         15  that abortions decrease in this City, and that rape

         16  victims get the full appropriate high-level medical

         17  standard of care that they deserve after such a

         18  horrible incident in every emergency room in this

         19  City.

         20                 And by passing these bills we'll know

         21  that if a woman is raped, and there were 2,000 rapes

         22  last year, and rapes tragically continue to rise in

         23  this City, by passing this bill, we'll know that

         24  when a woman goes into an emergency room, she will

         25  be offered this important medical intervention if
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          2  she wants it and if it's medically appropriate.

          3                 We also, by passing these bills, will

          4  make sure poor women who don't have insurance or

          5  don't have the $30 to buy emergency contraception,

          6  that they will have a place where they can go to get

          7  emergency contraception in our City's, our

          8  Department of Health's sexually transmitted disease

          9  clinics.

         10                 And also we will make sure that women

         11  know when they are rushing against the clock to try

         12  to buy emergency contraception, they will know what

         13  pharmacies carry it and which ones do not.

         14                 Doing these three things together I

         15  think sets a model for other cities, and most

         16  importantly, make sure that all women, whether they

         17  have insurance or have the money to pay for

         18  emergency contraception, will be able to get it when

         19  they need it.

         20                 They will have an important public

         21  health benefit, but even more importantly, have an

         22  important benefit for women as they seek to take

         23  control of their lives in this City.

         24                 I also want to thank the health staff

         25  who worked hard on this bill, the Investigation
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          2  staff who worked on this bill, the Contracts

          3  Committee staff who helped us with the emergency

          4  room piece of legislation, and hope that my

          5  colleagues will vote for these three important

          6  measures which help move women's health care

          7  forward, and also move the care we offer to rape

          8  victims forward in this City.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Chairwoman

         10  Quinn, and thank you, Chairman Gioia, and Council

         11  Member Moskowitz and everyone associated with this

         12  outstanding package of legislation that really does

         13  drive home that the right to choose is meaningless

         14  without the means to choose, and we have further to

         15  go in this City than we would like.

         16                 This is a step in the right

         17  direction.

         18                 That concludes the Communication from

         19  the Speaker.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         21  of General Orders.

         22                 Report of Special Committees.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         25  Standing Committees.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          3  Committee on Contracts.

          4                 Preconsidered Intro. 377.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted and laid

          6  over.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 699.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: General Order

          9  Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         11  Committee on Environmental Protection.

         12                 Intro. 123-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         14  over.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         16  Committee on Finance.

         17                 Preconsidered LU 375 and Companion

         18  Reso 732.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         20  General Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         22  LU 376 and companion Reso 733.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the
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          2  Committee on Health.

          3                 Intro. 278-A.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          5  on the General Ofder Calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 281-A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          8  on the General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 285-A.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         11  on the General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         13  Committee on Land Use.

         14                 LU 283 and companion Reso 734.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         16  General Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 349 and

         18  companion Reso 735.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 356 and

         21  companion Reso 736.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 362 and

         24  companion Reso 737.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 371 and

          3  companion Reso 738.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 372 and

          6  companion Reso 739.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          9  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         10                 M 419 and companion Reso 740.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         12  General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 420 and

         14  companion Reso 741.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 421 and

         17  companion Reso 742.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 422 and

         20  companion Reso 743.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         23  Committee on -- Rules, Privileges and Elections

         24  continued.

         25                 Intro. 372.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          3  General Order Calendar.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          5  Order Calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 240-A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

          9  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         11  General Order Calendar.

         12                 At this point, I'd ask the clerk to

         13  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         14  Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: I vote no on

         19  Intro. 278-A; and yes on all other items coupled on

         20  go.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

          3  Congratulations to Chairwoman Quinn and others.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Chair,

          8  may I explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I vote aye on

         11  all. I just wanted to congratulate the new members

         12  to the Environmental Control Board, and to the

         13  Landmarks Preservation Commission.

         14                 I want to congratulate the Mayor's

         15  Office on the excellent appointments, and I happily

         16  vote aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Permission to

         19  explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: I want to

         22  compliment Councilwoman Christine Quinn for reaching

         23  out to me.

