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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I call the

          3  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections to

          4  order.

          5                 We have on the agenda today an

          6  appointment to the New York City Art Commission.

          7                 Chapter 37 of the New York City

          8  Charter provides for an Art Commission. Section 851

          9  of this Chapter states that the members of the

         10  Commission shall include the Mayor or his

         11  representative, the President of the Metropolitan

         12  Museum of Art, the President of the New York Public

         13  Library and the President of the Brooklyn Museum,

         14  one painter, one sculptor, one architect, one

         15  landscape architect and three other members who

         16  shall not be active members in the categories just

         17  mentioned or any other fine arts profession.

         18                 Other than the representatives of the

         19  three institutions, the other members shall be

         20  selected from a list submitted to the Mayor by the

         21  Fine Arts Federation of New York and shall all be

         22  residents of the City and serve three-year terms.

         23                 The Commission shall have the final

         24  approval of all works of art installed or erected,

         25  or to be installed or erected upon or over land
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          2  belonging to the City.

          3                 The Commission shall examine all

          4  works of art belonging to the City and may request

          5  an agency to move a work of art to a more suitable

          6  location.

          7                 The Commission shall have advisory

          8  oversight over all art belonging to the City and

          9  agencies shall maintain lists of all art in their

         10  possession and notify the Commission of a proposed

         11  change in use or relocation.

         12                 The Mayor has nominated Estrellita

         13  Brodsky who will fill a vacancy for one of the three

         14  lay members of the Art Commission for the remainder

         15  of a three-year term, which term will expire

         16  December 31, 2003.

         17                 Good morning, Mrs. Brodsky. Welcome

         18  to the Rules Committee. We're sorry we started late.

         19                 MS. BRODSKY: No problem.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: The reason being

         21  they closed off the Brooklyn Bridge. I don't know if

         22  you know that. And it took me two hours to get in

         23  from Queens. It's 14 miles and two hours.

         24                 Would you like to make a statement as

         25  to why you're pursuing this position on the
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          2  Municipal Art Commission?

          3                 MS. BRODSKY: Yes. I wrote up a short

          4  biography that I think sort of explains my overall

          5  interest in the Commission.

          6                 My name, as you pointed out, is

          7  Estrellita Bograd Brodsky, I was born a first

          8  generation American in New York City, and I've lived

          9  in New York City almost all my life.

         10                 My parents came from Latin America.

         11  My mother was born in Uruguay and my father, born in

         12  Eastern Europe, moved to Venezuela as a young man.

         13                 After marrying, they came to the

         14  United States seeking a better place to raise a

         15  family.

         16                 I grew up in a Spanish-speaking home

         17  that prided itself on the richness of its cultural

         18  heritage. I was educated in New York City, through

         19  high school, having attended public school through

         20  grade school.

         21                 In 1973 I graduated Sarah Lawrence

         22  College with a Bachelor's degree, having spent a

         23  year specializing in Latin American Studies at

         24  Princeton University for a year. In 1994, I

         25  graduated Hunter College Graduate School of Art
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          2  History with a Master's degree.

          3                 I spent the following two and a half

          4  years in a non-paying position at El Museo del

          5  Barrio organizing an exhibition of the pre-Columbian

          6  people of the Caribbean, the Tainos.

          7                 Early on I realized the importance of

          8  encouraging the interest in and support of Latin

          9  arts and all arts and history through cultural

         10  institutions.

         11                 I joined the Board of Trustees at El

         12  Museo del Barrio in 1997, serving as Chairman for

         13  two years and now as vice chair of the Board of

         14  Trustees.

         15                 Additionally, I'm pursuing a doctoral

         16  candidacy concentrating on Latin American art at the

         17  Institute of Fine Art, New York University. I'm in

         18  the process of that.

         19                 I serve on the Board of Trustees at

         20  Studio in a School, and serve in an advisory

         21  capacity on various committees at the David

         22  Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies at

         23  Harvard, the Metropolitan Museum, and the Museum of

         24  Modern Art. I have lectured on the ability of arts

         25  education to help create bridges of understanding
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          2  between culturally diverse student populations.

          3                 All to say that throughout my life, I

          4  have understood the importance of sharing an

          5  awareness and a knowledge of the artistic and

          6  cultural heritage of Latin Americans and all

          7  Americans in the United States, and I feel that my

          8  sensitivity and respect for different cultures in

          9  the artistic heritage of the City, as well as my art

         10  historical training, would provide the Art

         11  Commission with a unique perspective in guiding its

         12  decision-making process.

