New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.
Legislative Service Number:
LS No. 257
Prime Sponsor:
Council Member Rita C. Joseph 
Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to special activation of the Open Streets program on certain holidays and time periods with significant pedestrian traffic. 
Submitted by:
Council Member Joseph
Justification
Upon receiving requests from several constituents and community advocates about the difficulty of operating open streets beyond the limited locations designated by DOT throughout the year, CM Joseph introduced this legislation, Int. No. 257.
The bill amends New York City’s Administrative Code to allow special activations of the Open Streets program during certain holidays and periods of high pedestrian traffic. It establishes the term “special activation opportunity,” defined as additional days or hours beyond an open street’s regular operating schedule. The legislation authorizes the Department of Transportation (DOT) or a community organization to operate open streets during these designated times, and allows community organizations to propose specific activation periods. These may include holidays such as Memorial Day, Juneteenth, the Fourth of July, Labor Day, Halloween, or other high-traffic periods, with DOT authorized to issue rules governing the process. 
The law takes effect 30 days after enactment.