         24                 This is very important legislation,

         25  emergency contraception, and I just want to
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          2  compliment her, and this goes a long way to

          3  protecting women and it's very important, especially

          4  rape victims. So, I happily vote aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

          9  all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all,

         12  except 278-A, 281-A, and 285-A. I vote no on those.

         13  Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I was

         19  contacted by the small pharmacy owners regarding

         20  Intro. 278-A, and they have complained, and I think

         21  rightfully so, that we place a great number of

         22  restrictions on small business in the City. Actually

         23  I think the rules say I'm supposed to be seated. And

         24  I did this discuss this matter with them and with

         25  Chairwoman Quinn and Councilman Gioia, and, you
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          2  know, I've come to the conclusion this would be the

          3  wrong place to draw the line, that the importance of

          4  emergency contraception and availability and the

          5  fact that there is a brief time frame in which, you

          6  know, emergency contraception is viable and useful,

          7  makes this bill imperative.

          8                 I do want to indicate that I think we

          9  ought to be mindful of burdens that we continue to

         10  place on small businesses, particularly the small

         11  pharmacies that had to deal with the large

         12  competitors like Duane Reade and Genovese, and I do

         13  believe this is an important prescription that ought

         14  to be available and people need to know quickly if

         15  it's available, and with that in mind, I am voting

         16  aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all,

         21  with the exception of Intro. 278-A, 281-A and 285-A,

         22  which I vote no.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, may I have permission to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I just want to

          8  thank both Speaker Miller and Chairwoman Quinn for

          9  raising this very important issue of emergency

         10  contraception.

         11                 And for all the members who represent

         12  counties outside of Manhattan, I want you to know

         13  there's a particularly important piece of

         14  legislation, what my investigation found was not

         15  only was emergency contraception not widely

         16  available in the City, but it was particularly not

         17  available in boroughs outside of Manhattan.

         18                 And a woman's health care rights

         19  really need not be diminished the moment they cross

         20  one of the East River crossings.

         21                 And this really is a very important

         22  moment for the women in New York City, and I proudly

         23  vote yes to all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all,

          4  except Intro. 278-A and Intro. 285-A, I vote no.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: On all, except

         11  that I vote no on Intros 278-A, 281-A, and 285-A.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         16  explain my vote, Madam Chair?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: No on item

         19  Intro. 248. I am concerned about the continued

         20  erosion of our constitutional rights to express

         21  ourselves and that particular piece of legislation,

         22  one more time we're going in that direction.

         23                 The second comment that I want to

         24  make, I am very glad that we have been able to put

         25  in the calendar today the items that deal with the
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          2  reproductive rights of women. But I wanted to make a

          3  comment because I was very disturbed about the

          4  hearing that occurred on this issue. In regard to

          5  that issue, in the hearing a particular individual

          6  part of the pharmacist company came and indicated

          7  that part of the members of the group opposed this

          8  particular piece of legislation based on religious

          9  belief.

         10                 When that information was given in

         11  that hearing, I was amazed that the gentleman

         12  indicated that to us, and not only indicated that to

         13  us, engaging in a debate over the right that a

         14  pharmacy have for religious beliefs to sell or not

         15  sell a product.

         16                 In our City it's my understanding

         17  that a pharmacist is licensed. If he's licensed, has

         18  to obey the law, and selling the product is not the

         19  decision of a particular owner of a particular

         20  store, it's a decision of the state when that

         21  product has been approved by the government of our

         22  country. Then we need to be very vigilant because

         23  today was the pill, tomorrow perhaps will be a

         24  medication for cough, because my religious beliefs

         25  say that I cannot sell that particular kind of
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          2  medication.

          3                 Aye on the rest of the pieces of

          4  legislation.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member, just a point of information. Intro. 248 was

          7  laid over. The first one you referred to.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I'm sorry. I

          9  was a little bit confused about that. I apologize.

         10  I'm sorry.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

         22  all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: With special

         25  thanks to some of our staff members, Judith
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          2  MacFarlane, Chris Winward, Wayne Cowadler, Sarah

          3  Foreman, Rob Newman, Michael Polenberg, Lucy Mayo,

          4  special thanks to all those folks -- I said Rob

          5  Newman already.

          6                 They're all motioning to me over

          7  there. I said Rob Newman, but I'll say it again.

