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OVERSIGHT: THE LACK OF BLACK MALES 

IN HIGHER EDUCATION
On Friday, February 16, 2004, the City Council’s Committee on Higher Education, chaired by Council Member Charles Barron, will conduct an oversight hearing focusing on the lack of black males in higher education. A list of the witnesses invited to testify at the hearing is attached. 

Investment in education is rewarding and pays long-term dividends. Americans have historically gained upward mobility through accessing higher education. According to the United States Census Bureau (“Census Bureau”), the 2000 median earnings for women aged 25 and older who worked full-time, year round, and held a bachelor’s degree was $38,200, while women in the same category who held only a high school diploma or General Equivalency Diploma (“GED”) had median earnings of $23,700.  Similarly, men aged 25 and older who worked full time, year round, and held a bachelor’s degree had median earnings in 2000 of $53,500, while those in the same category with only a high school diploma or GED earned $32,500.
 
Another study conducted by the Census Bureau on graduate degree attainment for the 25 and over population found that the higher the level of educational attainment, the more a person will earn over their lifetime.  In a press release announcing the findings of the 2002 American Community Survey, Census Bureau Director Louis Kincannon stated: 

The education level of the nation’s workforce is a critical element for economic development and for maintaining a strong and healthy economy. The higher the level of educational attainment, the more one can expect to earn over the course of their working life. College graduates earn a lifetime average of $2.1 million, and those earning master’s degrees can expect to earn a lifetime average of $2.5 million.

Unfortunately, a portion of the American population is not attaining higher levels of education.  According to a report by the Census Bureau, entitled “The Black Population in the United States: March 2002,” in 2001, blacks accounted for 23% of the estimated 32.9 million people living below the poverty level in the United States. The report found that of the 20.4 million Blacks age 25 and older, only 17% had earned at least a bachelor’s degree, compared to 29% of all non-Hispanic whites.  The data also revealed that more Black women than Black men had earned at least a bachelor’s degree, 18% to 16%. Among non-Hispanic whites, a higher proportion of men (32%) than women (27%) had earned at least a bachelor’s degree.
  

An article appearing in The New York Times on December 30, 2003 entitled, “Colleges Struggle to Help Keep Black Men Stay Enrolled,” found that the lack of black males in higher education was quite disturbing.
  According to the article, the most recent report on minorities in higher education by the American Council on Education found that barely a quarter of the 1.9 million black men between the ages of 18 and 24 nationwide were enrolled in college in the year 2000. The article also indicated that according to the National Collegiate Athletic Association (“NCAA”), only 35% of the black men who entered NCAA Division I colleges in 1996 graduated within six years, as compared to 59% of their white male counterparts and 46% of Hispanic males.

During today’s hearing, the Committee will hear testimony from representatives of CUNY, educators, students and higher education advocates regarding the factors contributing to the lack of black males in higher education and recommendations on how to improve their access. 










� See http://factfinder.census.gov


� See news release entitled, “Eastern States Lead in Graduate Degrees; Colorado and New Mexico Stand Out in West,” March 10, 2004, http://www.census.gov/ 


� The Black Population in the United States: March 2002, Current Population Reports, United States Census Bureau, by Jesse McKinnon, issued April 2003. 


� “Colleges Struggle to Help Black Men Stay Enrolled,” The New York Times, Karen W. Arenson, December 30, 2003. 
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