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          1  COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE AND LABOR

          2                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Good afternoon.

          3  Welcome to the Civil Service and Labor Committee

          4  hearing. My name is Joe Addabbo.

          5                 Let me introduce my colleagues who

          6  are here. To my right is Dennis Gallagher, Council

          7  Member Dennis Gallagher. To my left, Council Member

          8  Larry Seabrook. And to my far left, Council Member

          9  Yassky who is the sponsor of this bill, Intro.

         10  629-A.

         11                 A bill that would amend the

         12  Administrative Code of the City of New York in

         13  relation to prohibiting employers from locking in

         14  employees and other individuals inside a workplace

         15  and increasing the fines for obstructing the exits

         16  and unlawful change of exits.

         17                 Despite numerous workplace safety,

         18  laws and regulations that dictate emergency egress

         19  plans and entire safety equipment plans, the problem

         20  of locking workers in a workplace still exists,

         21  whether it be large retailers or small grocery

         22  stores, the danger for workers still exist until

         23  today.

         24                 Intro. 729-A will make it unlawful to

         25  lock workers inside a workplace, and I want to thank
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          1  COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE AND LABOR

          2  Council Member Yassky for his fine work and

          3  dedication on this bill, Intro. 629-A. And I would

          4  ask Council Member Yassky to make a statement at

          5  this time.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you,

          7  Chair Addabbo.

          8                 I am not a member of this Committee,

          9  but I appreciate very much your indulgence in

         10  letting me just give you my thanks, my thanks to you

         11  and your Committee, for the extraordinary work

         12  you've done on this issue.

         13                 The hearing that you held I think

         14  laid out the case in a very, very compelling way. I

         15  thank you for passing this bill, and I look forward

         16  to voting on it when it reaches the full Council

         17  later today.

         18                 Thank you, Chair Addabbo.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Thank you,

         20  Council Member Yassky.

         21                 I also want to thank the staff of

         22  this Committee, Tom Curry to my right here, the

         23  legal counsel; Joan Povolny, our Policy Analyst,

         24  Daniel Turriago, our Financial Analyst, and Steve

         25  Adenesio, my legislative aid.
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          1  COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE AND LABOR

          2                 At this point I'd like to call the

          3  roll for a vote on Intro. 629-A, and the Chair

          4  requests a vote in the affirmative on this bill.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

          6  Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes. I'd

         10  like to vote yes on this, and also would like to be

         11  included on this bill, Mr. Chairman.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of three in

         15  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         16  abstentions, Introduction 629-A.

         17                 Council members, please sign the

         18  Committee report.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Thank you, all.

         20  I want to thank my members for being here. And if

         21  you'll leave the vote open, I'd appreciate it.

         22                 Thank you very much, ladies and

         23  gentlemen. Meeting adjourned.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Committee on Civil

         25  Service. Proposed Intro. 629-A, Council Member
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          2  Gonzalez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: The final vote in the

          5  Committee on Civil Service and Labor stands at four

          6  in the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          7  abstentions.

          8                 (Hearing concluded at 12:08 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 17th day of August 2005.
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