         13                 And I feel it's an important process

         14  to have a partnership between disinterested citizens

         15  overseeing anything that has to do with publicly

         16  owned property and institutions. I think it's a very

         17  important role to play, and that together with

         18  government they fulfill. I would be delighted to be

         19  part of that process, and would look forward to it.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Have you had the

         21  opportunity to actually observe some of the

         22  municipal artworks that are currently on display

         23  through all the buildings?

         24                 MS. BRODSKY: No. Unfortunately, I

         25  haven't.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay.

          3                 I just want to call your attention to

          4  a problem, I think it's been corrected; that is,

          5  there is always some community involvement in the

          6  ultimate work that's to be done. I will tell you a

          7  little story, since we have a minute.

          8                 We built a new 107th Precinct in

          9  Flushing in Queens and they decided to do an

         10  artistic piece on the roof that looks like an

         11  antenna, and also one of these round wave receivers

         12  as part of the design.

         13                 My office became flooded with

         14  complaints that that thing is interfering with their

         15  television, and of course, it was just a piece of

         16  work of art, had nothing to do with electronics at

         17  all. And they also didn't like it because they

         18  thought the building should have had a better type

         19  of piece of work to represent that police facility.

         20                 So, I think as a result of that, and

         21  other complaints by other Council members, they now

         22  get the community boards involved in the process,

         23  they let them sit in and give their opinion. It's

         24  not binding, but at least an opinion on that.

         25                 So, I think it's important if a
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          2  building is in a community, the community should

          3  have something to say about what's going to go in

          4  there, even if it's approved, to be approved by the

          5  Municipal Arts Commission.

          6                 Does that sound reasonable?

          7                 MS. BRODSKY: Yes. I think it's

          8  important to have a sensitivity to other people.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: All right, the

         10  second is a housekeeping type of question. I

         11  understand your husband is in the real estate field,

         12  owns commercial properties, residential properties.

         13                 MS. BRODSKY: Residential primarily.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: We don't know in

         15  the future whether or not any action will be taken

         16  by your Commission with respect to any of his

         17  properties.

         18                 In the event that it should happen,

         19  you will have to seek an opinion as to whether or

         20  not you can vote on it or whether you have to recuse

         21  yourself under those circumstances.

         22                 MS. BRODSKY: Absolutely.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: You're aware of

         24  that possibly conflict?

         25                 MS. BRODSKY: Yes.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay.

          3                 I think your background is excellent

          4  and I think you would be an asset in that capacity

          5  as a member of the Commission.

          6                 Council Member Berman.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Good morning,

          8  Ms. Brodsky.

          9                 MS. BRODSKY: Good morning.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: It's a

         11  pleasure seeing you. Please send my best to your

         12  husband.

         13                 MS. BRODSKY: Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: I listened

         15  intently to your resume and I thought that was a

         16  wonderful presentation.

         17                 Also, I know of your work in so many

         18  different cultural undertakings, and I'm delighted

         19  that you've agreed to take this position, and I look

         20  forward to it being the beginning of a brilliant

         21  career in government, as well.

         22                 I would only ask, and it's not a

         23  question but it's a recommendation, that in your

         24  deliberations in the future, that you maintain your

         25  deliberations in pragmatic sense, trying to balance
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          2  a need for the future of this City and appropriate

          3  in the development with your function as a member of

          4  the Arts Commission.

          5                 Having said that, I congratulate you.

          6  I'm certainly honored that I can vote on this day,

          7  and I think you're going to be great. So, thank you

          8  so much.

          9                 MS. BRODSKY: Thank you so much.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         12  Michels.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Thank you,

         14  Mr. Chairman.

         15                 I look with great glee over your

         16  resume and things that you did, because, as you

         17  know, I'm a big supporter of El Museo del Barrio, we

         18  have met before there.

         19                 MS. BRODSKY: Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: And the work

         21  that you and Suzanna have done there is just

         22  amazing. And I very much remember the Tainos exhibit

         23  as something really great.

         24                 MS. BRODSKY: Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: And I'm also
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          2  a big supporter of the New York Arts Commission. I

          3  think you will be a very wonderful addition there,

          4  and I just want to congratulate you.

          5                 MS. BRODSKY: Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: And do you

          7  have any particular ideas or things that you would

          8  like to tell us about with respect to the Arts

          9  Commission, things that you are particularly

         10  interested in?

         11                 I know what you're interested in, as

         12  far as El Museo del Barrio, and I know you are

         13  interested in things, you may be a lay member, but

         14  to me, the experience is fine and it doesn't really

         15  matter that you may not have the formal education in

         16  art, but neither have I. My formal education is law,

         17  but I don't think there is anybody around who loves,

         18  more than I do loves the art in the city and the

         19  works in the city.

