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          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Good morning,

          3  everyone. I'd like to reconvene the Zoning and

          4  Franchises Meeting.

          5                 As you may recall from the last

          6  meeting, we had a public hearing on the Douglaston

          7  Littleneck rezoning, and the vote was laid over

          8  because of the number of people that had attended

          9  the public hearing, and the fact that since this is

         10  within my district, I was going to be making a

         11  modification and wanted the opportunity to fully

         12  review the public hearing testimony.

         13                 Before I go into the modification, I

         14  would like to call on Helen Sears, Council Member

         15  Sears, for her vote on the other item that was on

         16  the agenda.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you, Mr.

         18  Chair.

         19                 If I may, I would like to vote aye on

         20  all other items that appeared before the Committee.

         21  Thank you.

         22                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         23  11 in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

         24  abstentions.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Joining me this
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          2  morning are Council Members Simcha Felder, Erik

          3  Martin Dilan, Joel Rivera. First I'll do the members

          4  of the Committee, Helen Sears and Melinda Katz. And

          5  we're also joined by Council Member Rosie Mendez,

          6  who is here for the Land Use Committee, which will

          7  begin immediately thereafter.

          8                 After listening to the public

          9  testimony in conducting an in effect door-to-door

         10  survey within the affected area, I'm recommending

         11  two modifications to two portions of the rezoning

         12  action that City Planning had actually modified from

         13  the original proposal.

         14                 The first is, in the original

         15  proposal, on a piece of property right off 249th

         16  Street and Northern Boulevard, City Planning, the

         17  original modification, the original proposal was to

         18  reduce the commercial overlay along this strip to

         19  100 feet, and we've been doing that in many of the

         20  rezonings to prevent commercial creep into the

         21  residential area.

         22                 The property owner had showed up at

         23  the City Planning hearing requesting that it be kept

         24  at 150 feet. City Planning made a modification to

         25  make it 125 feet. After discussing it with the
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          2  community, community representatives, and both civic

          3  associations in the area, feel that no deference

          4  should be paid to this one particular property

          5  owner, and a commercial overlay distance depth of

          6  100 feet should be consistent with all the other

          7  properties.

          8                 So, one of the modifications is I am

          9  recommending that the 125 feet for this particular

         10  property be reduced back to the original proposal of

         11  100 feet.

         12                 The other modification was a section

         13  of the rezoning area in Littleneck north of the Long

         14  Island Expressway and south of Northern Boulevard,

         15  east of Marathon Parkway, which had originally been

         16  R2A and the Department of City Planning took out and

         17  left it, left part of it as R2 and changed part of

         18  it from 1 -- R1-2 to R2.

         19                 After extensive research into this,

         20  and, again, as I mentioned, a door-to-door survey

         21  finding out where each of the homeowners in this

         22  affected area felt, yes or no, I am making the

         23  modification that the northern portion of this

         24  section, this specific section, at a point between

         25  Maricci (phonetic) and Cambria, be put back into R2A
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          2  and that the southern portion, which would be

          3  basically between that point, basically on both

          4  sides of Cambria to the LIE remain R2.

          5                 Any questions from Committee members?

          6                 With that, I recommend that the

          7  modifications be approved.

          8                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         11  Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         14  Dilan.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         16                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         17  Felder.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         19                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         20  Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         23  Sears.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         25                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands
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          2  six in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

          3  abstentions. Items pass to the full Land Use

          4  Committee.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I want to thank

          6  everybody for their cooperation on this item.

          7  Despite the fact that we are making modifications,

          8  it is a major improvement in Douglaston Littleneck

          9  rezoning, and there are several things which I

         10  probably very quickly should mention that are in

         11  this application which are historic.

         12                 One, for the first time, Queens is

         13  getting R1-1 zoning district, which Queens has never

         14  had. And that's a section in Douglaston, which is

         15  100 by 100, one-family detached house.

         16                 The second part of it is, there is

         17  also a text amendment that goes along with this,

         18  which really helps reduce something that has come up

         19  in the past. As you may remember, whenever we have

         20  done some of these rezonings, we have had situations

         21  where we have inadvertently caught homeowners in the

         22  middle of construction, and because the previous

         23  sort of guideline by the Department of Buildings is

         24  that even for a homeowner who has had a permit and

         25  has started construction, for them to be vested
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          2  under the old zoning in effect the entire

          3  construction must be completed, as opposed to a

          4  developer, who all they would have to do is get in a

          5  foundation of a new building, and they would be

          6  vested.

          7                 So, I recommended to City Planning

          8  that we amend that to change it so that when a

          9  homeowner is simply doing an alteration, all they

         10  have to do is get the outside framing up, and that's

         11  more in line with the simple requirement that the

         12  developer has to do.

         13                 So, they have included that text

         14  change when you go from an R2 to an R2A district. My

         15  only concern is, and I said it to City Planning

         16  during the public hearing, and I continue to say it

         17  to them, that that is a change that we need to do

         18  across the board in all low-density districts when

         19  we're making these type of changes.

         20                 So, I am appreciative that they took

         21  my suggestion, however, I do want them to make it

         22  more across the board than we're doing just in this

         23  one isolated incident.

         24                 Council Member Sears.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I really thank
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          2  you for that, because I anticipated one of the

          3  problems was that when they wish to do an addition,

          4  and it was a member of the family, such as their

          5  children, rather than not being able to afford to

          6  have another home, this would enable them to do

          7  that.

          8                 I had strong anxieties about some of

          9  the zoning laws and really actually prohibiting

         10  that. So, this is a big plus, and I thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you,

         12  everybody. This closes this meeting of the

         13  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises.

         14                 (Hearing concluded at 10:25 a.m.)
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