Res. No. 1982
..Title

Resolution urging President Obama to appoint Sonia Sotomayor, a judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, to the Supreme Court of the United States. 
..Body
By Council Members Mark-Viverito, Arroyo, Jackson, Koppell, Stewart, Eugene, Mendez and Dickens 
Whereas, When Associate Supreme Court Justice David Souter steps down from the Supreme Court in June of 2009, President Barack Obama will nominate a replacement to fill the vacancy; and
Whereas, President Obama announced at a May 1, 2009 White House Press Briefing that he will seek a successor who “understands that justice isn't about some abstract legal theory or footnote in a casebook; it is also about how our laws affect the daily realities of people's lives -- whether they can make a living and care for their families, whether they feel safe in their homes and welcome in their own nation;” and

Whereas, Throughout her long and impressive career in public service that began three decades ago as an Assistant District Attorney at the Manhattan District Attorney’s Office in 1979 and continues with her current seat on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, Judge Sonia Sotomayor has exemplified the qualities and experiences of President Obama’s ideal candidate – intelligence, respect for the Constitution, and empathy for the powerless – for Associate Justice of the Supreme Court; and
Whereas, As a product of a public housing project in the Bronx raised solely by her mother after her father died when she was nine years old, Judge Sotomayor’s unique background provides her with a deep understanding and sensitivity to the struggles and hardships endured by many Americans, allowing her to adjudicate with empathy and compassion for every citizen; and
Whereas, Judge Sotomayor lived the American Dream, becoming fluent in English only after her father’s death and leaving her housing project to graduate summa cum laude from Princeton University and Yale Law School; and
Whereas, Throughout her accomplished tenure as a federal judge, first as a district court judge appointed by President George Bush in 1992 and then as a Second Circuit judge appointed by President Bill Clinton in 1998, Judge Sotomayor has ruled not as an ideologue, but as a centrist and has demonstrated that she has the appropriate temperament and consummate knowledge of the Constitution to sit on the Supreme Court of the United States; and
Whereas, Judge Sotomayor’s appointment would bring much needed diversity to the Supreme Court; and

Whereas, Since Associate Justice Sandra Day O’Connor retired in 2005 there has only been one woman on the Supreme Court; Judge Sotomayor would be a strong advocate and voice for women; and

Whereas, Judge Sotomayor’s appointment would be historic because she would be the first-ever Hispanic to serve on the Court; and

Whereas, Hispanics make up 15% of the country’s population and it is critical to the success of our democracy that the nation’s highest court accurately reflect American society; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York urges President Obama to appoint Sonia Sotomayor, a judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, to the Supreme Court of the United States. 
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