          8  With special thanks to Rob Newman, I vote aye on

          9  all, in particular the package of emergency

         10  contraception legislation.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         19  explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I vote aye on

         22  all. However, I have to say that when it comes to

         23  270, I was at the Health Committee hearing, being a

         24  member of the Committee, and it is commendable, the

         25  research and the outreach that was done to
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          2  organizations, to institutions who provide health

          3  care, and this is one bill that absolutely

          4  demonstrates how it is to negotiate and to reach a

          5  bill that is agreeable to everyone.

          6                 I, too, had been contacted by

          7  pharmacies, and certainly there was a pharmaceutical

          8  organization that came before the Health Committee.

          9                 I have to say their arguments were

         10  extremely weak, they were absolutely offensive, and

         11  if anyone was in doubt about this bill, they did

         12  everything they could to change the minds, and there

         13  were minds that were changed on that.

         14                 This is right. It's right for women,

         15  it's right for men, and it's just right for the City

         16  of New York, and I thank the Chair very much for all

         17  that she had done with it.

         18                 I vote aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I vote aye on

         25  all, except no on Intro. 278-A, and I abstain on
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          2  Intro. 285-A.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Request

          7  permission to explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I just want

         10  to, again, commend Chair Quinn, Chair Gioia, the

         11  Speaker for the Emergency Contraception bills before

         12  us which I believe are going to be of enormous value

         13  to the women of the City of New York, particularly

         14  people facing a terrible crisis time, rape survivors

         15  who may need emergency contraception and now will

         16  have it available in a way that they do not.

         17                 And I enthusiastically vote aye on

         18  all the bills before us.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         24  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         25                 Prior to voting, Madam Public
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          2  Advocate, I would simply like to take a moment to

          3  welcome back our colleague, Council Member Dennis

          4  Gallagher.

          5                 As you know, Dennis had a little

          6  hiccup in his physical health, and as you know, at

          7  the last session we voted on a resolution wishing

          8  him well, and as Council Member Lew Fidler pointed

          9  out, it was a vote of 35 to 13, wishing Dennis well.

         10                 Charles Barron was a prime sponsor

         11  for that resolution. The reports in the newspaper

         12  were that Dennis was playing some basketball and

         13  then had some chest pains. The reality is he went

         14  home and he opened up his property tax bill and had

         15  some chest pains.

         16                 And on that note, I will vote no on

         17  Intro. 278-A, 281-A, 285-A, and yes on all others.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         23  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         24  vote of 44 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         25  zero abstentions; with the exception of I 278-A,
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          2  which had 36 in the affirmative, eight in the

          3  negative, zero abstentions; and I 281-A, which was

          4  adopted with 40 in the affirmative, four in the

          5  negative, zero abstentions; and I 285-A, which was

          6  adopted by a vote of 37 in the affirmative, six in

          7  the negative, and one abstention.

          8                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills are

         10  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         11  schedule.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         13  of Resolutions.

         14                 Council Member Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: My colleagues,

         16  I just want to bring to your attention the two

         17  resolutions before us today.

         18                 The first being the Resolution 498-A,

         19  which talks about the ability for students in state

         20  who were undocumented immigrants to be able to have

         21  their status adjusted.

         22                 In our City, we have a number of

         23  immigrants who have come to our shores not of their

         24  own will but because they are children of

         25  immigrants.
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          2                 They haven't had an opportunity to

          3  have their status adjusted as young people, and have

          4  aged out in our educational system.

          5                 I believe it's an undue hardship for

          6  all intents and purposes, these are American

          7  children, because they've been taught in our school

          8  system, and now face having to be treated as foreign

          9  students as they progress into their higher

         10  education.

         11                 This resolution says no to that and I

         12  encourage you to vote yes on this resolution.

         13                 How much time do we get on

         14  resolutions?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: It's one

         16  minute. It's a resolution, you have one minute to

         17  speak.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Okay.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry. I

         20  should have explained that earlier.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Okay, vote on

         22  the other one too.

         23                 Council Member Barron.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         25  much, Madam Chair.
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          2                 I also want to encourage us, and

          3  thank the Higher Education Committee for voting for

          4  Resolution 498 and I agree with Council Member

          5  Clarke.

          6                 This will help us to get Congress to

          7  follow the lead of New York State and allow for the

          8  charging of in-state tuition to undocumented

          9  students, and to help undocumented students gain

         10  permanent status so that they can receive funding

         11  for their higher education.