         20                 MS. BRODSKY: I suppose, you know, the

         21  arts are such a vital part of the City, and the

         22  City, in itself, is a work of art, I always find

         23  it's amazing that --

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Work in

         25  progress.
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          2                 MS. BRODSKY: Work in progress, and I

          3  agree that there is a certain sense of practicality,

          4  the great thing about our City is that businesses

          5  can thrive but always to keep sort of a, somewhat of

          6  an overseeing that everything will last in

          7  perpetuity, that we don't want to do something

          8  that's perfect today and then say, oh, my gosh, what

          9  happened 25 years ago, but with a sensitivity to

         10  different people's needs and different people's

         11  artistic heritage, I think that it's a good balance.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Sort of like

         13  the work of Frank Lloyd Wright, the beautiful works

         14  of art, but he knew people had to live in it.

         15                 MS. BRODSKY: That's right.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Thank you

         17  very much. I appreciate you being here.

         18                 MS. BRODSKY: Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Thank you,

         20  Mr. Chair.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Any other

         22  questions by a Committee member?

         23                 Hearing none, you're excused.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Mr. Chairman.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Oh, Council
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          2  Member Spigner.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: I just wanted

          4  to ask the question as to the Arts Commission, being

          5  it is such a subjective body, and I have no

          6  opposition to the nominee, I just would -- does

          7  anyone here have the knowledge to be able to respond

          8  as to the ethnic composition of the Art Commission?

          9                 Does the ethnic composition reflect

         10  the diversity of New York City, or is it made up of

         11  a lot of people from Park Avenue and the Arts

         12  Commission, et cetera?

         13                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Is there anyone

         14  here from the Art Commission?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Is there

         16  anyone here from the Art Commission who could tell

         17  me about the ethnic composition of that very

         18  important subjective body, where art is in the eye

         19  of the beholder?

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Do I understand

         21  you don't have that information with you?

         22                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: No.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: It will be

         24  supplied to all the members of the Committee.

         25  Because it is a reasonable request to see that there
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          2  is diversity, not only in artistic taste, but also a

          3  diversity in the members in the panel.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: What was

          5  that? Your mike is not on, Mr. Chairman. I can't

          6  hear you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I said that the

          8  request that we're making for the ethnic breakdown

          9  of the members of the Art Commission is well

         10  considered, because just like people have different

         11  tastes in the works of art, I think we ought to have

         12  a cross-section of people who are making these

         13  decisions, but they don't have anyone here to give

         14  us that information.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Thank you,

         16  Mr. Chairman.

         17                 I'm very concerned about that,

         18  however.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: But, we've been

         20  assured that we will get the names and the

         21  ethnicities by the Commission.

         22                 Any other questions?

         23                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Mr. Chair, we

         24  have one comment.

         25                 MS. BERSHADT: Just in brief response,
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          2  that's why the Commission is so pleased that we have

          3  this new appointment, so that we will have greater

          4  representation of the ethnic diversity of this City,

          5  and we appreciate your concerns about that.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: You

          7  anticipate some additional appointments?

          8                 MS. BERSHADT: We actually do have

          9  another vacancy, and we're very pleased with this

         10  new appointment as well.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: See me on

         12  January the 1st, 2002.

         13                 MS. BERSHADT: Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: I will submit

         15  my application.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Could you give us

         17  your name for the record.

         18                 MS. BERSHADT: Deborah Bershadt,

         19  Executive Director.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you very

         21  much.

         22                 MS. BERSHADT: Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Any other

         24  questions?

         25                 Okay, that completes the proceedings
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          2  of the Committee.

          3                 We will now take a roll call, and

          4  after our roll call, the City Council has a session

          5  today and the entire Council will vote on your

          6  nomination.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Povman.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Spigner.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Berman.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Michels.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: For reasons I

         17  stated when I was questioning the candidate, aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eisland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: I just want

         20  to say thank you very much for being willing to

         21  volunteer for something that I consider a very

         22  important enhancement for our City working for the

         23  Arts Commission, and I vote aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: O'Donovan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Freed.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ognibene.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker, Mr. Vallone.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Very pleased to vote

          8  aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of ten in

         10  the affirmative, none in the negative, and no

         11  abstentions, the items are adopted. Please sign the

         12  reports.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: There is a

         14  Finance Committee meeting about to start. Don't even

         15  think of leaving the Chambers, or Herb Berman will

         16  break your arm.

         17                 (Hearing concluded at 11:45 a.m.)
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