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Introduction

On January 21, 2015, the Committee Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member James Van Bramer, will hold a hearing on Presconsidered Res. No. ___, a resolution commemorating the 70th anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camps on January 27th, 2015. Holocaust survivors, community based organizations, non-profit organizations, professional associations, museum representatives, and academic institutions have been invited to testify. The Committee will also hear testimony on Res. No. 507, a resolution declaring January 15th - 22nd of each year as Peace Week in the City of New York. Community based organizations and non-profit organizations have been invited to testify.
Background on Preconsidered Res. No. ___
January 2015 marks seventy years since the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest complex of camps established by the Nazis. It is estimated that a minimum of 1.3 million people were deported to Auschwitz between 1940 and 1945 and that of these, at least 1.1 million were murdered.
 By the end of World War II, approximately 6,000,000 Jews were murdered, along with millions of Gypsies, Poles, and others.
 On January 27, 1945, Allied Forces entered Auschwitz and liberated more than 7,000 remaining prisoners, who were mostly ill and dying.
 As of 2011, approximately 73,000 Holocaust survivors lived in and around New York City.
 A 2005 United Nations Resolution established January 27th as Holocaust Remembrance Day.
 This resolution commemorates the 70th anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camps on January 27th, 2015.
Preconsidered Res. No. ___
Preconsidered Res. No. ___ would indicate that according to the Simon Wiesenthal Center, early in 1942, the Nazi hierarchy formally decided on the “Final Solution” to the “Jewish problem” - annihillation.  The resolution would indicate that throughout occupied Europe, genocide was begun, and by 1945, at the end of World War II, six million Jews and millions of others had been killed. 
Preconsidered Res. No. ___ would note that Auschwitz-Birkenau was a huge complex of camps including Auschwitz and Auschwitz II-Birkenau, Auschwitz III-Monowitz and 45 satellite camps, each dedicated variously to killing centers, concentration, and forced-labor camps. The resolution would further note that it has been estimated that a minimum of 1.3 million people were sent to Auschwitz between 1940 and 1945 and that of these, at least 1.1 were murdered. The resolution would indicate that January 2015 marks seventy years since the liberation of Auschwitz by Allied forces.
The resolution would further point out that the United Nations’ Resolution in 2005 establishing January 27th as Holocaust Remembrance Day, on the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau said in part:
Reaffirming that the Holocaust, which resulted in the murder of one third of the Jewish people along with countless members of other minorities, will forever be a warning to all people of the dangers of hatred, bigotry, racism, and prejudice.

The resolution would indicate that in response to the destruction and depravity of the Nazi regime, institutions such as the Simon Wiesenthal Museum of Tolerance New York, and elsewhere throughout the world, have been established, to honor the memory of the victims and through education held give meaning to the expression “Never Again.” The resolution would also indicate according to Selfhelp Community Services, Inc., in 2011 there were approximately 73,000 Holocaust survivors living in and around New York City, many whom were liberated from Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

The resolution would further note that, particularly in light of recent events in Paris, France, the words of Holocaust survivor Eli Wiesel, who was barely alive in Auschwitz as the camp was liberated by Allied forces, resound louder than ever:
We must take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented. Sometimes we must interfere. When human lives are endangered, when human dignity is in jeopardy, national borders and sensitivities become irrelevant. Whenever men and women are persecuted because of their race, religion, or political views, that place must – at that moment – become the center of the universe.

Finally, Preconsidered Res. No. ___ would assert that the Council of the City of New York commemorates the 70th anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camps on January 27th, 2015.
Preconsidered Res. No. 

Resolution commemorating the 70th anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camps on January 27th, 2015.

By Council Members Levine, the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), Cohen, Deutsch, Garodnick, Greenfield, Kallos, Koslowitz, Lander, Lancman, Levin, Maisel, Rosenthal, Treyger, Weprin and Van Bramer


Whereas, According to the Simon Wiesenthal Center, early in 1942, the Nazi hierarchy formally decided on the "Final Solution" to the "Jewish problem" – annihilation; and

Whereas, Throughout occupied Europe, genocide was begun, and by 1945, at the end of World War II, six million Jews and millions of others had been killed; and
  

Whereas, Auschwitz-Birkenau was a huge complex of camps including Auschwitz and Auschwitz II-Birkenau, Auschwitz III-Monowitz and 45 satellite camps, each dedicated variously to killing centers, concentration, and forced-labor camps; and

Whereas, It has been estimated that a minimum of 1.3 million people were sent to Auschwitz between 1940 and 1945 and that of these, at least 1.1 million were murdered; and

Whereas, January 2015 marks seventy years since the liberation of Auschwitz by Allied forces; and

Whereas, The United Nations’ Resolution in 2005 establishing January 27th as Holocaust Remembrance Day, on the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, said in part:

“Reaffirming that the Holocaust, which resulted in the murder of one third of the Jewish people along with countless members of other minorities, will forever be a warning to all people of the dangers of hatred, bigotry, racism and prejudice”; and


Whereas, In response to the destruction and depravity of the Nazi regime, institutions such as the Simon Wiesenthal Museum of Tolerance New York, and elsewhere throughout the world, have been established, to honor the memory of the victims and through education help give meaning to the expression “Never Again”; and