         12                 They contribute so much to our

         13  economy, to our culture, to the politics of New

         14  York, to the social institutions of New York City.

         15  So, I encourage my colleagues to vote yes for Reso

         16  498-A.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council member.

         19                 Council Member Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         21  Madam Chair.

         22                 Madam Chair, I rise for two purposes

         23  today: One, to stand in support and solidarity with

         24  my colleague and also good friend who for many years

         25  has represented the northern Manhattan community in
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          2  various capacities.

          3                 I met him as a representative of the

          4  local school board --

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member, this is not a resolution at the moment.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I'm sorry,

          8  Madam Chair. I thought you were on the General

          9  Order.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No, sorry

         11  about that. This is resolutions.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Anybody else

         14  on the Resolutions?

         15                 Either the one that was mentioned by

         16  Council Member Clarke, or the second one that was

         17  also mentioned but not mentioned, if you know what I

         18  mean?

         19                 Resolution for 498-A. All in favor?

         20                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All opposed?

         22                 Council Member Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I vote no.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Resolution

         25  547-A. All in favor?
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          2                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Opposed?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: No.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: No.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: No.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Vallone, thank you.

          9                 Council Member Gallagher, no.

         10                 Council Member Sears, no. Okay.

         11                 Okay, General Discussion.

         12                 Excuse me, no votes have to be

         13  registered up here. Would you mind coming up and

         14  registering? Thank you.

         15                 Council Member Vann.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: General

         17  Discussion.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You're on

         19  the list. Fidler is first.

         20                 Speaker Miller.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: I don't count.

         22                 Just to clarify for my colleagues,

         23  the procedure on voting on resolutions.

         24                 Resolutions are called by a voice

         25  vote. At the point at which the resolution is
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          2  called, all in favor of aye say aye, all of in favor

          3  of no say no. In the judgment of the Chair, the

          4  Chair judges generally that the Resolution passes.

          5                 If a member of the Council wants to

          6  be recorded as in the affirmative -- I mean in the

          7  negative, if you want to be recorded as in the

          8  negative, you go up to the clerk, the clerk will

          9  record you as having voted negative.

         10                 You do not have to. You can just vote

         11  no from your seat and let that be it and report to

         12  your constituents, or to whoever it is that you want

         13  that you voted no, as you did, but if you wanted to

         14  actually have been recorded in the record as having

         15  voted no. Then you approach the clerk and you record

         16  it that way.

         17                 So, it's just aye, no, and then we

         18  move on to the next resolution, okay? Thank you.

         19                 Thank you all for your attention.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Fidler. On the General Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: General

         23  Discussion?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         25  Discussion. I'm sorry. No orders; discussion.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: First I want

          3  to wish my twin brother Simcha Felder a happy

          4  birthday.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

          6  Lew. December 30th.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yeah, yeah.

          8  That's not what you told me this morning.

          9                 Second, on a much more serious note,

         10  and I think Councilman Martinez is heading in that

         11  direction, I hope and believe that I have some

         12  credibility with Jewish organizations throughout

         13  this City, and to the extent that I do, I want to

         14  share that credibility with Council Member Robert

         15  Jackson.

         16                 I can't think of a member of this

         17  Council who is less bigoted. I don't think he has a

         18  bigoted bone in his body, and I don't think that the

         19  comments that he made were taken in the proper

         20  context, or intended in any shape, way, manner or

         21  form to be venal. And I was not offended by anything

         22  he said, I don't think he intended offense by

         23  anything he said, and I just want -- I wouldn't want

         24  anyone to walk away in this Council with the

         25  impression that he is anything but a wonderful,
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          2  straight, honorable unbigoted human being, and I

          3  just think that needed to be said here on the floor

          4  and for the record.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          8  Madam Chair.

          9                 I think I better not say I support

         10  Robert Jackson, because I don't know if it helps

         11  him, so good going, Bob.

         12                 But anyway, I do want to say that I'm

         13  really, on a very serious note I'm very disappointed

         14  with this City Council that we are lagging behind on

         15  our anti-war resolution that here 100 and some odd

         16  cities pass resolutions, we're still grappling over

         17  language or pandering to interest groups, I think

         18  it's time for us to pass this resolution. By the

         19  time we get it passed, Bush will be dropping the

         20  bombs already, because we don't have a lot of time

         21  on this.

