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	THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FINANCE DIVISION
PRESTON NIBLACK, DIRECTOR
JEFFREY RODUS, FIRST DEPUTY DIRECTOR
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

PROPOSED INTRO. NO:  1191-A
COMMITTEE:  Small Business

	TITLE:  A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to providing business owners the ability to indicate a language preference for agency inspections.

	SPONSOR(S): Gonzalez, Brewer, Chin, James, Koppell, Nelson, Reyna, Eugene, Koo and King


SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION:  

Proposed Intro. 1191-A would amend the New York City Charter to require the office of operations to develop a business owner's bill of rights. The bill of rights shall be in the form of a written document, drafted in plain language that advises business owners of their rights as they relate to agency inspections. The bill of rights shall include, but not be limited to, notice of every business owner's right to: i) consistent enforcement of agency rules; ii) compliment or complain about an inspector or inspectors, and information sufficient to allow a business owner to do so; iii) contest a notice of violation before the relevant local tribunal, if any; iv) an inspector who behaves in a professional and courteous manner; v) an inspector who can answer reasonable questions relating to the inspection, or promptly makes an appropriate referral; [and] vi) an inspector with a sound knowledge of the applicable laws, rules and regulations; vii) access information in languages other than English; and viii) request language interpretation services for agency inspections of the business.

To the extent practicable, the office of operations shall develop and implement a plan for each business owner to indicate the language in which such owner would prefer that agency inspections of the business be conducted.  To the extent practicable, the office of operations shall also develop and implement a plan to inform all relevant agencies of such respective language preference. 

Every application for a permit or a renewal of an existing permit issued by the commissioner pursuant to this section shall provide an opportunity for the applicant to indicate the language in which such applicant would prefer that inspections in connection with such permit be conducted or alternatively for which language interpretation services be provided.  Nothing in this subdivision nor any failure to comply with such preference shall be construed so as to create a cause of action or constitute a defense in any legal, administrative, or other proceeding.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law would take effect one hundred and twenty days after its enactment into law.
FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 2015

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT:

	

	

Effective FY14

	
FY Succeeding
Effective FY15
	
Full Fiscal
Impact FY15


	
Revenues 
	
$0
	
$0
	
$0

	
Expenditures 
	$0
	
$0
	
$0

	
Net
	
$0
	
$0
	
$0



IMPACT ON REVENUES: The legislation would have no impact on revenues.
IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: It is anticipated that the impact on expenditures resulting from the enactment of this legislation will be de minimis and will be handled internally by the agency using existing resources.
SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: N/A

SOURCE OF INFORMATION:  		Mayor’s Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
                                            		Mayor’s Office of Legislative Affairs
ESTIMATE PREPARED BY:		Aliya Ali, Legislative Financial Analyst
					
ESTIMATED REVIEWED BY:		Nathan Toth, Deputy Director
					Tanisha Edwards, Finance Counsel

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: This legislation was introduced to the full Council on November 14, 2013 as Proposed Intro. 1191 and was referred to the Committee on Small Business. A hearing was held by the Committee on November 22, 2013 and the bill was laid over. An amended version of the legislation, Proposed Intro. 1191-A, is scheduled to be considered by the Committee on December 6, 2013, and upon successful vote of the Committee, Proposed Intro. 1191-A will be submitted to the Full Council for a vote.
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