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On Wednesday, April 30, 2003, the Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Eva Moskowitz, will vote to consider a resolution, sponsored by the Speaker (Council Member Miller) and by Council Members Moskowitz and Rivera, calling upon the Governor and the New York State Legislature to fully restore State funding for the education of New York City’s schoolchildren and to take such further steps as are necessary to ensure that the City of New York has the financial resources to provide each of its schoolchildren with an appropriate education.

Background And Rationale For the Proposed Resolution

The New York City school system is financially dependent on operating funds provided by New York State.  For the upcoming Fiscal Year, the State has threatened to cut $750 million in aid to the City’s schools.  Because the State refuses to allow New York City to take fiscal measures that would allow the City’s school system to be self-sufficient, the State must, instead, provide sufficient resources to provide for the education of the City’s schoolchildren.

The Preconsidered Resolution

The Preconsidered Resolution would note that approximately 1.1 million schoolchildren – one-third of all schoolchildren in New York State – are educated in the New York City public school system.  The Preconsidered Resolution would also state that almost one-third of these schoolchildren live below the Federal poverty line and 80% qualify for free or reduced cost school lunches, a figure far above the statewide average.  Additionally, the Preconsidered Resolution would recite that these 1.1 million schoolchildren represent the future of New York State and of this Nation, and their education is vital to our economic and societal well-being.

The Preconsidered Resolution would also recite that it costs approximately $12 billion per year to educate New York City’s schoolchildren, of which the State of New York paid approximately $5.5 billion (or less than 50% of the cost) in Fiscal Year 2003.  Thus, the Preconsidered Resolution would note, New York City schoolchildren receive significantly less per-capita funding for education than do schoolchildren in more affluent parts of New York State, and are now also facing a funding shortfall of almost $775 million in State funds.

In addition, the Preconsidered Resolution would note, whereas Article XI, § 1 of the Constitution of the State of New York guarantees each child a sound, basic education and requires the State legislature to “provide for the maintenance and support of a system of free common schools, wherein all children of this state may be educated,” and whereas New York City contributes approximately $3.5 billion in tax revenues to New York State in excess of revenues that it receives from the State, the State has thus far refused to fully fund public school education in New York City or to implement fiscal relief measures (such as restoring the Commuter tax or paying for unfunded mandates) that would assist the City in providing that funding itself, despite the City’s repeated requests that the State do so.
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