         22                 I know we're trying to appease

         23  everybody and find the right language, but there's

         24  some fundamental things, I thought the one in

         25  October was fine, and sometimes we can't always get
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          2  unanimous consent. We have to go forward.

          3                 I think it's a weak, watered down

          4  resolution already and for us not to be able to pass

          5  something as watered down as it is is embarrassing

          6  to me.

          7                 I think that we should have been the

          8  leading City in passing this Resolution, not the

          9  106th or 9th, whenever it is that we pass it.

         10                 Secondly, I want to encourage

         11  everybody to join the CUNY students. We'll be at

         12  5:00 right out here, a big rally. We've got to stop

         13  the tuition hikes. It is a tax on poor working class

         14  students, and we need to really rally and support

         15  our CUNY students.

         16                 Finally, I have a resolution honoring

         17  WEB DuBois. He was a great African-American. We

         18  should have a day for him and honor him here in New

         19  York City. He is a great -- a founder of the NAACP,

         20  a Pan-Africanist and a socialist and a scholar par

         21  excellence, W.E.B. DuBois, and I ask your support on

         22  that resolution. Thank you very much.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         24                 Council Member Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Chair.

          3                 If anyone in this room knows of a

          4  reason why New York City needs New York State, can

          5  please let me know today, not know, during my two

          6  minutes, but possibly during yours.

          7                 I cannot come up with one at this

          8  point, and that's why today I'm introducing a

          9  resolution which calls for a study of whether or not

         10  New York City should secede from New York State.

         11                 In the past year we've had enough

         12  reasons alone to warrant this study. The Governor's

         13  refusal to give us our commuter fee back. His

         14  refusal to settle Robert Jackson's education

         15  lawsuit. His refusal to give us our $3.5 billion in

         16  City money back to us. Not state aid, City money.

         17  And while we're on it, his refusal to give us any

         18  state aid alone.

         19                 By contrast, my colleagues, in

         20  California, when the earthquake happened in San

         21  Francisco, it took, in a small amount of time the

         22  State passed a quarter percent increase in the sales

         23  tax and gave that aid directly to San Francisco

         24  immediately without any action by the City Council

         25  from San Francisco. That's what we needed from our
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          2  Governor, from Albany, we don't have it now.

          3                 So, I believe that these actions

          4  alone warrant a study of secession. We're not taking

          5  a position yet, although I think you can figure out

          6  what mine will eventually be, but we're not taking a

          7  position yet on whether we should secede. We want to

          8  study, the Governmental Operations hearing alone

          9  will allow us to delve into the inequities that

         10  exist now, the inequities that Speaker Miller

         11  brought up during his speech, his state of the city

         12  speech.

         13                 We can go through that and we can

         14  figure out why these exist and what they're doing to

         15  change it.

         16                 And you know, one of the reasons we

         17  should secede is these inequities, and if they are

         18  removed, possibly then that's a reason we shouldn't

         19  secede.

         20                 I think it's a worthwhile cause. I

         21  thank my colleagues who have already joined.

         22                 I ask for more support on this, and I

         23  haven't done that in the past, because I think we

         24  need to send a strong message to Albany that this is

         25  something we're seriously thinking about.
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          2                 So, thank you for your support that

          3  you've given me already on this, and I look forward

          4  to working with you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Public

          8  Advocate, I thank you.

          9                 I wanted to bring to the attention of

         10  my colleagues Resolution 726, that is being

         11  co-sponsored by myself and Council Member Quinn,

         12  calling upon Congress to adopt Senate Bill S.138,

         13  which is co-sponsored by Senator Hillary Rodham

         14  Clinton.

         15                 This will temporarily increase

         16  federal Medicaid Assistance percentage for the

         17  Medicaid program in block grants to states for their

         18  social services.

         19                 Currently New York State receives 50

         20  percent of their Medicaid funding from the federal

         21  government, 25 is paid by the State, and the

         22  remaining 25 percent funded by the counties.

         23                 We all understand how important

         24  Medicaid is to millions of New Yorkers. We also

         25  understand Medicaid spending is being examined as a
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          2  potential cut in our State and City budgets.