Whereas, According to Selfhelp Community Services, Inc., in 2011 there were approximately 73,000 Holocaust survivors living in and around New York City, many of whom were liberated from Auschwitz-Birkenau; and 


Whereas, Particularly in light of recent events in Paris, France, the words of Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel, who was barely alive in Auschwitz as the camp was liberated by Allied forces, resound louder than ever:

We must take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented. Sometimes we must interfere. When human lives are endangered, when human dignity is in jeopardy, national borders and sensitivities become irrelevant. Wherever men and women are persecuted because of their race, religion, or political views, that place must - at that moment - become the center of the universe; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York commemorates the 70th anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camps on January 27th, 2015.
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Background on Res. No. 507
LIFE Camp, Inc. established NY Peace Week to address youth violence in New York City neighborhoods.
 The goal of NY Peace Week is to create a culture of peace throughout New York City particularly among the youth population.
 According to the 2010 Census, there are approximately 1.2 million youth aged 15 to 24 in New York City.
 According to the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, between the years 2009 and 2011, homicide was the leading cause of death among New York City youth aged 15 to 24.
 NY Peace Week would bring about awareness on youth violence and also encourage people, particularly youth, to become involved in helping to reduce such violence in their communities.

Res. No. 507

Res. No. 507 would indicate that January 15th - 22nd, 2015 will mark the 6th annual “NY Peace Week,” in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s legacy of non-violence. The resolution would note that NY Peace Week, organized by LIFE Camp, Inc., was established to address youth violence in New York City neighborhoods. The resolution would further note that the goal of NY Peace Week “is to create a culture of peace throughout New York City for the week by hosting an event, performing an activity or simply taking one personal action toward creating inner peace and setting a positive example for youth.”
Res. No. 507 would indicate that Peace Week galvanizes the efforts of entertainers, cultural icons, government leaders, educators, athletes and community based organizations to host an event or lend their voice to the message of peace. The resolution would note that NY Peace Week targets 18 to 25 year old tech-savvy, socially active teens, college students and young adults throughout the New York Tri-State Area who are influenced by pop culture and multi-media. The resolution would further note that NY Peace Week promotes various events and digital platforms to encourage these individuals to become peer leaders and role models for youth under age 18.
Res. No. 507 would point out that according to the 2010 Census, there are approximately 1.2 million youth aged 15 to 24 living in New York City. The resolution would note that according to data released in 2013 by the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (“Health Department”), homicide was the leading cause of death among New York City youth aged 15 to 24 between 2009-2011. The resolution would indicate that the Health Department’s 2013 Epi Research Report, Firearm Deaths and Injuries in New York City, revealed that in 2011, New Yorkers aged 15 to 24 had the highest rate of firearm homicide and firearm assault hospitalizations compared with other age groups. Furthermore, this same report found that young black men aged 15 to 24 experienced the highest rate of violence-related firearm death and injury; and

The resolution would emphasize that NY Peace Week not only brings about awareness on youth violence, it also encourages people, especially teens and young adults, to become involved in helping to reduce such violence in their communities. Finally Res. No. 507 would assert that the Council of the City of New York declares January 15th - 22nd of each year as Peace Week in the City of New York.

Res. No. 507

..Title

Resolution declaring January 15th - 22nd of each year as Peace Week in the City of New York.

..Body

By Council Members Williams, Cabrera, Eugene, Mendez, Palma, Van Bramer and Rosenthal

Whereas, January 15th - 22nd, 2015 will mark the 6th annual “NY Peace Week,” in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s legacy of non-violence; and

Whereas, NY Peace Week, organized by LIFE Camp, Inc., was established to address youth violence in New York City neighborhoods; and

Whereas, The goal of NY Peace Week “is to create a culture of peace throughout New York City for the week by hosting an event, performing an activity or simply taking one personal action toward creating inner peace and setting a positive example for youth”; and

Whereas, Peace Week galvanizes the efforts of entertainers, cultural icons, government leaders, educators, athletes and community based organizations to host an event or lend their voice to the message of peace; and

Whereas, NY Peace Week targets 18 to 25 year old tech-savvy, socially active teens, college students and young adults throughout the New York Tri-State Area who are influenced by pop culture and multi-media; and

Whereas, NY Peace Week promotes various events and digital platforms to encourage these individuals to become peer leaders and role models for youth under age 18; and 

Whereas, According to the 2010 Census, there are approximately 1.2 million youth aged 15 to 24 living in New York City; and

Whereas, According to data released in 2013 by the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (“Health Department”), homicide was the leading cause of death among New York City youth aged 15 to 24 between 2009-2011; and

Whereas,  The Health Department’s 2013 Epi Research Report, Firearm Deaths and Injuries in New York City, revealed that in 2011, New Yorkers aged 15 to 24 had the highest rate of firearm homicide and firearm assault hospitalizations compared with other age groups; and

Whereas, Furthermore, this same report found that young black men aged 15 to 24 experienced the highest rate of  violence-related firearm death and injury; and

Whereas, NY Peace Week not only brings about awareness on youth violence, it also encourages people, especially teens and young adults, to become involved in helping to reduce such violence in their communities; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York declares January 15th - 22nd of each year as Peace Week in the City of New York.
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