New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0601-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Members Hudson, Hanif

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to establishing an office of refugee and migrant settlement

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
From 2022 to 2025, New York City saw more than 237,000 migrants, including individuals seeking asylum, enter the City’s care. Individuals were largely offered shelter, food, clothing, and vaccinations with some receiving legal assistance and culturally-competent services as well. The Adams administration established the Office of Asylum Seeker Operations (OASO) to oversee ongoing and future activities relating to asylum seekers. 

By 2025, intake levels declined and the City shuttered dozens of emergency shelter sites. However, ongoing global instability and shifting federal immigration policies create the continued risk of future surges in arrivals. At the same time, tens of thousands of migrants and asylum seekers remain in New York City and require sustained support as they transition from emergency systems into permanent housing, healthcare, education, and employment.

This bill would establish a permanent Office of Refugee and Migrant Settlement to ensure long-term, interagency coordination and continuity of services beyond emergency response periods. By institutionalizing planning and service delivery for migrant and refugee populations, the City will be better prepared to respond to future arrivals while also supporting successful long-term integration for those who now call New York City home.