          3                 Since this is the case, clearly S.138

          4  is crucial to New York City. This legislation would

          5  increase the federal funds for New York State by

          6  2.45 percent, that's an additional 1.3 billion in

          7  Medicaid funding, as well as an addition of 1.3

          8  billion in block grants for social service programs

          9  in the State.

         10                 In total, some 2.6 billion in

         11  additional Medicaid spending could be allocated to

         12  our state at this time of our fiscal hardship.

         13                 So, I ask members that you support me

         14  in this resolution and join with me to send a

         15  message to Washington that we deserve our fair

         16  share.

         17                 Also, I want to echo the comments of

         18  Council Member Lou Fidler regarding Robert Jackson.

         19  And whatever weight that I may have to support him

         20  to say that he has no prejudice bone in his body. I

         21  want to wholeheartedly support our fellow Council

         22  Member Robert Jackson during this time.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Martinez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          3  Madam Chair.

          4                 As I was saying, I stand for two

          5  reasons, Madam Chair.

          6                 One, to support a man that I've

          7  known, who has worked hard for his community, the

          8  Northern Manhattan community, first in the capacity

          9  as their representative in the local school board,

         10  working hard for all the children of Northern

         11  Manhattan.

         12                 And as a Councilman, Robert Jackson,

         13  who shares with me the community of Northern

         14  Manhattan, where we represent a community that

         15  speaks over 20 different languages, a community that

         16  has over 20 different cultural groups and ethnic

         17  background, a community that lives in harmony and a

         18  community that is well represented by Council Member

         19  Robert Jackson.

         20                 And as a member of the Northern

         21  Manhattan community, not just as a representative,

         22  I, myself, am angry at the fact that he has been

         23  characterized unjustly, that he has been

         24  characterized as a gentleman who is filled with

         25  hate, and that is totally wrong.
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          2                 Council Member Jackson doesn't have

          3  one bone in his body that would be considered a

          4  bigot. Council Member Jackson is a man that works

          5  for all the people of Northern Manhattan, and the

          6  community of Northern Manhattan stands with Robert

          7  Jackson, as a man of justice, a man of peace and a

          8  man that represents the entire City of New York and

          9  does not play favoritism toward one group and hate

         10  towards the other.

         11                 I want that to be clear, that the

         12  Northern Manhattan community has benefitted and will

         13  continue to benefit with the representation of

         14  Robert Jackson for all the people of Northern

         15  Manhattan and the City of New York.

         16                 I also want to stand to remind and

         17  invite all the members of the City Council, when

         18  this afternoon Council Member Jackson, Diana Reyna

         19  and I, he's a Dominican today, will be celebrating

         20  the independence of the Dominican Republic here in

         21  the Council's Chambers.

         22                 You're all welcome. We'll be

         23  celebrating another year of independence of

         24  Dominican Republic, and we will see Robert Jackson

         25  as a Dominican, as a man of the Caribbean, as a man
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          2  of peace, as a man of justice, and as a man of love.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member, your time is up.

          5                 Council Member Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 I merely wish to indicate that the

          9  next Stated Meeting I intend to introduce the

         10  resolution that would indeed name or rename Fulton

         11  Street the Harriet Ross Tubman Avenue. That may not

         12  be a lot of news to a lot of people, but it's a very

         13  significant thing to occur, given her historical

         14  significance to America.

         15                 I am perturbed and disturbed that

         16  there seems to be a particular woman who happens to

         17  Chair a particular community board who has not seen

         18  fit to authorize the total street being renamed,

         19  Planning Board 2.

         20                 I don't know what her problem is,

         21  maybe she don't really understand who Harriet Ross

         22  Tubman was and what she means to all of us in

         23  America, and I'm hoping that there will be some who

         24  will have some relationship with her in that

         25  Planning Board 2, some people with common sense and
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          2  understanding, be able to relate to her that this is

          3  not about any personal perceptions or personal

          4  philosophy, it's about recognizing the movement of

          5  black people, the historical circumstance under

          6  which we have survived in this country, and the

          7  patriotism and heroism that she represents, as an

          8  underground railroad and working for the Union Army.

