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A Local Law in relation to the temporary task force to study the feasibility of transferring city-owned wetlands to the jurisdiction of the department of parks and recreation.

On August 16, 2006, the Committee on Environmental Protection, chaired by Council Member James F. Gennaro, will hold a hearing and vote on Preconsidered Int. No.409, in relation to the temporary task force to study the feasibility of transferring city-owned wetlands to the jurisdiction of the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation.  

I. Background

On August 17, 2005, the Council passed and on August 31, 2005, the Mayor signed Int. No. 566-A, which became Local Law 83 of 2005 and which created a temporary task force to study the technical, legal, environmental and economical feasibility of transferring City-owned wetlands to the jurisdiction of the Department of Parks and Recreation.  Local Law 83 provides that the task force members shall serve for a period of nine months, after which time such task force shall cease to exist and that it submit a report containing its conclusions and recommendations to the Mayor and the Speaker of the Council no later than three months before such expiration.  In addition, the law also requires the Mayor, or his or her designee, to submit a report to the Speaker of the Council no later than six months after the submission of the task force report, regarding the transfer of City-owned wetlands to the Department of Parks and Recreation deemed feasible for such transfer by the task force.



The Co-Chairs of the temporary wetlands task force sent a request to Council Member Gennaro, dated July 14, 2006, for a three-month extension of time within which to “complete its charge of inventorying City-owned wetlands and determining the feasibility of transferring those wetlands to the jurisdiction of the Department of Parks and Recreation”, explaining that such extension “would enable the Task Force to more fully assess and document the feasibility and desirability of property transfers, most importantly, by allowing affected city agencies, Borough President offices, community boards, and interested civic organizations to comment on our draft recommendations before we submit our final report to the City Council and the Mayor.”   The Preconsidered Introduction in question addresses this request.

II. Analysis of Preconsidered Int. No._409
Section one of the Preconsidered Introduction amends subdivision (c) of section two of Local Law 83 of 2005 by extending the life of the temporary wetlands task force by three months – to February 17, 2007.


Section two states that this local law shall take effect immediately upon its enactment. 
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