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	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Larian Angelo, Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
Intro. No: 615-A
Committee:
General Welfare



	Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing the number of eligible New Yorkers enrolled in the federal food stamp program. 

	Sponsors:
Council Members de Blasio, Báez, Barron, Brewer, Clarke, Fidler, Foster, Gennaro, Gerson, González, James, Koppell, Martínez, Nelson, Palma, Perkins, Reed, Sanders Jr., Stewart, Vann, Liu, Arroyo, Gioia, Quinn, Weprin, Jackson and The Public Advocate (Ms. Gotbaum) 



	Summary of Legislation: This legislation would amend the administrative code to expand access to food stamps among eligible New Yorkers.  One provision of this legislation would enable applicants to submit food stamp applications by facsimile. Another provision would require the Commissioner of the Human Resources Administration (HRA) to maintain a procedure to waive the face-to-face interviews from applicants for whom that requirement constitutes a hardship. It would also require that any information developed and circulated by or on behalf of HRA describing the Food Stamp Program includes the circumstances under which the waivers may be granted. In addition, HRA would be required to provide a receipt to each individual submitting a food stamps application and would also require HRA to regularly review the accuracy of public information regarding the location and office hours of the Agency’s food stamps offices.  Lastly, this legislation also requires that the Commissioner of HRA requests permission from the State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance or the U.S. Department of Agriculture or any other state or federal agency, as necessary, for the City to proceed with the implementation of this legislation.



	Effective Date:  This legislation would take effect ninety days after its enactment.


	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: Fiscal 2007



	Fiscal Impact Statement:
Effective FY06

FY Succeeding

Effective FY07

Full Fiscal

Impact FY07

Revenues 

$0

$0

$0

Expenditures 

$0

(See below)

(See below)

Net

$0

(See below)

(See below)



	Impact on Revenues:  There would be no impact on revenues as a result of this legislation.

	Impact on Expenditures:  While there are expenses associated with increasing the number of fax machines and telephone lines at HRA food stamp offices, the City costs of this legislation would be minimal as HRA has submitted a proposal to the U.S. Department of Agriculture for $1 million over three years to automate the food stamps application process.   



	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
  Not applicable



	Source of Information:
City Council Finance Division 

                                                

	Estimate Prepared By:    Frank Tramontano, First Deputy Director 

                                               Peter Bruno, Assistant Director

                                               Luisa Sánchez,  Legislative Financial Analyst



	History:

        Adopted by the Committee as Intro. 615-A on June 21, 2005

                                               Adopted by the full Council on June 23, 2005

                                               Vetoed by the Mayor on July 21, 2005

 


       To be reconsidered by the Committee on August 17, 2005

	Date Submitted to Council:  April 12, 2005.         
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