          9                 So, I would like to announce in two

         10  weeks we will introduce that resolution. I hope that

         11  all of Fulton Street will be renamed, and those who

         12  know the person whom I will not name, because I

         13  don't know her name, will speak with her so that the

         14  people from the community will not have to speak

         15  with her.

         16                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         18                 Council Member Jackson.

         19                 Oh, sorry. Thank you.

         20                 Council Member Davis.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 I want to say I support Intro. 386 by

         24  Councilman Peter Vallone. I think this is quality

         25  legislation. It's thinking outside the box.
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          2                 We should consider, in light of how

          3  the State of New York has treated us in recent

          4  times, and why shouldn't there be a study? Why

          5  shouldn't there be a study? Studies doesn't hurt

          6  anybody, it gives you, provides you information.

          7                 You know, I one time introduced a

          8  resolution that there should be a study about

          9  parachutes, and people said, well, that's crazy. But

         10  ask the person who had to jump out the World Trade

         11  Center, unfortunately who died, who landed on the

         12  concrete pavement, if there was a parachute

         13  available. Or show me a ladder in the Fire

         14  Department that goes up to the 80th or the 90th

         15  floor, and how many people made it to the top on the

         16  rooftop and had to choose between the pavement. But

         17  we should think outside the box. So, there may be

         18  those that say that Councilman Peter Vallone is

         19  wrong, but I say he's right on target. We should

         20  consider a study to have the City of New York become

         21  the 51st State. Consider the study at least, and

         22  then when you have the study, then you come back and

         23  you analyze the information.

         24                 I supported a car-free Prospect Park.

         25  A study. We should think outside the box as a
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          2  Council, and this way great things, great

          3  discoveries can take place when people think outside

          4  the box.

          5                 We wouldn't have the Wright Brothers,

          6  we wouldn't have planes taking place in America if

          7  there weren't people thinking outside the box. So, I

          8  commend you, Councilman Peter Vallone.

          9                 And last, but not least, when there's

         10  an anti-war resolution that comes forth out of this

         11  Council, I am happy to be a part of it. I think that

         12  we should, at all possible means, by any means

         13  necessary, try to avoid a war. Think about the lives

         14  that can be lost, both American and across. Thank

         15  you so very much, Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Lopez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I'm rising to

         19  speak on two issues. The first one is Reso 731 that

         20  was introduced today. I want to call the attention

         21  of my colleagues to this fact.

         22                 Three weeks ago a judge in federal

         23  court decided to eliminated what is called the

         24  Hanschu Agreement. These regulations protected our

         25  constitutional rights, and also protected our City
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          2  from infringing on the rights of people through the

          3  Police Department.

          4                 It is very important that our Council

          5  have a hearing on this issue. We need to know what

          6  is going to be the intention of the Police

          7  Commissioner, and we need to know what are going to

          8  be the parameters in which they are going to conduct

          9  investigations about political activities in

         10  specifically.

         11                 I am increasingly concerned about the

         12  ways in which our nation is going after the

         13  elimination of our constitutional rights. And it's

         14  critical that we, New Yorkers, do not allow those

         15  constitutional rights to be taken away from us.

         16                 Then I looking forward for the

         17  hearings to be called in this particular very

         18  important item.

         19                 The second reason I am standing to

         20  speak is in regard to the resolution introduced by

         21  Council Member Peter Vallone, Jr.

         22                 I'm going to follow the lessons

         23  received by me from the republican party at the

         24  national level and at the local level. They believe

         25  that more local control is better; therefore, I
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          2  believe that this resolution is wonderful, because

          3  we're going to look into the question of New York

          4  City controlling and commanding their destiny. And

          5  in this case I imagine that all of the republican

          6  members, including the Governor of the State of New

          7  York, will be in agreement for New York City to take

          8  control over our City, our finances, our taxes, and

          9  everything that have to do with our future and our

         10  destiny.

         11                 Therefore, I'm looking forward for

         12  those hearings to happen, but more important than

         13  anything, I'm looking forward for the piece of

         14  legislation they put in the ballot, because I know

         15  that New Yorkers massively will vote for separation.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         17  Council Member.

         18                 Council Member Liu.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Madam

         20  Public Advocate.

         21                 I just wanted to take a brief moment

         22  to point out to my colleagues that I have introduced

         23  a resolution 729, which asks the MTA Board to delay

         24  their vote on any increase in fares. Currently,

         25  actually back in October, this body unanimously
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          2  approved their resolution that demanded that the MTA

          3  released financial information supporting any need

          4  for a fare increase for buses and subways. We

          5  unanimously passed that resolution. And in the

          6  months since, the MTA has provided us with more

          7  information.

          8                 At this point, in February, going on

          9  March of 2003, the most recent information available

         10  is for the 2001 Fiscal Year. The 2002 information is

         11  not yet available. Not only not available to us, but

         12  not available to the MTA Board. And, so, it doesn't

         13  make sense for the MTA Board to vote next week on

         14  increasing fares when they don't even have a

         15  complete and updated picture of what's going on with

         16  their own finances.

         17                 So, my resolution calls upon the MTA

         18  to wait at least until the end of March or

         19  mid-April, when they will have that 2002 financial

         20  information, to wait until that time to take the

         21  vote. For the MTA to take an informed vote.

         22                 This resolution will be heard in my

         23  Committee on Transportation at tomorrow's hearing at

         24  10:00, if you'd like, please join us, and I think if

         25  you would sign onto this bill, this would also be
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          2  helpful.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Stewart.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 Brothers and sisters, back in October

          9  I introduced a resolution which is basically the

         10  anti-war resolution, and I'm glad to see that some

         11  of us have now seen the light because then I was

         12  somewhat out of place at that time.

         13                 I wanted to let you know that

         14  anti-war is not really anti -- basically it is a

         15  pro-savings of money for this country. It is not

         16  pro-Iraq. And you have to understand that it's pro

         17  monies for the states, it's pro for the City and it

         18  is time for us to vote on this resolution.

         19                 Since when is New York City taking

         20  fifth and ninth and tenth place?

         21                 We're always first, so why didn't we

         22  just put this out there. Why it took us so long at

         23  least to vote on this resolution?

         24                 I would urge you to get this

         25  resolution together. Let's get it out there, because
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          2  it's time for us to stand in front as we're supposed

          3  to be.

          4                 We are the leaders and we need to be

          5  out front with this resolution.

          6                 Thank you very much.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          8                 Council Member Gennaro.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 I ask consent to reopen the General

         12  Order Calendar, with respect to my vote on Intro.

         13  285-A. Intro. 285-A, I ask that my vote be changed

         14  from a yes to an abstention. On Intro. 285-A.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Intro. 285-A

         18  is 36 in the affirmative, six in the negative and

         19  two abstentions. And if there's nobody else -- oh,

         20  sorry, Council Member Clarke. Forgive me.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         22  Madam Chair.

         23                 I just wanted to bring to the

         24  attention of my colleagues an article that came out

         25  in the press last week about a trip that the
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          2  Economic Development Committee will be taking, some

          3  members have already left, to the beautiful

          4  Caribbean isle of Trinidad and Tobago, and I was

          5  quite disturbed by the depiction of this trip, and

          6  the minimizing of the contributions that the

          7  Caribbean islands make as a third border to the

          8  United States.

          9                 This trip to the Caribbean will help

         10  us here in the City of New York, in terms of looking

         11  at what we have cultivated in the Borough of

         12  Brooklyn, which happens to be on of the largest

         13  spectacular carnivals in North America by comparing

         14  best practices that already take place in the Island

         15  of Trinidad and Tobago, and looking at how they can

         16  be applied in our multicultural and diverse City of

         17  New York.

         18                 I would ask that the press do their

         19  homework before they start characterizing what our

         20  goals and aspirations are as legislators. Before

         21  they add the cynicism that is really not warranted,

         22  and before they insult constituencies that have been

         23  contributors to this City, to this State and to this

         24  nation, Trinidad and Tobago happens to be one of the

         25  wealthiest countries in the Caribbean, being an oil
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          2  producer and a natural gas producer, and if they had

          3  taken the time to actually surf the net, as they

          4  have suggested that we do, they would know this, and

          5  they would understand that the relationships

          6  established in the City of New York are global. We

          7  are going there, we are on a mission, and I do

          8  intend to enjoy myself.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: If there's

         11  nobody else, the meeting is now adjourned.

         12                 (Hearing concluded at 3:00 p.m.)
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